N 


N * 
« 
4 . F þ 
< 15 
i ; -+* 
8 5 . 
18 
[ , 
> 4 
is * 4 F * 
bt | : . 8 
1 = * ” 5 * 
+] : . 
. : : . þ = 
y 1 1 
- x * 
* 1 QI 
f * 122 . 
+ * g 
Ws} * N | 
\ - 
s 
* 
, 


.- OF THE 
Riſe and e 

'F:. on Tg 

Þ Religious Societies, 
F In the 

City of LONDON, &c. | 


AND 


7 Of their Endeavours for Refor- 
[ mation of Manners. | 


By 50 2 W 00award, P. D. 1 | 
Miniſter of Popler. | _ 


The Third Edition, Enlargeds [ 


LONDON: 


printed for the Author, Sold by Richard 

| Sympſon, at the Harp i in St. Pauls Church- | 
x yard, and V. Haws, at the 285 in Lud- | 
” I gate-ftreet. MDCCL. 5 1 2 


1 


THE 


* EDIC ATION: 


8 The Abi „ Miniſters, 400 | 
all the Inhabitants of the 
Ein dom of England. | 


j 1 . Mercy, KP Ponce: in our Lord 
9 Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 
þ INCE Irreligion 7s the green Cala- 
| i * mity of any People, I conceive, that it 
i not be unuſeful to you, my beloved Coun- 
h,. men, to lay before you thoſe hopeful Means 
4 Reformation which GOD hath lately 
Peas d, in Infinite Mercy, to raiſe up as 
Nong ft us, ; 
Io I need not tell you, That you are 
Enhabitants of a Nation, which for its com- 
4 nodious Situation, Climate, Trade, Ri- 
ches and Plenty of all neceſſary Accomoda- 
1 ions, is inferior to few; and for its Evan- 
Igelical Enjoyments, Liberty, and Laws, 
, it may be, Happy above all the Nations in 
be Porld. | 
But I muſt in Conſcience mind you, That 
poll * great Enjoyments are in man#feſt 
| 2 Danger 
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The Dedication. 
Danger of being loft, by thoſe horrid Rare ; 


mities, which have for ſome Years paſt 4. 
bounded in this our Nation; for indeed the 


to the Reproach of our Government, and „ & 
the great Diſhonour of the Chriſtian Reli. l 
gion: And therefore, I beſeechyou, even by i 
your Ho pe 'of Mercy in both Worlds, that you Md 
would effefually ſet your ſelves to pull uy > 
thoſe peſtiferous Roots, which will produce 
nothing but Gall and Bitterneſs to Ton and ® 
Yours in this Life, and that to come. 
And I entreat you with all poſſible Ear- ® 
neſtneſs, that you would not trifle nor de- 
liberate long in a Caſe of ſuch abſolute ne- © 
ceſſity, but ſet to it with as much Earneſt. 
neſs and Aſſiduity, as you would to quench © 
ehe Flames which you ſaw kindled upon jour 
Houſes, or as you would remove Perſons in- 
Fected with the Plague from among you. For 


aſſure you, that the ſoreſt Calamities onEarth, e 15 
are but fome of the ſmalleſt Inſtances of. the 8: 
Vengeance ef an Angry Gd. Y 
. It greatly concerns us of this Nation. zo look -j8 
back, and take notice how many ways God 
hath tried us, both in the Methods of Mer- Wy 
_—_ ad * gwent; - and * den he 8 | 
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The Dedication. 

1 ba 83 . . . 1h 25 
Fer d our perverſe Manners, even till both\ 
or. e Providences of GOD, and the Sins of 
a. en, ſeem to be advanced to a full Criſis, 
hey Neher for our Reformation or Deſtruction. 
'en ind England is at this Day, many ways 
% badly Warned to Reform, that it be not 
li- inc. WS 


1 


by Ho can you then in Reaſon, in Policy, 
you d in Seif-love, (as well as in Conſcience, 
1½ and in the Faith and Fear of God ) delay to 
cs le away the Cauſes of God's Wrath 2 How 
nd ig ſpall thoſe worſe than Midianitiſh Wo- 
pen be a Plague and Reproach unto us? How 
4. ng ſpall they be tolerated to ſpread their 
de- Net, in the very Streets, ea, before the Sung" 
ne. t bring their Rottenneſs into the very 
Nones of | ſo many Perſons and Families ? 
ach, Wow long ſhall' the Diſorders of Publick 
our Jouſes go unpuniſh'd, whereby many a young | 
lan, ( that might have done good Service to 
Far Ws Countrey many ways, ) is utterly emaſcu- 
„ed, and become feeble as old Age; and trem- 
"Wes like 4 poor enervate Paralitich? ' 
the I it nor abſolutely neceſſary to our Proſe. 
perity ( @ well as Salvation) that the Ho- 
3 Name and Day of the Lord be ſanctiſi- 
66 which have been ſo dreadfully polluted. 
er. d profaned among us? And that every 
Las amily which wonld be tbong hi 0 deſiraus of 
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The Dedication. 
Gods Bleſſing, ſhould daily ſeek it by folem'Þ 


Prayer: Aud that they ſeriouſly ſet up Re- 


ligious Houſhold Government within their 
Mall, as they would not be of the number of % 


thoſe who diſown all Relation to God, and þ As - 


Dependance on Him. 


Is not this a Seaſon in which the Righreou: þ 4 


Magiſtrate ſhould ſtand up in the Spirit = 
Zealous Phinehas, and execute Juſtice up 


on: impudent Tranſgrefſors, that ſa the 
Plagues of God may be ftay'd, which are , A 


ready to fall on us to aur utter DeſtruSion 1 
And can they that have the Honour ta hear 
obs Venerable” Name of the Miniſters cf i 


Chriſt, without trembling laut up 10 Heaven, ! | 
F they ſa deſert their Hep Calle, and flight | . 
their Maſter's Intereſts," as to be nn BE: 
when all the Powers of Darkneſs are mu- 


 ftered ap to quench the Light of the Golpel, | 
and to overturn the Spiritual Government | 
of their Lord and Maſter > Ought not hey | 


that are devoted to the Service of his Altar, 4 ; 
to be ready even to lay, themſelves as Victims 
thereon , rather than connive at the Blaſpbe- $ 


mies and Debaucheries which outrage al 
that's Sacred? Would the Holy Prophers | 
and Apoſtles have ſuffer d ſuch things with- 
out making their utmoft Efforts . aint 
| 0 And can we 9 e 
| A wit 
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lem h;th them in the glorious Manſions above, 
» Re: if a Worldly, Slothful, and temporizing Spi- 
thei e ſways us, inſtead of that Divine Love 
er ed Zeal which appear d in all they did? 
and 45 to the Methods of ſuppreſſing Vice, 
ea reviving Religion hereafter mention d, 
eou; pe hing is poſitively or peremptorily laid 
it on; notwithſtanding the viſible Succeſs - 
> up. Mich has attended them: But we muſt ſay, 
the Mar theſe Ends and Deſigns are abſolutely 
are Mieeſſary 10 be proſecuted by ſome Means or 
jon? her, in order to the Glory of God, the Sal- 
hear ation of Men, and the Peace and Profpe- 
3 of ye, Kingdoms. And. tis not only renſen- 
wen, le, but requiſite, that ſuch as expreſi their 
h. lie of the Means of effecting theſe things 
nd Were mention d, ſhould ( if they deſire 45 
Peter and more effectual Methods to accom- 
ih them; demonſtrating it too by their own 
Fractice, and by a more conſpicuous Succeſs, 
Van what has attended the Endeauours of 
ehe Societies, that the Aorld may ſee that 
Dbe- hey are in earneſt. And then they will cer- 
all Niny engage all Virtuous. and Religious Per- 
bers ne on their ſide. But till then, their un- 
th. nd Speeches, and uncharitable Cenſures 
inf Will nat be able to drive hone Men from 
rt AIR RT 
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The Dedication. W | 
doing their Duty in the be Methods the 
are able to find out. 4 

And this is the ſum of what I would hum. 
bly crave of you, my beloved Country- men; 
namely, that you would do all that you regu. Þ 
larly can, towards the Suppreſſion of abound. *F. 
ing Vice, and the reviving of languiſning . 
Religion, that this our good Land may no- 
be as Sodom, fir in Sin, and then in De. 
ſolation. | e 9 
Mill you be diſcouraged from this, becauſe 38- 
fome vain People will call it Fanaticiim, and 
give it ſundry ill Names, which the Enemy | 
of ail Goodneſs puts into their Mouths? Will F _ 
you be mocked out of Religion, and the Mor- 
ſhip of God, and the Promiſes of his Favour 
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bl and Kingdom, by ſuch unreaſonable Revil- $ 

vt ings? Or rather, will not every: one that 3 

| | knows the Duty and Reward of a Chriſtian, # 

8 "+ 0 = 4 | « Yetc 

15 rejoice in ſuffering Reproach-for the ſake of | . 

| Chri#, and glory in trampling down ſuch pu. Ie; 

5 ny Enemies of their Salvation? „ 

1 ; [ . I » at) 27 
Tea, let no Man's Heart fail him, tho Nank 


he ſees ſome Sons of Anak appearing 4 ,* 
Champions in the Cauſe of theſe uncircumci d 
Enemies of God. Tou may, in the following 
Pages, behold young Striplings going forth #73 
with a Generous Courage again#t theſe blal- 
pheming Goliahs, who defie God and his 
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b The Dedication. 
% People: And, praiſed be. God, we have 
me Honourable Magiſtrates and others, 
ho go forth as Leaders in this Divine Cauſe; 
en; "and we hope they will at laſt with a Zeal 
e that of David, fell down our over-grown 
ies and Impieties, and cut them off by the 
Sword of Juſtice, ſince they go forth again#t 
Sem: in the Name of the Lord. \ 
And, O ! What a brave and bleſſed Sight 
„it, in theſe degenerate and debauch d 
rue mes, to behold young Men (not led by 
ul Women to the Correction of the Stocks) 


2 5 | f-feqaing them to a J us Correction 3 and 
ca ip obſerve them taking greater Pleaſure in 


ginging of Pſalms, than others can poſſibly 
vil. he in their profane and obicene Songs: 
ad in ſhort, better pleas'd in the Puniſh- 
Ment of Wickedneſs, than any poor abandon d 
Fetch can be in the commiſſion of it 2 
And in this happy and bleſſed Work, you 
eve in many Places of this Nation, eſpeci- 
h in cur Capital City, ſome of almost all. 

Nanks and Qualities of Men, effect ually, 
ho ſecretly engag d, thro the late Mercy of _ 
Pod to us, viz. Members of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Miniſters, and Gentlemen; together with 
Aldermen and Citizens of all Ranks, Of. 
ple * cer s of divers Qualities, and private Per- 
b K 3 1 
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The Dedication. 9 
fons of all forts; fo that you may have 
Rules and Examples tc guide your ſelf by, 
ſuitable to your reſpective Quality and Con- 
dition, be it what it will: And therefore 
overy Inhabitant of this great and famous 
Iſland, has at this Day, a moſt valuable Op- 
portunity of doing great Service to God and. 
his Country, of what Quality or Capacity 
feever he be. - MM 
And ſhall I nom need to ash you what you 
| reſolve to do in this matter? Or, which 3 

fide you will take in this Strife, betwixt the $ 
Kingdom of God, and that of the Devil? 
Dare you be of the number of thoſe who Re- * 
vile, Diſcourage, and Oppoſe ſuch as apply 
themſelves to the Proſecution of ſcandalous 
Sins, which are our wor Enemies, and |; 
foreft Plagues? Nea, Can you be cool and 
unconcern'd in this important Affair br 
I muSt tell you, That there can be no 
Neuters in this War, betwixt the Prince . 
of Light, and that of Darkneſſ. Tr is the Þ& _- 
known Rule of our Lord and Maſter, Thar 
he that is not for him, is againſt him, and, 
That he that gathereth not with him, ſcat- F: 
rereth abroad. So that your neglecting io 
oppoſe the growth of Sin,” according to your | 
Place, is a manife#t cheriſhing of it in Gods 
account, and conſequently an Enmity to N. 1 
5 and 
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4 d if you are againft GOD, he will be 
eainſt you; and if ſo, nothing in the World 
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* an befriend YOu. | 5 
There is a natural tendency in Vice, to 


| 1 in any Perſon, Family, City, or Nation, 
at harbours it. 


* It engenders Sloth, Va- 
Vance, Profuſeneſs, Pride, Falſhood, Vio- 


q fer e, and à Neglect, and Betraying of the 
Publick Good: I dulls the Underſtanding, 


you takes away the Senſe of Honour, deſpirits 
1% Manhood, cuts the Nerves of Diligence, and 
the elt ros the true Principles of Commerce and 
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* Dealing. And by theſe means it dis 
rely tends to undermine and overthrow the 
roſperity of any Nation, City, or Publick 
ody. 

1 But Ruin will perſue Vice the mere ſwift- 
ty and ſurely, becauſe it is puſh'd on by the 
ut Vengeance of Almighty GOD, the 
gighbteous Governour of the World 5 of whoſe 
gireful Judgments upon other Nations and 
Eitzes abroad, we have been ſufficiently in- 
Form d of late, if we have forgotten the for- 
ner Strokes of it upon our ſelves, Ve have © 
#heard from Smirna, Jamaica, Malta, Si- 
ily, and other Places, that many great and 
famous Cities and Countries, have been 
ruin d and ſwallow'd up by dreadful Earth- 
quakes; whereas the ſame GOD, (tho 
| mightily. 
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The Dedication, 7? 
migheilh provoked by us, was pleasd only 1 4 
ſhake and jog us in a very gentle manner h, | 
the ſame Expreſſion of his Diſpleaſure. 
O Sirs! take the gentle Warning, ant 
improve the merciful Reprieve, left his Ven | 
geance ſwallow us up alſo, when he next 2. 
riſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth. This: 
in humble Duty, laid before you, my Coun 
try men, by _ | ka 
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8 | On. | 
Chap. II. An Account of the 
Riſe of theſe. Societies. 
Chap. III. Of their Progre ß, 
and their real Aim aud Deſign. 
bi Chap. IV. Of their endeavour- 
3 ing 4 publick Reformation of 
4 | Manners, according to their 
Place and Capacity. 
Chap. V. Of their Orders. 
Chap. VI. The Reaſon of mak- 
ing theſe Things publick. — 
— A Chap. VII. The chief Objecti- 
on, againſt them An. dae 
| Chap. 
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Chap. IX. Directions for Re- 
Chap. X. Devotions ſited. to 


The Contents. 
Chap. VIII. 4» Admonition to 
the Members of theſe Societies. 


ligious Conference. 


ſuch Occaſions. 
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n Introduction to the following 
N Account. SID 


EFUINCE the pious Education of our 
it Touth, is a matter of the greateſt 
'S— Importance to us, both in Church 
— "and State; and fince the whole Hope of 
heettering the next Age, and of continuing 
he Mercies of God with this, depends up- 
ga it: It cannot be unacceptable to any 
ber Perſon, to peruſe a brief Account of 
phat which our good God hath done for us 
in this reſpect; to whom alone be the 
Praiſe and glory of the whole. 
II is che Obſervation of many ſerious 
and judicious Perſons, that within the 
*ompaſs of a few Years paſt, there hath 
appeared much of the genuine Spirit of 
Chriſtianity in many young Perſons ameng 
us, whoſe pious Diſpoſitions, together with 
their humble and inoffenfive Behaviour, 
have occafioned the Praiſes of God in the 
. Mouths 


— 


2 An Introduction to 


Mouths of many pious People ; for they 4 
cannot but look on this blooming. Piety of 


theſe orthodox and ſober Perſons as a very 1 
ſea ſonable Bleſſing of God, to excire new MB 


Spirits in the degenerate Profeſſors of our 
Holy Religion, and to antidote thoſe dam. 
nable Hereſies, and to check that exorbitant 
Nickedneſ which hath appeared with great 
Impudence in theſe. latter Days. 

WHEN I firſt applied my Mind to 
draw up a brief Account of thele Things, 
Qbeing ed thereto by ſundry moving. Con- 


erations ) I adviſed with ſeveral Di- 


vines, and others, about it; by whom, it 
was generally concluded, to be a Work 
at might prove ſerviceable to the com- 
mon Intereſt of Religion; and might re- 
vive the languiſhing State of it among us; 
which as it is the only End I propoſe here- 
by, ſo indeed, it is a Cosdider tion that 
needs no other to ſecond it; for T know 
nothing more deſireable in this World, 
than to invigorate a hearty Concern for 
Religion in it. 8 FUN 
AND when this little Narrative was 
drawn up, and peruſed by ſeverz! Petfons 7 
who were acquainted with the oſt hid- 7 


den Springs and Motions of theſe Soeleties, 
they atteſted the Juſtice and Equality of 


| ir, 


F J. In particular, the late Reverend Dr, 


Ale, by many of our Superiors, Who now, 


the . folowing Ahe. 3 


Worneck, ( who had a very perfect know- 
dec of them, and indeed, was an emi- 
4 Friend, or rather, Father to them, 
from their firſt Riſe, ro the Day of his 


Death) in a Diſcourſe I had 5 him a 
Artle before his Deceaſe, was plealed to 
4 ve his publick "Teſtimony to it, That it 


as a very faithful and mode$# Account of 


| the whole Matter; adding, Thar at the 


feſt appearance of theſe Societies, they 
were look'd upon with Suſpicion and Diſ- 


Baia he) upon a fuller View of them, do 
mor only think them fit ro be rolerared, 
hut worthy to be encouraged ; concluding 
With his Prayer, ( in thar Patherick and 
Heavenly manner, which was uſual to 
Em) That God would bleſs and proſper theſe 
eginnings of Reformation. This was the 
Rt Diſcourſe that I had with that Pious 
nud VVorthy Divine, who was ſoon after 


Fanſlared from his painful Labours, {ws 
1 pe) to eternal Reſt. 


AND ſince the former Editions of tlis 
Account, I have underſtood in my Con- 


Ver ſarion with many Divines in and about 


is City, and by Letters from the remo- 


w* Parts of his: Land, and from Fo. 


reigners 


a 


4 An Introduction to 9 

reigners; in ſhort, from many, whoſe Bacre: 
Faces I never {aw, into whoſe Hands this rear 
Account has fall'n, that the Piery of many Monti! 


Perſons, eſpecially. of the younger ſort, and t 
has beer evidently enlivened thereby; and 'K 


Pi 
hugs 


gether, to expreis their unanimous Satis. , ſp 
faction and Joy in theſe Proceedings; of 
which they have given us Account by Le- 
A on this occaſion ir comes to be 
known, that in ſome places the very Scope 
and Deſign of theſe Societies have been 
begun and continued by ſeveral pious wm: 
Perſons, within theſe: three or four Years - nm 
paſt, who knew norhing of theſe London- Bri 
Societies, nor had ſo much as heard any 2 
Reparr of them. 7 
IN a certain Town, (which I omit. to 
name) ſome: diſcreet and ſerious Perſans, 
conſidering the great Benefit of a ftrict '$ 
Obſervance of the Lord's-Day, came to a 
Reſolution to meet together on the Even- 
ing before it, to enliven each others Af- - lu 
fections towards Spiritual Things, as a the 
meet Preparation for the Duties of the put 
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*# the following Account, 5 
[hoſe ” Bicred Day following. And finding the 
this rear Advantages of this Practice, they 
nany Fonrtinued ir for the ſpace of three Years ; 
ſort, "hd then hearing what was done here in 
and Bondon, fo ſuirably to their Inclinations, 
hem, they were lifted up with Joy, and betook 
„in _themſelyes ro the ſame Method. 
ines, IN ſome Parts of the County of Lincoln, 
t to- moſt profane Cuſtom had long 2 
atis. ſpend the three Lord's Days after Lam- 
; of (and of late many before it) in 
Porſe- racing, and other riotous Diverſions. 
Fhis Diſorder was endeavoured to be ſup - 


be reſt in Cromwel's Days, but in vain; and 
cope Afterwards by ſome Gentiamen of the Coun - 
been , but with no better Succeſs. © So that 
ious had now for ſeveral Years paſt been la- 
ears - mented by ſerious Peeple, as an inveterate 
don- Pil, which was not to be redreſt. Bur 


IF pleaſed God for a few Years paſt, to 
ir up the Spirits of rhe Miniſters of the 


it to MHjacent Pariſhes, with ſuch Zeal and 
ans, Indignarion againſt this ſcandalous Pro- 
trict faneneſs; that they took their Conſtables, 
to a and other proper Aſſiſtants, with them, 
ven» and appeared with ſuch Courage and Re- 
Af- - Þlution againſt this rude Aſſembly, thar 
the whole Multitude was over - awd and 


to flight, So that on ſuch Lord's Days 
- where 


6 As Introduction to 
where there uſed to be many Hundreds of 
this lewd Mob, you could only have be- 
held ſeveral devout Miniſters with their 
Conſtables walking their Rounds: Or if *s 
any vain Perſons look'd that way, their 
next care, was ro flee with fuch ſpeed as 
might ſecure themſelves from Apprehenſi- 
on, And it 1s hoped, thar the ſame Care 
continued Yearly in this and other Places, 
will perperually prevent the like Diſor- 
ders; to ſuppreſs. which, they reſolve not 
to be wanting, as a Miniſter informs me 
en He Re” A ĩ A 
_ NOR is the Benefit of this pious Un- 
dertaking confined by rhe Boundaries - of 
this our Nation, rhe Morals of her Siſter-ů jj 
Kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland, have 
been happily improved by it. Yea, the 
Accounts ſent us from Perſons of rhe moſt *# 
eminent Learning and Piety, in diſtant 
Countries, inform us of the ſenſible Vigor r 
and Life of Religion, which has been 
excited amongſt them, by what they hear 
of its In Create . 5 
TEE Pious and Learned Dr. Frank, 
Profeſſor oſ Divinity in the City of Hal 
in Saxony, Writes thus concerning this 
Matter to ſome Gentlemen in London. 
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Ces, count of your Societies out of the Engliſh, 
ifor- o the German Language. Nor has this 
not nelemans Pains proved unuſeful. For 
me des the Good it has done to many parti- 

lar Perſons, who have been thereby awa- 
Un- ned to 4 greater Concern for their Spiritual 
of "Biification ; 4 great number of the Citizens 
ſter- LNurenburg, who had a little before 
dave "heeun to meet at each others Houſes, in 
the er to their mutual Improvement im the 
moſt '&, owledge of the Truth; are by this Book 
tant Mabtih Encouraged and Envigorated in good 
0 . hinge: As a very Pious Miniſter, ( who, 
een 
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the following Account. 7 


| Jan. 21, 1700. 


HE Eminent Succeſs of your pious 
Undertakings, has been made known to 


0 
2 

1 
# n 


in Germany, by the Reverend Doctor 


1; blonski, Chaplain to the newly Crowned 


ing of Pruflia, who hath Tranſlated the 


th two other Di vines, is wont to preſide 


& theſe Meetings) bas, in the Name of them 


, informed me from the Place. And in- 


ed, the Field of our Lord waxes more and 


Fore White unto Harveſt, And the true 


$avour of the Goſpel daily increaſes among#t 
"Perſons of various Ranks and Conditions, 

goth Men and Nomen; with ageneral Deſ re 
biving ſuitably thereunto. 3 
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8 An Introduction to 
IE eminent Monſieur Furieu, writes 
in a ſort of a Tranſport of theſe Matters, 
ina late Letter of his to one in London; ® 
rejoicing and praiſing God, that amidi 
the many Societies which he had obſerved 
to be made about the Concerns of Gold 
and Silver; he had at laſt, thro the Good. 
neſs of God, received a moſt reyiving Ac 
count of pious Perſons united in pruden 
and effectual Methods for the Extirpation 
of Vice, and the Advancement of Reli- 8 
ion. - 
a A very worthy Gentleman Writes th 
from Schaffhauſen in Switzerland. 


Jan. 12. 1700. "IN 
DR W full Account of the Religi. | 
ous Societies in London, 7s Tranflated i 

and Printed at Berlin; and is Dedicated | 
by the Tranſlator, to the Princeſi of Bran. 
denburgh, who is lately Married to the youn; #h 
Prince of Heſſ-Caſtel. Me have here ſom! 
Examples of the ſame ſort of Societies, ani 
it rejoices many amongſt us, to hear of thi 
great Piety and Zeal that reigns in Eng i 
A very Learned and Pious Foreigner, i 
who is pleaſed to favour me with his Cor 
5 reſpondence 
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the following Account. 9 
ez Wſpondence, in a Letter of his, (Mar. 
'« . 1700) informs me; That not only 

Nurenburg, but alſo at Augsburg, and 
3; ti bone, they find great Benefit by their 
F i ligious Societies; and that ſome Great 
rſons begin to reliſh the Divine Savour 
hn Religion; among whom, alaſs! too 
ac. ny are ſo deeply immerſt in carnal Plea- 
em Mes, rhat they have little Laſte of Spi- 


ion al Joy. He adds, That Dr. Lange at 
. orf, had begun to uſe Religious Exer- 


es with his Scholars, in imitation of 
"hoſe ar Hall, as Dr. Spencer had long ſince 
ne at Francfort. And that ſuch as for- 
Perly diſliked theſe things, began to be 
Hamed of being more vehement in oppo- 
g Aſſignations for Religion, than thoſe 
Drinking, and Gaming; or the Clubs 
Atheiſtical and profane Men: Con- 
ding thus, — For my own part, I look 
en theſe things as comfortable Signs, that 
Spirit of God is now about a great Mork, 


om: oh put a new Face on the whole Chriſtian 
f the II forbear to recite other Extracts of Fo- 


. have engaged in them here; ſo their po- 
lence, 1 
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ble Victories over the Impudence of pub ntra 


lick Enormities at home, ſerve to encou. f 
rage them in the purſuit of the ſcattered 3 ill 
Forces of the Prince of Darkneſs. Th: *F 
rather, becauſe the Lord of Hoſts ſeems u 8 
Fight for them, [partly by diſpiriting ani 
intimidating the Actors of Vice and Pro 
faneneſs, who have been hererofore un Bar 
dauntedly Bold and Hardy in the commil *oured 
ſion of it; and partly by exciting th 
Spirits of ſuch as oppole them, even to: M 
pitch of Bravery, which ſome what reſem- 
þ thoſe of whom it is ſaid in Scripture i 
"That the Spirit of the Lord came upon them 
and then we always find, that they pte . 
vail'd, and came off wich Vi&ory and Sur on 
ceſs. © 5 ä 
SO that it is beyond queſtion, that i 


ſuch as are of Eminency amongſt us, di Mels 
more generally give their Affiſtance an gait 4 
Countenance to this Divine and Gloriou 
: z e / 
Work, it would run on with Vigor, fro: 38 N 
one end of rhe Land to the other. And ho 
hrs Ke. i Mrs 
much this would tend to their Comfort an 
; Ger me ro 
Glory, in that Day wherein Great Mig. v 
muſt give an Account of their Talents (:y 


"Power and Authority, before that Right» 
ous Judge, from whom they have receivehapj;. k 
them, is not to be expreſs'd : Nor on ti 

| e con 


the following Account. 11 
ub. Wntrary, can we conceive the Horror and 
ou. Wenfu/ion, the Regret and Anguiſh which 
ill then overwhelm ſuch as drowzi- 
torget, or cowardly hide, or baſely miſ- 
ploy theſe weighty Talents. ; 
YEA, the Pious and Righteous Magi- 


ate will not ſtay till the laſt Day, for the 


ral Advantage of ſuch is now the more 
bable, fince the Ning has given his 
Kdyal Word that he will enter rhe Liſts 
inſt Profaneneß and Immorality, as the 
Pe raliſſimo of thoſe who join in this 
, Fignourable Work. By which his Ma- 
will appear Glorious in the fight of 
gels, and of Men, and be beloved of 
God himſelf,” who will not fail ro Hon. 
"08 thoſe that Honour him. 1 
ND in truth, our utmoſt Endea- 
Mrs of this Nature are abſolutel requi- 
co juſtify the Sincerity of thoſe Devo- 


Me ys we have uſed on the Faſts, which 


nts d hae been kept on this occaſion by publick 
1g hte Whority ; in which, by confefling the 


cer "W13ck Sins of the Nation before God, 


cou | 


I2 An Introduction to 
and Pray ing againſt them, we have ſo f.) - 
engaged cur ſelves to endeavour to ſup. . B 
preſs them, that we cannot recede from i Merle 
without being branded with the moft un pr a 
ſufferable prevarication with Almigly Me (i 
God. And it is not to be thought that: May 
whole Nation can contract ſuch Guilt ani 
come off Unpuniſſrd: For it is not th non 
uſual Method of God's proceeding, 1 "Gapry 
build up and eſtabliſh that People whici Me 
dare thus impudently mock his Omi 
ſcience, and challenge his Vengeance. 
ONE thing more may alſo be remark 
from theſe manifold Combinations of Per win 


fons, Piouſly inclined, in various Parts o Wen  \ 
this Kingdom, (as allo in that of Irelani ut 
namely, that it is not only requiſite, bi M ha 
even natural for Pious Perſons to aſſocia Mi. 
with thoſe of the ſame Diſpoſſtions, eſp: o 
cially where conſiderable Bodies of Me be 
of contrary Inclinations join togetber Hout 
oppole them. This was the firſt CauW477; 
which induced Men to Unite into P D 
tical Bodies, and tis this which cem A 


them together to this Day; which demo er- 
ſtrates the Neceſſity of Religious Aſſoc: 
ons, in order to a general Reformation H 
Manners, and is a full Vindication of 1 
Societies hereafter deſcribed. 


» 


= 


, the follaming Account. 13 
op B U. bere L have heard ſome elder 
n 11 Perſons Object, That it is not a proper 
un Ir a becoming thing, for Youth to man- 
ape ſuch Affairs as theſe; it were better 
Way they) and more ſeemly, that Hoary 


an. ads ſhould undertake this Great and 
th Wrourable Province, and then it would 


„n "Carry greater Honour and Reverence in its 
„ UG 2 

| BUT, I pray you, Gentlemen! who 
ders your Aſſembling and Acting in 
ans. Poſt of Honour? It will be happy if 


ark 

per Nur Conſcience can teſtify, that it has not 
rts 0 Men Soth nor Lulęewarmneſß, nor any 
elani yt of Love and Teal for your God, 
> bu g bath ſo long ſtopt your Mouths from 
ſocia king of Publick Vice, and your Hands 


„ eſp: oppoſing it? However, if you will 


Meg be pleaſed to pluck your Hands our 
-her our Boſoms, and Fight like Valiant 
Cauꝰ ins in this Combate betwixt Light 
0 Pos 


ans; have you any Reaſom to be of- 
Fr ed . againſt | theſe oung Sri plings, who 


1 4 An I, utroduction FO ; 


Rand up with a generous Courage to aſſer | a ; 
the Honour of God, and ſtop the Moutt # 
of Blaſphemy ? This would be to add th r c 
guilt of Envy to that of Slorh : And yd 5 & 
will do well to Repent of both, and © Wy < 
act more becoming your Years and Vow . we 
left theſe deſpiſed Young ones take 1 4 =” 1 
Crown. En 
BU T after all tis a grand miſtake | 
think that the preſent Endeavours of Re + oh Fir 
formation are managed by young Perſon pv: 
That important Province is Govern'd b Ice, 
Perſons of Conſiderable Quality, Age, av es 
Experience, as we ſee in the Account bt f 
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them publiſhed with the approbarion 4 Pin 
divers Lords Spiritual and Temporal, au e.! 
of ſeveral of our Honourable Judges. NI 1 F 50 


can the Body of the Regions eng 43 
accounted a parcel of Raw Yourhs, n 
they have been of above Two and wen e 
Years ſtanding ; and thoſe that firſt ? Wer R 
gaged in them continue their kind 1 
lowſhip with ſuch as have fince faln ' a 
with them. C 0 

As to others, who ſuſpect cheſe M 
ciations for the ſake of Practical 8. 6 f 
as things of dangerous Conſequence, ti 
Objections are particularly conſidered 
the following Account, However, to 1 


the lining. hy 3 4 15 


the World all farther Satisfaction that is 
flible; ler the Event it ſelf ſpeak, whether 
aſſen Wy remarkable Evil hath been produced 
jou their continuence above 22 Years in 
4 th Ar cheif City? Have any Popiſh Emiſſa- 
1 ya. ric s made a Prey or a Tool of them? Have 
d vy Sects or Factions ſprung from them? 
Tow ö 1 ave they any way Diſhonoured the Com- 
| mi} nion which they Embrace? Or rather, 
not undeniable matter of Fact, that 
Y th have Eminently contributed towards 

f B. on increaſe of Chriſtian knowledge, the 
ron if Wiving of true Piety, the ſuppreflion of 
d 1 Ne, and the abatement of thoſe pre ju- 
, an | es and objections which many that diſ- 
nt pt from our Communion had conceived 
ä Fit itꝰ And is it not apparent that they 
e laid a moſt Fetal. cheme to quaſh' 
i | appearance of public Impiety * | 
I Wroraliry ; ; yea to ſubvert the very Fotin- 
ions of Irreligion? whereby thay have 
— este rhe Churcki of Ent land. to o- 
& 4 er Ret ormed Churches, And may in rime 
d 1 4 Faw multitudes ro our Communidn, And 
n 4 fre once for all, T ſolemnly teſtify, that 
Eving for a long while intimatly and (as 
verily rhink) thorowly known their Prin- 
ß * ples, Methods, and Pur oſes of acting 
WF cheſgfacerpires; 1 15 LEY WW no N 
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10 An Introduction to F 
Siniſter, or Uncommendable Deſign pro- . 
poſed or proſecuted thereby: Nothing in 
truth bur the Glory of God, the Intereſt . 
of Religion, and the Salvation of Men, *K& 
And in very deed, what Rea ſon can there 
be to ſuſpect Danger from ſuch who ma- # 
niteſtly and proteliegly, purlue the chief Ak. 
Ends both, of the Chriſtian Religion, and lk 
of all Civil Government? And who do all 
this in Methords ſtrictly legal, and ex- 
actly conformable to the Conſtitution of a 
our Government in Church and State? a 
EA, ſince the Maintenance of tbe 
Authority of the Laws of Sod, and thoſe al 
of our Land, is the great and only End "8 
propoſed hereby: I humbly. ask all ſuch r 

as reproach this Undertaking, and re. 
vile the Promoters of it, What it is theyß 


aim at in ſo doing? Can you (ay, that it "ul 
is not fit that che God: that made us ſhould ſe 
be ſerved with a ſupreme, Religious Fear ? ohh 
Or, that we oyghr not to regard gur Fe. "oh 
Combat. ol HL” pe 1127 eee 17 
nal Laws againſt Vice and” Profanenels 3 
(thoſe wholeſom Ordinances of Man) for "ſj 
the Lord's ſake 2. Would you perſwade us , 
to give up our Holy, Religion to be mock'd 'G 
and trampled on, as it is by thoſe Ble, 


phemers,. $ Hatt bers, and. other lend! 


1,9 he { {#4 a B47 } o. iS ae Ne 1 
| 8 preſs d 
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1er in the ſolemn Aſſem- 

of his People) and ver do nothing in 
nor take any farther Care about it, but 

" make the reading of both theſe Laws a 

wer Mockery in the Face of God and Man?  * 

can you ſtand forth and tell the Magi- 

Fe, That he is not to be a Terror to E- 


15 doers, nor a Countenancer of thoſe that do 

2-00 ge | 

Ju "*FTRULY, Sirs! your Attempts of this 
re. arure will be in vain, till you can per- 

they Mae us wirhal, That there is no God, 


Providence, nor Judgment to come. 
And truly ir becomes all that are under 
Sacred Vows of the Chriſtian Religion 
& conſider this in a due manner, bur eſpe- 
ally thoſe who have the ſuperadded 
"Bonds of other Oaths and Engagements 
e us Finding them to a ſpecial Concern for 
ck d God's Service and Honour, as all the Ma- 
Blaſ- rates and Miniſters of this Land have 


17 5 a very tremendous manner. 
eſs d — B 4 AND 


I'S An Introduction to 
1/9588 AND bleſſed be God, There are fome 8 
of both theſe who heartily and vigorouſly $ 
engage in this glorious Enterprize, and who 
meet together at ſet Times to farther it 
according to their Power and proper Place 
of acting in it. And if any can be con. 
tent to fir idly in this Time of their 8# 
Maſter's Harveſt, or are pleaſed to deride . 
ſuch as ſet themſelves to it, we leave them 
to their Fudg. | = 

IN ſhort, Tho the Aſſiſtance given to Your 
this Great and Bleſſed Work, be not ſo. el 
great nor general, as to advance it at pre- WW 
{ent with that Power and univerſal Preva- 
lency as is highly deſirable : Yer thro' the Wane 
Goodneſs of God to us, there are ſo many Porr 
Perſons of various Qualities, Functions, and NAL 


— be - 


Authority, who heartily apply themſelves ! 
to it, as are not only ſufficient (under God) : 


to make it ſubſiſt, but to prevail in a e 
great meaſure, even to a conſpicuous a- We | 
batement of all manner of notorious Vice, Mat 
and Profaneneſs. As it more particularly W- 

appears in the following: Account. 


Religious Societies i 
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ouſh f Moc: * 3 1 
Who Fl. | Wal 11 A P. II. | 
er it tz | 
lace 2h L Aude of the = 4 11. g 
con- Societies. 

their _ | 

eride . hy 


them Por not Ta eee to give an | Av: 
count of all the Piaus Fellowſhip of 
n to Vt, which hath been amongſt us in 
r ſo tle paſt; (which, we may Tope, has 
pre- Ws the practice of ſerious Tung Men in 
eva- Ages, and among all the roo various 
the mrs of Chriſtians) but to give 
any A örr Narrative of the Original of thoſe 
and lated Societies, which are now'( thro, 
lves Grace of God) conſpicuous among us 
30d) many good Works; and which ( * 
in a V encourag'd ) may very much contri- 
s a- e towards the Support, Honour and 
Vice Mancement of theſe Three Kingdoms, %s 
arly MEhi#chi/and State; and yer are but 
WW lite! knbwn 77 very ONO ene ? 


AN'OW,;” as far 58 am able to trace 
Fr frf? Riſe, it Was thus introduc d by 
, ie | | | . 
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20 The Riſe of theſe 
IT is now about Two and twenty Vea 
ago, that ſeveral young\Met of the Chung 9 5 
of England, in the ties of London au 4 
Meſtminſter, were about the ſame tine ici WY 
rouch'd with a very affecting Senſe of the Fl a 
Sins, and began to apply themſelves, in he) 
very {ſerious manner, fe 2k A Though = 
and Par poſes... 1 Weil 
AS to 9 manner 'of Life before tu 
i aminform'd; That tho ſome of the: ; wit 
had been guilty of great neglect and con tie 
tempt of Religion, and yer became ver al 
affectionate Servants of God afterward ani 0 
beven to an Emineney, in the Judgme: 
of ſome, Who wirh Wonder conſider BY 
their. happy Change ) yet the greater Pa goa . 
of them were ſuch as had en joy d a {6 WM 
der Education, and had not ſhared in th | 
ſcandalous and heighten'd' Enormities 0 
thele latter Days, other wiſe than by the r 
having deen too inſenſible of the Ditto: 01 
eur done e God by em. But: theynõνẽ a., 
began to 08: their ; N and Qthe! Be 0 
ins, in another manver. 1 
I. was, about the time: made privy 1 
che ſpiritual Sorrows of ane of Then wi th 
with Flogds of Tears lame 15 that 1 
had not till then had any affecting Appt $ 
— of the Gloriong/ Majeſty, and 4 | 
fettig 


Religions Societies. 21 


ft eat gon, of God, nor of his Infinite Love 
,- Pu Men, in his Son Feſus Chriſt: And 
wig "mathe had not before felt any 1 Con- 
N . ns of the immenſe Evil of every Of- 
g ” & againſt God, tho it be bur ( ſaid 
um ig in the wilful Neglect, or Miſperfor- 


ice of any Duty to him. But now he 

and groan'd under all this, in very 
ap and pungent Convictions. And 
fal, perceiving the univerſal Corrup- 
of humane Nature, and the deplorable 
ledneß and Deceit of Man's Heart; 
with what a World of Temptations 
are encompaſs'd, being withal Befieg'd 


fader: 5 many inviſible Legions of Infernal Spi- 


r Pa . When he conſider'd all this, his 
A lo ml was even poured out within him, 
in th aa he was in danger of being overwhel- 
ries ( with exceſſive Sorrow. | 

the THE Caſe was very much the ſame 
Jiſho: Ich ſeveral young Men at the ſame time, 
F100 is he then told me) ſome of whom had 
orhes een greatly Tempred by the Devil, (that 


NMurderer from the beginning) to lay vio- 
Tvy N 0 t Hands on themſelves ; which was al- 
4 Wi Che confeſs'd ) his own Temptation; 

Id that ſo urgent and inceſſant, that 
Meep departed from his Eyes, as well as 
de Reſt from his Sul. 
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IN this mournful Seaſon, theſe il 
conſolate convicted Perſons, often oy 
ed to their Miniſters for Spiritual Advic® 
and Succour ; beraking themſelves in go 
earneſt to the ways of real Piety, and eie 
nal Peace. And it many times fell or 
(as the ſame Perſon inform'd me) that!? 
veral of them met together, at the Ho- 
of their Spiritual Phyfician, ſeeking Cu i; 
for their wounded Spirits; and lo co wi 
tracted a little Acquaintance by tho! 
Providential Interviews. = 

FOR, alas! ( as he ſuggeſted ) then 
needed little other Language, but that o "i 
their Looks, to diſcover their inward Sor. 
rows to each other, (eſpecially when they i 
came prepar'd to open them to their M. 
aiſter ) and they needed no other Argu- * 
ments to incline them to pity each other; pi 
Caſe, but to confider their own ; there 
being a Propenſiry in Nature, to ſuccout :FEL 
thoſe who groan under the like Miſeries * 
with our ſelves, So that by theſe, and 
the like Means, they ſoon contracted a 'W 
very intimate Acquaintance. 78 

THE Benefit of Dr, Horneck's awaken- 

ing. Sermons, and the Morning Lectures 
on the Lord's Day in Cornhil, Preach'd by WW 
Mr. Smithies, ( chiefly defi 3gn d for the In 1 i 

Aruction 
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FR 


ſe di Arycion of Youth ) having occaſion d 


reſor 


Advt 


{ſeries 
and 
ted 2 


aken- 
tures 


d by 


e In- | 
tion: 


T4 


« 
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nuch of this happy Work vpon the Spi- 
hits of theſe young Men; they did more 
Particularly apply themſelves to theſe Di- 
FJines for Direction, who had been Inſtru- 
ments in the Hand of God for their Con- 
Fiction. | 

AND upon their frequent Application 
to.rcheſe, and other Miniſters, it was ad- 
ſed, That ſince their Troubles aroſe 
Im the ſame Spiritual Cauſe; and that 
eir Inclinations and Reſolutions center'd” 
the ſame Purpoſe of a Holy Life; they 
Mould meer together once a Week, and 


apply themſelves. ro good Diſcourſe, and 


Sad ; A 


Things wherein they might ediſie one another. 


M. Id for the better Regulation of rheir- 
Argu- 
ther? 
there 
cout 


Meetings, ſeveral Rules and Orders were 
preſcrib'd them, being ſuch as ſeem'd moſt* 
oper to effect the End propos d. 

:X UPON this, they mer together, and 
Fept to their Rules , and at every Meeting 
s it was advisd )) they conſiderd the- 
"Wants of the Poor, which in time amount- 
to ſuch conſiderable Sums, that there- 
many poor Families have been reliev d, 
fame poor People ſer into a way of Trade, 
Mirable to their Capacities, ſundry Priſo- 
, ſet at Liberty, ſome poor _— 


5 


8 
op 
&\ 
FI 
3 0 


WW. 24 The Riſe of thee 
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343+ 336) 


and Societies, and find their Arts and In- 


farthered in their Subſiſtefite at the Di- ve 
verſity, ſeveral Orphans maintain'd, with Moe 
many other good Works. _ "W's 

BUT they were not preſently brought ine 
ro thoſe pious Exerciſes, Orders, and Perl 
Things of publick Benefit; to which they the I 
are now, by the Grace of God, advanced. I 


4 


As no Creature is born in its full Per- Mee 
fection; ſo the improvement of theſe So- Mt 
cieties grew up by degrees, by conferring BW. 
one with another, and by their enlarg d 
Deſires of doing Good, as Occaſions Mer 
and Advice were offer'd them. So that o 
I cannot but recommend Chriſtian Society i 


. 


with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, to all forts g 


of Men. It muſt needs be as uſeful to 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters, in carrying on 
their arduous Work of Regulating and 
Reforming Mens Manners, as daily Ex- 
perience ſhews it to be ro Artiſts and . 
Tradeſmen, who join together in Companies Min 
tereſts advanc'd by a multitude of Heads r 
and Hands. So that we may very pro- 
perly pronounce Solomon s. Ny to him that 


15 alone. - | , . T : * war 
THESE young Men ſoon found the + 
Benefit of their Conferences one with 
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another, by which, (as ſome of them m 
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ve etold me with Joy) they better gif 
Nerd their own Corruptions, the 
M a 's Temptations, and how to Guse 


Ini- , 4 
vith 


ight nne his ſubele Devices; as to which each 
and | 4A communicated his Experiences to 
they | 

ced. x Wr „ proper, for the better Ma- 


Per- .mggement of rheir common Stoch for Cha- 
e So- Able Uſes, to chuſe two Stewards, as 


ring Managers of their Charity. And the 
irg d 4 IC firſt Stewards that I find [ after di- 
fions ig ent ſearch ) were in the Year 1678, 
that Pole Names I have by me, with a re- 
iet 8 ded Succeſſion of chem, to the beg in- 


ſorts X 


1 to Mc time the Face of tbe⸗ Reformed Re- 
g on go 15 5 Hlopded, and all. Private 
and Metings ſpecte 9 ſome of theſe. young 
Ex. ons, nor having digg d 28 enough 


and \Whaveaficm Root in Religio ©, beban to 
LANES Mink. and DD Peck lik e th e Seed 1 in 
d In- 1288 e e 2 0 had no 355 5 


leads wf Korth of the Th 
pro- . eee againſt, 15. 7 y, when 

N bai Y ſaw rhe bloody and mercilej s Exccu- 
in City and Condury, with which 
1 heli Re gn began, which d) Kd... It 71 uch 


with 3 n Col cla as LED 970 r 5 
chem many, par ticularly to the 7 ro- 
have Jelyte, 


26: The Riſe of theſe. * 
ſelytes, inſomuch, that ſome of them for. ol R 
ſook their wonted Aſſemblies, and getting ui. | 
looſe from their ſtrict Rules and good S0. an 
czety, they grew cool in Religious Cor. in h 5 
cerns, and alas! ſome of them grew looſethg po 
and extravagant. be d 
TIMES of Danger are indeed, Timezig che 
of Trial, and many times of Falling; arhelt c 
ir provd to the firſt Followers of Oouyerp E 
Bleſſed Saviour, who kept clofe to thei cia 
Maſter whilſt he was ar Liberty, biand/af 
when they ſaw him Apprehended, and ile f 
the Hands of powerful Enemies, they ally 862; 
Forſook him, and fled. © Comm: 
BUT, thro' the Grace of God, ther:Vaws, 
was not ſuch a roral Tergiverlation amongTghts : 


4 
wy 


1 


theſe young Diſciples of our Lord; bu Mc! 
on the contrary, ſome of them being en-wers C 
courag d by others, who till then, had noand Pra 
been of this Society, being alſo griev'd amp! 
Heart to ſee ſome of their Brethren -:u1by the 
their Backs in the Day of Battel ; and be Ci fri 
ing animated with holy Zeal againſt threggl 
growing Intereſts of Pope, (which thanews 
appear d not only open, bat* in Artiour M v 
being promoted by the utmoſt Power, anifrom th 
moſt earneſt Zeal of the Prince then Reignto gonc 


ing) Being (Tay) greatly moved - on alKnowle 


more FigorVige to c 
N 


2 9 

1 

1 
. fav 13 


theſe Accounts, they rook' 
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for. off Reſolution than ever, to do what in 
ing oi lay towards the maintaining and in- 
d S. ling the Purity and Power of Religion 
. in chemſel ves and others: And ſeeing that 
looſet hg Popiſh Maſs was then publickly Cele- 
„ brated, not only at the Royal Chappel, but 
mein ther publick Places, they ſer up (at 
3 rhe own Expence) publick Prayers e- 
ou Evening, at Eight of the Clock, at St. 
theitCleen: Danes, which never wanted a full 
buanq iffectionate Congregation. And not 
nd inlen after, they ſer up an Evening Month- 
ey ali MRure in the ſame Church, ro confirm: 
 Communicants in their holy Purpoſes and 
ther Vas, which they made at the Lord's 
mongTable : And by this publick Lecture, 
bu ich was greatly frequented ) many 
g en-wetes Confirmed; both in the Profe/ſion- 
d noa Practice of the true Principles of Pri- 
7d ame Religion; for they were Preached 
tumby he moſt Eminent Divines about the 


bei from whoſe Lips and Pens, Popery 
| thersgzz d ſuch Wounds, as all her Art will 
theme her be able ro Cure. 


Hour T was the Deſign of theſe young Men, 
„ anifrom the firſt Framing of their Societies, 
eignto gonceal their Names from publick . 
2n al&nowledge, left it ſhould ſeem to be a De- 
iger Vice to catch the Applauſes of. Men; which 
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28 The Riſe of theſe | 
is but a very poor Matter, an ierial Bla} Mer? 
of little importance if you obtain ir, an: Hnſe 
of which you can have no hold; and the dit 
look'd upon it with a juſt Diſdain, MPuf 
compariſon with thoſe exceeding gre, Wane 
and precious Promiſes, which the Unchang rde l 
able God hath {er before Men. Bur the Wit, 
had now a particular Reaſon for conce! nk 
ing their Names from all but their Mir 
ſters and a few Friends; for the Eyes ( 2T 
Papiſts then in Power, were intent ups Þ 
them, who (together with thoſe the 
Underſetters, whom Gain, and the Pi, 
miles of Court favour had brought over 1 
their Party) pry'd narrowly into all th 
did; ſo that they ſaw they had great Re: a. 
ſon, as well as the Primitive Chriſti ans 3 
uſe the 7iſdom of the Serpent, whilſtthe gap 
as carefully retain d the Innocence of ti, iy 
Dove; eſpecially being in the near Neig jy 
bourhood of the Court, which was tall A 
filld with Foreign and Domeſtick Zea 
for Popery, or withcrouching falſe FrienÞ 
to Proteſtancy. 2 775 
IN this Juncture, upon Advice, tha; 
chang'd the Name of Society, for that 
Club; and inſtead of meeting ar a Friend 
Houſe, who might be endanger'd by 
they ad journ d to ſome — 155 
= ; ot (dk 
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Blat Offer where they could have a Room to 
„ an Wnſclves; and under the Pretext of 
| the ding a Shilling or two, they confer'd 


in, Mpuſly rogether in theſame Religious 
gre nner as formerly; by which honeſt Ar- 


hang ff = they carried on their good Defign 


t ch; Whour interruprion, -even to the end of 


Tat unhappy Reign, 


ce: * | , 
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EC Pu 4 | | 15 
wer Actount of the Progreſs of 
l the ee Societies: And of their 
ar Re fea Aim and Deſign. 

zANS,'. 8 Fas | 


1 H IS their Conſtancy, Piety, and 
good Service to the Publich, in fo 
deus a Juncture, made them more 
An, and much efteemed at the begin- 
Erien BF of rhe Reign of King William and 
n Mar, thoſe celebrated Inſtruments 
Poc's Providence, for the reſtoring 
4s eligion and Liberty, when the pub- 
ieEEnjoyments of both were juſt expir- 
| by hy 
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30 The Progreſs of theſe * 
THE firſt Deſign of thoſe who jon 
in this Religious Fellowſhip lookt no fu 
ther than the mutual Aſſiſtence and (igen 
ſolation one of another in their Chriſtin, : 
FVarfare; that by their  interchang Mit 
Counſels and Exhortations, they mig F Hd. 
the better maintain their Integrity int Mu. 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generati fla, 
Bur as their Senſe of the Bleſſedneſs WR 
Religion, and the Value of Immortal Sc "art 
increaſed, they could not bur exe o 
Bowels of Compaſſion towards ſuch 
diſcovered little Concern about theſe: 
portant Matters. Which inclined th 
to endeavour, by Diſcourſe with th 
Acquaintance in proper Seaſons, to pri nh 
upon them thoſe Divine Arguments whe val 
by themſelves had been rouzed out 0 ea 
State of Carnal Inſenſibleneſs. And fs 'Þ 
ing that the Grace of God many ti: Wa 
ſeconded theſe their Chriſtian Admon| 8 
ons to good effect, they became more | ik 
bituated to good Diſcourſe, eſpecia Wi 
where there was any probability of a ci 
acceptance of ir. Inſomuch that ar len 
rhey could not but ſtand amazed at 
Succeſs which it pleaſed God to? 
them. One of them (to whom God! W 
0 =” gi 
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nd cugen a very deep ſenſe of Religious Mat- 
hriſtuß and a very moving manner of ex- 
chang ppagſing it) had ſuch ſucceſs, that be had 
y mig F der God) induced moſt of his intimate 
Ly in t Mgquaintance at leaſt to an outward Re- 
nerati ation. | | | 

dneſs MON this they made a private Order 
tal Sa A ine of their Aſſemblies, that every 


exert: on ſhould endeavour to bring in one o- 
ſuch tat leaſt into their Society: Which 
theſei did ro good effect, For I heard a 
ed thy /erious Perſon bleis God with great 
ich th; Action, that ever they made ſuch an 
to pr er. and took ſuch Reſolutions: For, 
's whe he, this put one of them upon Diſ- 
out o ſe with me about thoſe things, which 


\nd fv Þ il that time little minded? but now 
1y tin ga he ) I can never forget them 
dmon Hls may recommend good Diſcourſe 
more | en all proper Occaſions in Company; 
{peci Mich where. ever ir is piouſly deſigned, 
of a cid ſeriouſly performed, will be bleſt of 
at len d ro more excellent Purpoſes than we 
d at g without trial conceive. 1 5 
tog TH Us then their Religious Fraternities 
God! w and increaſed, even till they became 
gi! N picuous, and in ſome degree famous: 
Which ſtill induced other Joumg Men, that 
Pere of ſober Inclinations, to join with 
them; 


Satisfactory; their Aſſemblies ſo Regula' 
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that k 


THIS conſpicuous Advancement 

theſe Societies, in Number and Repu 4g be 
gave occaſion ro ſome miſtaken or illi JF - 
fected Perſons, to miſrepreſent them 
the Biſhop, as things leading to Schi, 
Spiritual Pride, and many other 7/ C Vind 
ſequences. And this made their Nam ga 
more publick than ever they thought ; * 
deſired to have them. For now they we 

obliged to appear and juſtify their Undei aye 
taking: Which they did in, a very hun every 
ble and folid Apology addreſſed to the: Lal ver 
Biſhop of London; wherein they humb ag 
aſſured his Lordſhip, chat their only D. ofghh 
ſign was to quicken each others Affectio 
towards Spiritual Things, and to advanc 
their Preparations for another World, an- eg 
to this end to aſſiſt each other to live in al dege! 
reſpects as it becometh the Goſpel. And 
that they deſired to proſecute this Chriſti ay 
an Deſign in none but Chriſtzan. Mes hoc. 10 h 
with due Reſpect to their Superzors 1 thetn 
Church and State, and without any caulk. Com: 
of offence to any one. And, in fine, thei. A 
Vindication appear d ſo Reaſonable anc heit 


and 
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„ Subordinate to the Publick Worſnip, 
diſtu heir Deſigns ſo truly Chriſtian and 
Sec gtrenſive, (all which was atteſted by 
{everal eminent Divines on their behalf) 
ent (-rhat his Lordſhip declared himſelf ſatisfied 
Lepu in peir Undertaking; ſaying, God forbid 
r Ui obs I ſhould be againſt ſuch excellent De- 


Schi OR indeed, any one that peruſes the 


11 Co Vindication of their Societies, which they 
Nam q up upon this, and another like oc- 
ght in, (the Copies of which, ſeveral of 
ey wen ee keep by them) will find, that they 
Unde:. e given ſuch meck and full Anſwers to 
y hun gygry Obiection, that they have render'd 
he Lon ig Very difficult for any Lover of Piety, or 
humb! ag dne that knows and deſires the Intereſts 
nly Di, e Reformation, io make any reaſonable 
tection Hection againſt their Orders or Deſion. 
advance s to that which is fear'd by ſome ſo- 
r1d,an, begand good People, namely, that ir may 
ve in al degenerate in time to a Sec, and introduce 
. And ion; be ir conſider d, that as this 
Chriſi- Muld indeed be a very deteſtable Thing, 
ſethodi; hey have moſt induſtriouſly Fenced 
77075 |. thetnſelves againſt it, by their Monthly 
1y caul. Communion ; their uſe of many of the Pub- 
ne, thei. A Prayers conſtantly in their Aſſemblies; 
ble anc heir ſetting up Publick Prayers in many 
Regula' Churches 
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34 - The Progreſs of theſe 
Churches in the City, and frequent ef, 
them in great Bodies, where they app no 
a very Devour Part of the Congregatia i. 
and their utter diſclaiming of all Sc fi 
and Faction; and finally, their humſoꝶ 0 
deference to their Miniſters, without wN 
Approbation, no Rule, Prayer, nor Prad fu. 
is allow'd among them; I ſay, all rhomwhi: 
Conſiderations together, give any ſcfetllq 
Perſon all the Satisfaction that he can tan 
ſonably demand, that there is no mantha 
of Ground for ſuch a Jealouſie: For HN 
deed, they find ſuch Improvement in c 
Chriſtian Duty, and ſuch Satisfaction r 
their Conſciences, in obſerving the Corſi , | 1 
rutions of the Church of England, chat Ment 
is remark'd by ſome that have made an 
quiry into the Matter, that it has v 
rarely happen d that any Perſon that co 
be truly ſaid to be of theſe Societies, h 

fall'n From the publick Communion, ful Fal 
any Sect or Separation, 5 5 K 
AND as to that other dark and diff, 
Caſe of ſome of them, who after an Holy 
pearance of Zeal for this piou: Undertalibeſi pf 
and a temporary Partnerſhip in it, hin. 
fall'n off to Vanity and Vice: It is ing the 
the cutting off a Member to the reſt of. MA! 
Body; they conſider it with 275 5 
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JueniGQ@f, Affliction, and Indignation, tho ir 
appel ho new thing in every Profeſſion of 
egatu gion, to have ſome falſe Bretheren. 
Sch T firſt Planters of Christianity had rea- 
humſotg o ſigh over the Apoſtacy of a Iudas a 
ut whNiebo/as, a Demas, whom the Love of this 


Prat preſent World had enſnared. And I menti- 
II ches bis, char every one that maketh Pro- 


ny ſo feſſe of Religion, and thinketh that he 
 canr/tandeth, may take heed leſt he fall: And 
> manthathey may dig deep, and lay a* firm 
For H Hation in Faith, Lowlineſs of Mind, 
it in found Knowledg of the great Things 
ction r Salvation; and that they be very 
> Conſtrich in Chriſtian Watchfulneſs, and in 
that M fication of the deſires of Sin, and 
nade in Muntermining the inward workings of 
has neon, even to their Lives end. 
ar c fall from a high Profeſſion of Reli- 
es, bien will prove a very cruſhing and dread- 
nion, f Fall: And therefore let every Chriſtian 
oc well ro the Sincerity of his own 
d dif, that bis Spiritual Knowledg, and 
an FI Vows, may nor increaſe the num- 
ertalibeß ef his Stripes at laſt, for want of 
it, bwalfeing ſutably thereto, and or̃ perſever- 
r is ling therein. | 
ft of.. Y | NY of theſe unhappy Revolters from 
jercihgir former ſtrictneſs of Life, are now 
. C nor 
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36 The Progreſs of theſe % 
not able to bear the Reproofs of their t 
ſevering Brethren ; they ſhun their Cole: 
pany, they know not how to cone. 
with them, and are aſham'd to look cc as 
in the Face; and ſometimes they tber 


them to diſturb them no more by ti M. 
Admonitions, ſince they apprehend all 
Danger they threaten them with to beis 
ry true, and foreſce their deſperate C 
ſometimes with a Terror not to be Of 
- preſs'd. And their Deſign ſeems to be 
divert thoſe Melancholy Thoughts as lun 
as they can, With all the ſenſual Me 
ment they can invent. So true is that (#8 
ſervation, That Religion can torment i 
whom it cannot reclaim. vroup 
O!] how much greater Comfort is th N 
in the conſcientious Practice, than in Conte 
profane Contempt of Religion, even ind dy 
courſe of this Mortal Life! But who che he 
expreſs the infinite difference betwixt ti Pr 
in the Hour of Death, the Day of Junlenie 
ment, the ſtate of the Reſurrection, leſkehir 
the unchangeable Eternity to come? a0 er 
IO ͤſhun this fatal Danger of apd 1 0 
tizing from God, and reverſing 125 be 
Vows made to him; it is the Practic 8 
all theſe Societies ro partake of the pay 
Supper of our Lord as frequently as i") 
| [1 
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heir nay thereby to devote themſelves afreſh 


Ir Co eir good Maſter, and to confirm their 
convelilW01ſes of perpetual Service ro Him, 
ook tt as a means of receiving Spiritual 


eth from him ſo to do. . 
D in order to their more adviſed 


to beis ſome one Church or more of this 
Dit da Sermon preached every Lord's 
o be the Evening (by the procurement 
to bed e of theſe Societies) on the import- 
as lin dubject of due Preparation for the 


1 Mer Table, and a meet deportment 4. 

that o by which, great Good has been 

nent and Ha deep ſenſe of Religion 
Mnt in many Perſons. 


o by this their Care to acquit their 
an in Confeences, as to this laſt Command of 
en in dur ing Lord, many of them have (by 
who ele Grace of God ) attained to that excel - 
vixt tien Þr imitive Temper, of frequent Com- 
of Ju Mating without growing formal; not 
tion, wing due Reverence by the frequency, 
ne ? WPecringuiſhing the proper Exerciſes of 
Ff apc Lg co God, Than ulneſs and Spiritual 
ng 117 at chis Divine Sacrifice of Praiſe, [ as 
ractice S unhappily do) by exceſſive and 
2 * ang 9 onable Terror aud Dread. 


; ny | 1 
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THERE is ſuch Love amongſt th, 

of them that have faln under my Ob 
vation, that ſcarce any natural Broth 5 
are ſo vigorouſly Affectionate. I HA 
often beheld their meeting and parmy Pf 
Embraces with Admiration; and tiiq 
who are newly admitted are ſoon c @ke 
tracted into the ſame Fellowſhip of chu 
an- Brotherhood. They are allo far ſt 1 
rigid Cenſure and unkind. treatment of 
ſorts of Chriſtians. As they truly ain hings 
real Chriſtianity, ſo they value it wg 
ever they find it. And as a Learned 
reigner Writes, this is the effect it d 


abroad; and that where the Luther 
and Calviniſts fall into theſe methods 
advancing real Piet), they become m 
kind and meek, that is, more Chriſtian, 
like one to another. | P. 
IT is requir'd of ſuch as deſtre to jd By 
themſelves ro them; Thar they give a 
Society ſome Teftimony of their Sincer each 
in this affair, and of their Senſe of H 
ritual Things, with the real Motu d 
which lead them to this Undertakit Nev: 
and what they ſeriouſly purpoſe as to tind 
future Life.. This is many times done /bngy; 
Writing; and J have perus d ſome of th wat 
Papers, andghave found them pen'd in ſutiaKe 
Wt, 
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neſt, affectionate, and undiſguis'd 
ep wich ſuch pious and ſenſible Ex- 
Mons, and in ſo modeſt and bumble a 

I hanger, that they would mightily affect 
d para dus Perſon to read them, and move 
nd tim ii break forth into pathetick Praiſes 
ſoon 4 God, who hath given ſuch Grace to 
of Chung en in ſo degenerate an Age. 

far it AS? r the Reproaches which ill Peo- 


7 


. 


ent ofie on theſe Societies, it is what good 
ly aim hig 


| and Perſons have cver met with 
it Wehe beginning, and muſt be expect- 
arned] the end of the World. The Scoffs 
Ct it ic udges of ſuch People againſt any 
Lutbering lemonſtrate that there is Good in 
1erhods indeed their Commendarions may 
ome m d upon as an effectual Defamas 
Chriſti I WE | | 
| UPO N ſuch Occafions of Slanders 
re to jc Mil ſpeaking againſt them, I have 
give ard hem exhorting and recommending 
Sincet cat other, the true Chriſtian Armcur 
iſe of STIWnility, Patience, and a Reſem. 


ne of th h Good; minding one another nor 


1 5 bh 1 
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Warfare; that by their interchany ppglffir 
Counſels and Exhortations, they mit F Ude 
the better maintain their Integrity in t Aga 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generati fan 
Bur as their Senſe of the Bleſſedneſs N 
Religion, and the Value of Immortal Sc A 
increaſed, they could not but exerc o 
Bowels of Compaſſion towards ſuch ti 
diſcovered little Concern about theſe! 
portant Matters. Which inclined th: wi 
to endeavour, by Diſcourſe with th 
Acquaintance in proper Seaſons, to pr Wh 
upon them thoſe Divine Arguments whe va 
by themſelves had been rouzed out o ea 
Stare of Carnal Inſenſibleneſs. And fr 1 
ing that the Grace of God many tin Wal 
ſeconded theſe their Chriſtian Admon 
ons to good effect, they became more 
bituated to good Diſcourſe, eſpecii Wi 
where there was any probability of ac“ 
acceptance of ir. Inſomuch that at len 
| they could not but ſtand amazed at v 
Succeſs which it pleaſed God to? II 
them. One of them (to whom God! 


8 
gl þ ; 
- 
A. 


O 75 e 0 6 . . | | 
RA 4 Religious Focieties. 31 
nd cugen a very deep ſenſe of Religious Mat- 
hriſti i and a very moving manner of ex- 
chang prefiing it) had ſuch ſucceſs, that be had 
mit F under God) induced moſt of his intimate 
y int Aequaintance at leaſt ro an outward Re- 
nerati ation. ; 
peo this they made a private Order 
tal So t ine of their Aſſemblies, that every 
meſhould endeavour to bring in one o- 
uch thi ar leaſt into their Society: Which 
heſei did to good effect, For I heard a 
ed ti Wy /erious Perſon bleis God with great 
th ch Action, that ever they made ſuch an 
to p' Ger, and took ſuch Reſolutions: For, 
s whe a he, this put one of them upon Diſ- 
out o Eaſe with me about thoſe things, which 
nd fi I rhat time little minded? but now 
y tin ge) I can never forget them 
dmon ls may recommend good Diſcourſe 
nore | en all proper Occafions in Company; 


ſpec Mich where-ever it is piouſly defigned, 
f a cid ſeriouſly performed, will be bleſt of 
at len d ro more excellent Purpoſes than we 
d at! g without trial conceive. | 


THUS then their Religious Fraternities 
few and increaſed, even till they became 
/ picuous, and in ſome degree famous: 
Which ſtill induced other Young Men, that 
Pere of ſober Inclinations, to join with 
oF them ; 
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them; and as they multiplied in diſt" 78 
Parts of the City, they erected new Se by 
eties by the Pattern of the ald.  * + 
THIS conſpicuous Advancement (. ni 
theſe Societies, in Number and Repu ig beit 
gave occaſion to ſome miſtaken or ile f 
fected Perſons, to miſrepreſent them 
the Biſhop, as things leading to Schi "8 
Spiritual Pride, and many other 10 0% Vingi 
ſequences. 8 made their Nam A 
more publick than ever they thought hn. 
deſired to have them. For now they we 
obliged to appear and juſtify their Unde 
raking : Which they did in, a very hun yg 
ble and ſolid Apolegy addreſſed to the; La 
Biſhop of London; wherein they humb age: 
aſſured his Lordſhip, that their only D SEM 
ſign was to quicken each others Aﬀectio Mee 
towards Spiritual Things, and to advanc\3&S 
their Preparations for another World, an- EH at 
to this end to aſſiſt each other to live in al dew 
reſpects as it becometh the Goſpel. And Jil; 
that they deſired to proſecute this Chriſti. wt 
an Deſign in none but Chriſtian. Method ſor 
with .due Reſpect to their Superiors it. them 
Church and State, and without any caul:. @y 
of offence to any one. And, in fine, thei... Js 
Vindication appear'd ſo Reaſonable and heir 
Satisfactory ; their Aſſemblies ſo Regula 
and 
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Religious Societien. 383 
Ju bordinate to the Publick Worſhip, 
lie their Deſigns fo truly Chriſtian and 
V a ckenſive, (all which was atteſted b 
{everal eminent Divines on their behalf) 


« 


ent 


'that his Lordſhip declared himſelf ſatisfied 
Alt in ibeir Undertaking ; ſaying, God forbid 
«11.8 


thas 1 ſhould be againſt ſuch excellent De- 
em | | 


770 R indeed, any one that peruſes the 
11 Co Wim 


Vindication of their Societies, which they 


Nam de up upon this, and another like oc- 

ght n, ( the Copies of which, ſeveral of 

Y 5 keep by them) will find, that they 
ndet aff brig 


| given ſuch meek and full Anſwers to 
hun gy zy Objection, that they have render'd 
2 Loc ry difficult for any Lover of Piety, or 
umb] ag dne chat knows and deſires the Intereſts 
ly D SEM Reformation, io make any reaſonable 
ection ¶Hection againſt their Orders or Deſian. 
dvanc.\3AS ro that which is fear'd by ſome ſo- 
Id, an- heß and good People, namely, that it may 
e in al degenerate in time to a Sect, and introduce 
And on; be it confider'd, that as this 
Chriſt» Muld indeed be a very deteſtable Thing, 
et hodi; hey have moſt induſtriouſly Fenced 
iors il themſelves againſt it, by their Monthly 
y cauſ C union; their uſe of many of the Pub- 
e, thei. AK Prayers conſtantly in their Aſſemblies; 
le ane heir ſerring up Publick Prayers in many 


degula Z Churches 
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Caſe of ſome of them, who after an 


and a temporary Partnerſhip in it, hn 


Body; they conſider it with pierci 
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Churches in the City, and frequent Hf, 
them in great Bodies, where they app 
a very Devout Part of the Congregatoh io 
and their utter diſclaiming of all Sch fir 
and Faction; and finally, their humſoꝶ | 
-deference to their Miniſters, without whNisebo/: 


Approbation, no Rule, Prayer, nor Prat prefent 


is allow'd among them; I ſay, all the his 
Conſiderations together, give any (efelligt 
Perſon all the Satisfaction that he can tſt ae 
ſonably demand, that there is no manthaſ th 
of Ground for ſuch a Jealouſie: For 
deed, they find ſuch Improvement in o 
Chriſtian Duty, and ſuch Satisfaction r 
their Conſciences, in obſerving the Conti i 
tutions of the Church of England, that Meh 
is remark'd by ſome that have made d 
quiry into the Matter, that it has W Cn 
rarely happen d that any Perſon that col Oo 
be truly ſaid to be of theſe Societies, hig 
fall'n from the publick Communion, 
any Sect or Separation. 208” 
AND as to that other dark and diſt 


pearance of Zeal for this piousUndertak bes of 


fall'n off to Vanity and Vice: It is ing the 


the cutting off a Member to the reſt oft MA 


. 
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ſueni f, Affliction, and Indignation, tho ir 
app do new thing in every Profeſſion of 
gata gon, to have ſome falſe Bretheren. 
Sch T firſt Planters of Christianity had rea- 
humſog o ſigh over the Apoſtacy of a Iudas a 
it whNiebolas, a Demas, whom the Love of this 
Prad: World had enſnared. And I menti- 
11 roms, rhar every one that makerh Pro- 
y ſefefſſgd of Religion, and thinketh that he 


canr/tandeeh, may take heed leſt he fall: And 
manthaſ hey may dig deep, and lay a firm 
For Bald ation in Faith, Lowlineſs of Mind, 
t in found Knowledg of the great Things 
tion o er Salvation; and that they be very 
Conti in Chriſtian Warchfuſneſs, and in 
that Mification of the deſires of Sin, and 
jade in Muntermining the inward workings of 
2s v(COfuprion, even to their Lives end. 
at cou fall from a high Profeſſion of Reli- 
will prove a very cruſhing and dread- 
Fall: And therefore ler every Chriſtian 
well ro the Sincerity of his own 
Ar, that his Spiritual Knowledg, and 
an Hl Vows, may not increaſe the num- 
tali beg of his Stripes ar laſt, for want of 
it, h{Walking ſutably thereto, and of perſever- 
is ling kherein. | 
+ of th MANY of theſe unhappy Revolters from 
JT former ſtrictneſs of Life, are now 
* not 
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A 
: 


not able to bear the Reproofs of their tt 
ſevering Brethren ; they ſhun their C eir 
pany, they know not how to conv 
with them, and are aſham'd to look HA 
in the Face; and ſometimes they j>tWenp" 
them to diſturb them no more by u NN. 
Admonitions, fince they apprehend all . 
Danger they threaten them with to bed 
ry true, and foreſce their deſperate Pity |: 
{ſometimes with a Terror not to be 
. preſs'd. And their Deſign ſeerns to be 
divert thoſe Melancholy Thoughts as u 
as they can, With all the ſenſual Me 
ment rhey can invenr. So true is that (EF) 15 
ſervation, That Religion can torment iu 
whom it cannot reclaim. * * 3 
O] how much greater Comfort is th, 

in the conſcientious Practice, than in Ones 
profane Contempt of Religion, even in ay: 
courſe of this Mortal Life! But who e 
expreſs the infinite difference betwixt tene kr 
in the Hour of Death, the Day of Jung 
ment, the ſtate of the Reſurrection, M 
the unchangeable Eternity to come? wor e 


IO ſhun this fatal Danger of apc 
tizing from God, and reverſing Le > 
Vows made to him; it is the Practice me. 


all theſe Societies to partake of the ;nieq 0 
Supper of our Lord as frequently as yy” 
it 


IX 


— — 


* 


Je | Religious Societies. FJ 
heir thereby to devote themſelves afreſh 
eir C eir good Maſter, and to confirm their 
convel&oſes of perpetual Service to Him, 
ook tt as a means of receiving Spiritual 
ney * 2 from him ſo to do. TE 
by! AND in order to their more adviſed 
1d all ration for ſo ſolemn a Work, there 
to bes ſome one Church or more of this 
erate Da Sermon preached every Lord's 
o be l rhe Evening (by the procurement 
Ae of theſe Societies) on the import- 
men bject of due Preparation for the 
fable, and a meet deportment af. 
Bs by which, great Good has been 
and a deep ſenſe of Religion 

nt in many Perſons, | 

WD by chis rheir Care to acquit their 
an in cetietences, as to this laſt Command of 
ven in ur Hing Lord, many of them have (by 
Who ne face of God ) attained to that excel - 
vixr ten Broamitive Temper, of frequent Com- 
of ]uBeating without growing formal; nor 
tion, Ming due Reverence by the frequency, 


me ? 


Wetteringuiſhing the proper Exerciſes of 
*. apf co God, Thank fulneſs and Spiritual 
ing e this Divine Sacrifice of Praiſe, ( as 
1 ;icomgunhappily do) by exceffive and 

egionable Terror aud Dread. 85 


C 2 THERE 


THERE is ſuch. Love amongft th. 
of them that have faln under my Ob/ 


vation, that ſcarce any natural Brot pn. 
ate fo vigorouſly Affectionate. I bagger. 
often beheld their meeting and parigy o- 
Embraces with Admiration; and tbim tg b 
who are newly admitted are ſoon c 
tracted into the ſame Fellowſhip of H] i. 
an- Brotherhood. They are alſo far fr Ne 
rigid Cenſure and unkind. treatment ofe 
ſorts of Chriſtians. As they truly aim hig 
real Chriſtianity, ſo they value it wie 
ever they find it, And as a Learned I 
reigner Writes, this is the effect it hd u 
abroad; and that where the Luthering 
and Calviniſts fall into theſe methods; 
advancing real Piety, they become mu 
kind and meek, that is, more Chriſtiun 
like one to another. __ a 
IT is requir'd of ſuch as deſtre to jd Ni 
themſelves ro them; Thar they give a 
Society ſome Teftimony of their Sincet Sc 
in this affair, and of their Senſe of & Hin 
ritual Things, with the rea! Morin bf 
which lead them to this Undertakii*Nevil 
and what they ſeriouſly purpoſe as to tend of 
future Life. , This is many times done H 
Writing; and J haveperus'd ſome of the warh 
Papers, andghave found them pen'd in ſuiake ; 
. 
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Religious Societies. 37 
t rin honeſt, affectionate, and undiſguis'd 
Ob with ſuch pious and ſenſible Ex- 
roth ons, and in ſo modeſt and bumble a 
1 lnanher, that they would mightily affect 
pain Hious Perſon to read them, and move 
d lint break forth into pathetick Praiſes 
on d Sid, who hath given ſuch Grace to 
Ch, Men in ſo degenerate an Age. 

ar it for the Reproaches which ill Peo- 
* ofde c on theſe Societies, it is what good 
aim hi and Perſons have cver met with 
ne e beginning, and muſt be expect- 
ned e end of rhe World. The Scoffs 


* 


, 


rhods indeed their Commendarions may 
me me 100 


d upon as an effectual Defama- 


UPON ſuch Occaſions of Slanders 
> to jd Mil ſpeaking againſt them, I have 
give dard dem exhorting and recommending 
Sincet Sach other, the true Chriſtian Armcur 
2 of AN Hnility, Patience, and a Reſem: 
Mori of our Bleſſed Saviour's Silence un- 
ertakit Rexilings, admiring that Divine Com- 
s to thend of his, of returning Bleſſing for 
done ogy and of endeavoring to overcome 
e of tho D Good; minding one another nor 


d in ſuake any mention of their being of 


- Of} C 3 ſuch- 
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fuch or ſuch a Society, but to make 
Holy Lives to teſtify, that they are Mn 
Chriſtians. cet. 
AND thus by exhorting and encou t! 
ing one another to Chriſtian Duty Mt 
Piety of many of them has appear'd Gel. 
eminent and exemplary ; inſomuch Dea: 
it is evident, even to demonſtration, 
their Zeal bath in many Places given 
Life to the celebration of the Lords t 
per, Publick Prayer, Singing of tha Pe 
and Chriſtian Conference, Duties ua 
were in many places almoſt diſu ſcale 
per form d in a cool and languiſhing Marian 
ner. 8 Lord 
THIS is (as far as human Eye caug 
the real and only Deſign, of theſe Sccigng *© 
who ſcem with one Heart to atremp{daas: 
the moſt pions and peaceable Methan 
put a ſtop to our overflowing Wicke 
remove our Plagues, and to diſpoſe 
to a Meetneſs for the Bleſſings and 4 
ons Preſence of God; by whoſe “. 
they have of late Years ſo encre 
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have produced the like in many 0: 
ties and Country Towns, I ſha 
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are Myence 8 in a Religions So- 

E at old Rumney in Kent, concerning 
eon we have this Account from the 


Jury, Minbſcer of the Place, in a Letrer ro 2 


ard Gentleman in London, in the Month of 


uch Degr:ber, 17009, 
tion | _ 
ben I firſt came to my Pariſh, about 


Ike 4 1 


ven!“ 
4 vi ers ago, I found to my great Grief, 
of 0 Na People very Tonorant and” Irreligicus; 


Bl ace of Divine Worſhip indecently he 77, 
4 e publick Service, neither underſtood 
4 we: Rar) The Miniſtration of the 
Supper, was ſupported only by the P. 
3 or 4 Communicants, and the Di- 
rdinances, of ſinging Pſalms, almoſi 


temat ; le. Now, whilit I conſidered, by 


hecho mean,, I might redreſs this general 

— of Relig jon: I was of Opinion, 
(pole hal e 3 up of ſuch a Religious S 
and neh as T had known in the City of London, 


e Bil be very proper, but I feared that it 
encrel be impracticable in the Country, e- 
7 abou 2 where there a appeared NO competent ; 
withil paſsrions towards it. So that at firſt; I be- 


ity. Fan teach 307 4 Toiths, the Skill of ſing- 


ny och ims, orderly, and according to Rules, 
| ſhal 1 minding them of the indiſpenſible Du- 
the. ſpiritual Fervency of their Hearts, 
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Auction, which being granted, and ee ni ri 
ber of them increaſing daily; I beganyy 


| 


* 
Abit 
dinances of God, hath been ( thro Cg. Very 
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in this Heavenly Exerciſe ; which greg a 
tended, thro the Grace of God, to a wa _ 
their Affections towards Religion, and YE 
give them a Savour and a Reliſh of it. 7 5 
Improvement of theſe in ſinging Ea 7 
being ſeon obſerved by others; many "8H 2 
Men deſired to be admitted to the ſame wa 


;# * J 0 

4 = 4s 
1 H. 
\ # * 
1 
„ 
. 
1 
* 18 
33 

*> x- L 


0 


1 as 


ſhrew them the unacceptableneſs of inne 


Pſalmody to God, yea the odiouſne/s of iti 

God's infinite Purity, except their Heigl 
and Lives were upright before him. VV"; 
upon, after ſundry Exhortations, and ſera 
Deliberation, they readily ſubmitted 0 
Rules of a Religious Society; and M. 
have been careful Obſervers of them. that 
whoſe means a general reviving of ba geen 
and a ſolemn Obſervance of the publick 11525 


{ 


Bleſſing ) produced amongſt us. So tha 

1 Number of — People, are "of 
Fully Catechiſed, and by many pious M cop 
given to them, encouraged to fear Gd 
times ; and by them many prudent w:.alin'd 
made uſe of to promote an eſtectual Refashiggie. 


q 


tion of Manners: And to the joy (EW 


Hof 
pious Souls,” our Shepherds, Ploughmen, 8 | 
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of & Labourers at their Work, perſume the 
reg g with the melodious Singing of Pſalms, 
awe Praiſe of the Great Creator, Rede- 
Tongs mer. and Santtifier of Men. Thus far 
. that Pious Divine: 
2) 422D T HE R Societies: of this Nature 
me h been both formerly and lately formed 
e Ngggarious parts of this Nation; and e- 
gan ven as far as Dublin in the Kingdom of 
of tand; where from three or four Per- 
; of ons, with which they began, they are 
r Heogy W increas'd to nine or ten Societies, 


. 7 2 
2 "41 


N ining about Three hundred Perſons. 
1d /erathey find ſuch Encouragement there 
d te als rhe Pious Archbiſhop, and from ſe- 
and vines, and other conſiderable Perſons, 
em. that hey have been a means of reviving 
of Da grear Senſe of Religion in many of the 
þlick Ina bitants of char City, and have begun 
510 C ey hopeful Reformation of Manners 
So thanaltig them; the Archbiſhop having ſign- 
, ares Approbation of their Orders, which 
ous copied from thoſe in London. And 
- God Walged all theſe good Effects were oc- 
1: wayne d by the Examples of the London 
Refods tiges, and by the removing of fome 
joy of the London Aſſociates to Dublin. 
obmen | : 


C5 WE. 
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WE. hear, alſo from divers = * 
broad of the laudable proficiency of 1 * 
ligion and good Learning in the neuf ic 
erected Univerſity. of Hall in Sax» $8 
procceding chiefly from the Pious C 
duct and indefatigable Labours of H 
renowned Profeſſor Dr. Franck, wh ibs 
fides his wonderful Pains in rhe Pad: 
211m (or School where Yourh of 
Nankes are carefully taught) and b. f : 
ſpection of a vaſt Ho! piral of poor C. 
dren, does alſo take a very particular 
of the Students in Divinity: And by 
lectures, Conferences and Argon a 


o : eee Z e 5 is to 1 1. 
_ ſelves in the ſtrongeſt Efforts of 1 
4 Praier to Him in whom are hiding 


rogerher with the mole: humble = 
ous application of Mind to the ſacred 
cles, in order to rhe perfect know.] s 
of the Will of their Lord, before 
aſſume the character of his Ambaſſal 5 
And that when they have atrained ab 
experimental knowledg- of God in 'ogfy 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chro' his 1 2 1.3 
have perceived the Efficacy of his 10 


Spirit in their own Converſien and RY ly 
vil jj * 


on, they will be beſt able to exerciſe 


ſe 


arts 8 
doe * oral Care Over the Souls of others. 
3 * We to this purpoſe in a Lecture of his 


biſibus ſiudij Theologici, he ſhews 


Ly 
4 
, 


_m_ rde miſtake of thoſe that ſeek the 
of „Nies of great Divines by canvaſing 


iiertinent Notions and Opinions, ra- 
than endeavouring to attain that 
felled Communion with God thro Faith 
lr Divine Mediator, which (if St. 
Ebad a true Notion and Guſt of theſe 
cular by ) is to be preferr'd before all other 

i remenrs in the World: And finally, 
a ound, practical Sermon ſenſibly 
experimentally preſt on the Con- 
es of Men, would be of greater 
Viet the Hearers, and more Honour 
comfort to the Preacher, then all rhe 
hing Harangues of Wir and the 


m_ rate Ornaments of human Rbetoricx; 
ere PALF young Divines ſeem to 
woke or po <rvalue the former in the 
one purſuit of. the latter. And. by 
_— his Theological Inſtitutions and A.. 
ained this Reverend Profeſſor bas been 
: 3 in zental in training up many Learn- 
race; d ulcful Men ; and is frequently 
f Na * Welt by Perſons of Quality and others, 


1&\Wpply them with Chaplains, Paſtors, 
all | and. 
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46 The Progreſs of theſe 
and School Maſters, out of thoſe who ha * 
had the advantage of being educated v . 
der his Inſpection. . ” 4 
Lam inform'd that ſome particu donb: 
methods which have been very ſervic T 
dle to Religion have likewiſe been end gp? c 
voured by ſeveral worthy Perſons in « has © 
Univerfities of Oxford and Cambrid; Me 
And it will alwaies be the Prayer of g r 
Men, that theſe antient and famous N yours 


| what 


A 
* F N 
7. 1 
4 CY 
: 
x 


{cries of Pieiy and Learning may by th 
good Diſcipline and careful Conduct greate 
their Students, eſpecially thoſe defign wit 
for Holy Orders, ever render themſel! 
renowned in the World. That fn 
them, the Pallaces of Princes, the R: wit 
nue of Ainbaſſadours, and rhe Familis awb 
Noble- Men, togetber with our Fleet 1, be'the 
Foreign Factories, may have a conti 
{apply of devout and learned Chaplai 4 


and that our. Pariſhes, both at home: 145 


* 
. 7 3 bl 
* » 4 Y 


* of 09 


thoriry. of our mot bleſſed Religse 
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10 ba oh ere be efteem'd as the moſt /acred Cre- 
ted u Meialt of Perſons of the beſt Characters 

. and Accompliſhments. There can be no, 
rucui danbr bur that the Efforts of theſe4 amons 
kd eee to retrieve the primitive Hi- 


1 end: n of our Religion would exce! all 
IN 0 ph | 


has been already done of the like 

1brid) wadency by others. And truly we have 

of 20 reaſbn ro hope, that all ſerious Endea 
us Ni yours of this Nature by all Perſons - 
dy th whatſoever, are likely to be bleft with | 
duct exegrer ſucceſs. than can at firſt be ap- 

deſign ended; if we conſider what has been 
mie! dy done by our Religious Societies, 
at fi Aiſting for the moſt part of Perſons-- 
ie N ge moſt private ſtation and conditi- 
milis Sf Life; rhe Account of which will 
cet 2. be'thie Subject of the next Chapter. 


. Fug, , . y- 1; 
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CHAP W. 


Of their Endeavouring a Publif him 
Reformation of Manners, 4 
cording to their Station 4 in 


Capacity. 
A our lober Young Men found ore 
: Joy in the ſerious Application 
their Souls to Religious Matters, and 
the Society of thoſe who join d with the 
in it: ſo were they not a little grieve 
from day to day, by the profane and fi 
Converſations of ſuch as proclaimed th 
Contempt of God and Religion int 
open Streets. And therefore they long 
in their minds for a legal ſuppreſſion ( ©; 
theſe Scandalous Enormities: Of h! 
they complained often one to another, ar 
much laniented them in their Prayers 
God. 2 
IT is true, the Chriſtian Re! gion 181 
moſt mild and gentle Inſtitution in i-% 
whole World, and the fulleſt of Men 8 
towards Sinners; bur not to infolent « 
obſtinate Sinners, bur to the Humble 
Penitiiy 


4blit 


2 Aii 


d gre 


Ion 


and 
h the! 
Trievatg 
:d fill 
d the 


in = 


long 
Tion | 
hi 
er, al 


vers 


N 18 f 
in u 


Men 


ent a i 


ble at 


Penite 


_— 


2 «yo © » 
fs Es, * , 
5 


— 


* of Reformation. 49 


Witenr, The Goſpel it ſeJf is Thunder 
che impudent and impenitent Tranſ- 
lors, and the Lamb of God then ſhews 
himſelf the Lion of Judah. 
WE find a couple of Liars ſtruck dead 
in the place for their perſiſtence in ore 
Uatruth; and another was ſtruck Blind 
oppoſing the Chriftian Faith; both 
x FX the Apoſtles of the Lord Feſus 
t, who has appointed Magiſtrates to 
b&Terrors to Evil-doers, and to this end 
Wirded them with a Sword to cut them 
as where milder Methods will not re- 
m them ; and he ſtricty requires them 
io wear this Sword in vain; that is, 
they be ſure to make uſe of it as he 
ppointed them. And whoſoever de- 
_ clings this in proper Caſes, under the pre- 
--renge of Mercy and Pity, does it to his 
Prejudice and Ruin; like the Man 
tha refuſed to ſmite the Prophet, when 
Hired ro do it, in the Name of the 
, who was ſlain by a Lion for his req 
l, as we read 1 Ning. 20. 36. 
ND ſince the Magiſtrate cannot pu- 
wiſh a Tranſgreſſor (with Righteouſneſs) 
at upon due Conviction-; and whereas 
are ſo raſh as to treſpaſs before the 
Face of a Righteous Magiſtrate ; it is ab. 
. ſolutel 


* 
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ſolutely neceſſary in order to ſuppreſs pu 
lick Sin, that ſuch Perſons before who, lt 
the Illegal Fact is done, take care to . M. 
form the Magiſtrate of it: For the e 
cution of Juſtice depends as much up; gel 
the proof of the Matter of Fact, as up; glory 
the execution of the Penalty of the Las an 
And where either the Informer, or :: Wee 
Magiſtrate fails in his reſpective Dun” ;@ 
Juſtice is obſtructed, the Efficacy of i Cf 
Law null'd, Iniquity cheriſhr, and «© (eff 
Wrath of God provoked. And theref pitt 
the Law of God runs thus in the ci [9s 
of profane Swearing, Levit. 5. 1. 1 hi 
Soul Sin, and hear the Voice of Swearin it 
and is aWitnefs whether he hath ſeen 
known Mit, if he do not utter it, then white 
ſhall bear his Iniquity. And the far wel 
muſt be concluded of other Enormit thei 
puniſhable by Law; by undeniable Pa ſeats 
ty of Reaſon, For, if none gives B anfol 
dence againſt a Tranſgreſſor, none can | amy 
puniſhr, and all Penal Laws are ya! we 
Beſides, it is one great Deſign of i W660 
Temporal” Puniſhmenrs of Vice by i male 
Laws of God and Men, to render it i Prop 
nomtinious, and to bring Shame up: gt 
rhe Committers of ir, as an Admoniti Mgh 
to others, that all may hear and fear, a. 


Mie 
5 \ 
9.4 
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reſs pub o more any ſuch Mieledneſs; which 
'e Wha Inc ( where ſuch Laws are not put in 
rc do 1 "ecurion ) is utterly loſt ; and the con- 

raty takes place, namely, the Tranſ- 

or grows impudent, and comes to 
in his ſhame, and hereby the Com- 

Mgiry is apt to miſtake the Nature of 
„ Or 11 Vie, and to admire it. „ 

e Di” R aſſociated Toung Men had due 
y of i Conylictions of theſe things, and were 
and i fehle that it muſt needs be as great a 
thereſ pigg of Charity to bring a profane Perſon 
the ci light and temporary Puniſnments to 
I. Eternal Torment, as to bind the 
wearin Ns of ſuch diſtracted People as would 
h.ſeen Miiviſe tear their own Fleſh, and be 
then don Murderers: And therefore they 
he ſar WetEFeady to do all that became them in 


2 


10rmit: the places to check thoſe publick and 
ble Pa ſeatda/ous Sins which were become very 
ives E He in this City, and indeed very cry- 
e can; , They only wagged ſome Directions 
Ire vai anage this Affäff in a due manner, 
1 of i erding to the Law, and to be counte- 
by i red by ſome Magiſtrate in a Work fo 
ler it i FOE r to his Office, and ſo worthy of 
ne up: higfegard. And it was not long e'er a 
moniti ar Providence of. God gave them a 
; favour - 


ear, l 
fear, „ 
Mf. 
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fay —_ Opportunity to expres . 
Zeal for his Name in this Matter. 


:lemen of the Church of England ( wt s . 
Names deſerve to be had in perpetual | 1 
reem, tho' I have not their leave co pi 


liſh them here) falling into ſerious | $ ji 1 
courſe upon the melancholy Subject of 75 be 
Iniquity of the Times, came at laſt u f {i 


cor 
moſt brave and generous Reſolution to 1 


all that they poſſibly could by the Aut i 
rity of our Laws to chaſtiſe and { nw” 
preſs thoſe. impudent Vices and Impic. wet 
which they ſaw very provoking in 
ſight of God, and very grievous co 
Spirits of all good Men. And foratin 
as ſome of theſe Gentlemen had made 
Knowledg of our Laws their Study ; W 
collected an Abſtract of our Penal La 
againſt Vice and Profaneneſs, and dr. 
vp ſuch prudential Rules, as are fit 
the Legal Conviction and Proſecution! 
{uch as offend agai them. And haw. 
(in the Year 1691) by the Motion adv 
the Right Reverend Dr. Stillingfit 10 
then Led B. hoh of Worceſter, obtain vþ 
the Queens Pious Letter to the Juſtices! 
Peace, to act as it became their Poſt: Ji 
this important Affair; and the Fuſti wh 
| havit 38 


* of Reformation. EX 
ing made a very good Order thereup- 
„and the Lord Mayor and Alldermen 
c 6008 g the like: Theſe Gentlemen cauſed 
1 ies of all thcſe to be printed, and to 
la | bent all over the Kingdom, at ow, ok 
e ones Expence, and lodged Blank War- 
> . in many Hands all over the City, 
N the eaſe of Informers. and other Per- 
tn concerned; with many other excel- 
% ex pedients to farther a General Re- 
Autt formation, which ſurely is the beſt at - 
ds s: Of which one of our Pious Biſhops 
hie, given an Account to the World, to 


01 and to the ſhame of ſuch as have 
m pached and oppoſed: their Reghreous 
det. Religious Undertaking. = 1 
zu MOW, this fell in very ficly with 


the Diſpoſition of our Societies, who there- 
dr npen formed themſelves into two conſi - 
fit! "gergble Bodies, for Information againſt 
n, blick Enormities, the one in London, 
av! ig other in Heſtminſter, the better to 
ance this Work in all Parts, according 
e heir reſpective places of abode. And 
ail! thereupon they gave punctual Information 


cen g ſome Magiſtrate or other of thoſe pub- 
oft: i Acts of Debauchery and Profaneneſs 
tin which they obſerved to be committed by 
av ol 5 Perſons 
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Perſons hardned in their Sins; ſtill ke, 
ing to the Direction of the Law, and . 
Rules ſubſervient thereunto, which t 
* 4 7 


Gentlemen had given them. And as the, . | 


rudential Rules tended to teſtify rhe ip, w 
lamableneſs of their Conduct before m ar 
Eyes of them: They allo laboured to: 
prove themſelves to the alſeeing Eye 
God, by the fincere Exerciſe of thy 
Chriſtian Graces, which I found in a [ons | 


« TY 


per which they privately communica, 
to one another, viz. 5 
I. Chriſtian Poverty of Spirit, in ue 
Senſe of their own impurity and impehe afk 
fect ion. vould ve 
II. A Diſintereſted Mind, wholly und 
nouncing all carnal Eds. dee 
III. Habitual Prayer to God, withhis peſt 
couragious and unwearied purſuit of ſuꝶ ce, 
Things as are agreeable ro his will atqyryegk, 
ſubſervient to his Glory. tephens, 
TV. Unfeigned C harity towards zelt Zea 
Men; eſpecially. to their Souls and Spy 


1 5 on 


ritual Welfare. 22 
V. Quier Nſgnation to the Providene y 
of God in all Events. ES ar 

THESE were good and uſeful prepiar.enga: 


* 


rations for that which they after warchrrichlar 


ſuffered on the account of rheirEndeayoutcured b 
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ra@ppreſs the ſcandalous Vices and Im- 
gs of thoſe times. 
R, Wiledneſs being at that time 
ent and unuſed to reſtraint, theſe 
s met with very outragious Reſent- 
and with bitter Reproaches and 
he ts from the paſſionate Lovers of 
Je Viees Yea, they often ran the hazard of 
tU.heiffLives in the proſecution. of this De- 
Which they under went with Chriſti- 
rage, being ſupported (under God ) 
ers of our Biſhops and London Di- 
i ho told them, Thar if any of 
menen ſaffer'd in ſo Divine a Work, they 
va very much reſemble the Martyrs 
unc e ſſors of Chriſt, and receive the 
„ A it _ the other World, And in 
his relpect, the Right Reverend Biſhop of 
f 113 oceſter, and thoſe adh 8 Ad 
Torneck, Dr. Feky!, and Mr. Edward 
tephens, have moſt eminently fignalized 
eal for their Great Maſter and his 


s ett 
1 SYarks 
P whereas our Dung Men found it 
denexyeften objected in common Diſcourſe, 
they were only a few raw Youths 
engaged in this Work, which ſeem'd 
warrtigeularly to exaſperate the Perſons pro- 
yourcured by them; they greatly wiſhr for 


56 Their Endeadours 
the concurrence of ſome grave and eld 
ly Perſons to countenance and enſp_h 
them in this difficult Enterprize. bi 
TO this our Good God, who wen 
not ſuffer 3 e 155 ( ung 
taken purely for his fake) to drop, 
1 by his good Providence wg . 2 
niſter a very ſeaſonable Support. F/ 
fell out about this time, that the g 
Service of ſeveral Men ( moſt of ti 
Houſe-keepers) in the Tower - Hang 
came to be known, which was begun to 
this occaſion. . 
THE Inhabitants of thoſe Hamlet: Ween 
ing much perplexed by pilfering Pei 
Pick-locks, Houſe-breakers, and ſuciDif $1 
Perſons ; ſome of them began ro ingnor I} 
into the Places which were ſuſpecteing bÞ 
harbour that ſort of People. Andjix Uy 
tracing out their Places of Reſort, they ſuch g As di 
div d into the true ſource of their Griefaix, %p Jer 
ces; namely, That theſe vicious Pei 
tiving i in ſhameful lewdneſs and iden: 
having n no Income 15 Trade or _ 


Wc 


Its 
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l * ON this, ſome of the ſober Inha- 
b hs of theſe Hamlets ſer themſelves 

with great Concern, and undaunted 
"oQowtage, to pull down the very Neſts of 
"cheſs. Diſorders. They got Warrants for 
, Teareb, and brought al Taſpedted Perſons 
1 Far themſelves in a legal way, and 
it was requiſite, they demanded 
Airy for their Good- behaviour; they 
ured and ſuppreſt all known Houſes 
dE Bavdery, and brought the Keepers of 
puthewy to — uniſhment. And whereas 

f thoſe who engaged in this Work 

M- f the Publick Communicn, and o- 
Penh pt different Per/waſions, their leſſer 
fn ces in Matters of Religion, did 
1 he leaſt divide them in proſecut- 
| bee things which they * were 
a ly contrary to all Religion. And 
ney küche did not act perſonally in this Af- 
3rieta ly," yer perceiving the Good thar came 
af ir, were inclined to contribure towards 


5 DT there were ſome things wanting 
emi this Undertaking, in the defect of 
ich it was much retarded, and had 
o have ſunk. The one was a me- 
Haza way of proceeding, for want of 
| their Endeavours were neither ſo 
2 
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4 


wards provid. They alſo wanted a "al Wich 
compact Incorporation of their Meni Ind 
be moved and guided by the ſame if to t 
dential Methods, as if they all proceꝶmͤm the 
Fund was low, and inſufficient to def Ac 
the Expence of ſuch an Affair. For, ii 
deſperate Bullies, needed a good num 
of Officers and other Aſſiſtants ; and bat by 
chargable, ir muſt be allowed, that ben 
ney is the Sinews of this War, as wee ggg. 
NOW our aforeſaid Societies for gi 
of Informations, having conſidered Succeſs} 
Zeal and Courage of thoſe honeſt ing dow. 
excellent Men in theſe Hamlets, ande Rep 
what themſelves wanted in Years © Fac, b 
them, that their united Forces mighWY* the m 
before mentioned gave their hearty Croſecurcc 
ſent to the Match, and (like kind SSpEHs 0 


orderly, nor {ſo effectual as they af: A D 
into one Soczety or Body, which Oe th 
from the ſame Soul. And laſtly, . o 
the apprehenſion of lewd R+ffians, i 
the Proceſs of our Law is not a 
others. «high 
Circumſtances, and having admired FOR 
ſerved how well they ſured to mae 
Experience, they reſolved to concur 9 

the more victorious: And the Gene 200 
thers ) did not a little augment the 1 Or 
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No now their Reſolved Work went 
ich happy Succeſs, the one emulat- 
ad puſhing on the other And. in all 
mig they acted regularly and in confor- 
e i to the Rules approved by the Learn- 
cee g the Law. They choſe two Stew 
„ ü to keep their Caſh, and to keep an 


nents. They had a fer place of 
bling together, in which they obſer- 
aun regulat Method of Propoſing, De- 
ad. and Concluding every thing: 
a ad a Notary on all Occafions to at- 
nat nem: And finally, at this weekly 
wee e. they concerted thoſe Meaſures 

bey proſecuted with Vigor in the 
gis id Suburbs, and with very great 
d Succeſs! | | 
red FOR they were inftrumental in put- 
eſt ing down ſeveral open Markets that had 
andes ktept on the Lord's Day; and in 
akmppreſing ſome hundreds of Houſes of 
ee, bringing the Frequcnters of them 
uc Shame and Puniſhment. And 
ighN the means of this Society alone, a? 
e 2000 Perſons have been legally 
ty Croſegured and Convicted, either as 
ind ieepers of Heiſſes of Bawdery. and Di/* 
ger, or as Nores, Night walkers and 
Wb, | D U h 
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Licences. 


14 
OI 


the like; and the Names of theſe Del; 


quents are fer down in three black L n: Nori 


which they have Printed: All wil. 
have been ſentenced by the Magis C: 
as the Law directs, and have accordiia nb 
been puniſhed, (many of them di rar, 
times) either by Carting, e, e Ae 1 
ing, Impriſoument, or ſuppreſſing thaw 


THEY have alſo been inftrum:wl 
to put down ſeveral Muſick-hauſes vi 
nad degenerated into notorious Nπ 
of Lewdneſi and Debauchery: As it as 
peared by a Paper printed on this cues 
fion, wherein it was proved, that m 
Perſons had been enſnared. by the 


Company which uſually reſorted to ud 


Houles, - ro the Ruin of their Hon We Mt 
and ſome to ſuch an utter extirpYireue” or 
of Modeſty, that fome of both She wane 
Had ſhameleſly danced naked in the Ather 
licentious Brothels; which Diſorder fea; We 
abounded to that degree, that alew 


ha. 
Twenty Murders had been committef Mank 
them within a very little time. e 7: 
which muſt needs render them odio#@WMeep, 
the Eyes of all ſober People. rave On 

BESIDES this, the Members of es Da 
Society have legally convicted muliſſder 

3” | all, 
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orion Swearers, Sabbath. breakers and 


found very conſiderable Encourage- 
from the Lord Mayor and Court of 
en, who have honourably contri- 
towards the neceſſary Expence of 
rt and uſeful an Undertaking. 
i: WT yet theſe Endeavours of ſo ge- 
wk Good, did nor proceed without 
Wa Rub; if it had, it would have 


Wat all, that the Undertakers of this 
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1 Divine Work met with many Difficul 1 E 
= | LIC 


to ſtrugle with in the Proſecution of i 1 2 
IN truth, they experienced not os 
the rude Aſſaults of licentious DebaucMl 
which they expected; but too often 
Brow beatings and Diſcouragemem f 8 1 
ſuch as were bound by the awful hY 
of an Oath, and the Divine Truth cla 14 
Authority to do otherwiſe, which Wl - 
the more difficult to bear. ro 
I have known the Day in which| Fig 7 
veral Perſons have with extreme ſon 
complained, that they had ſpent ali * 
half of it in going from the Houſe of 
Fuſtice of Peace to another, before 
could get a Warrant ſigned. Such . 15 
plaints were too frequent, and alas 8 
A 
BUT there was great Hope of 27 
Redreſs to this Grievance, when 1 l 
came forth a Pious Proclamation 
their Majeſties, Jan. 1691, requiriſſ 


their reſpetive Stations, to execut: 
Laws of this Realm againſt Profan e 
and Immorality as they would anſwer ing to [ 
Almighty God, and upon Pain of "het 
Majeſties higheſt Diſpleaſure; compli 
_ ( moſt jultly ) That * a long 4 
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Neglect and Connivance of the Ma- 
sies and Officers concerned, theſe diſſo- 
Enormities had univerſally ſpread them- 
eg s, to the diſhonour of God, and the 
ucts and, of our Holy Religion, &c. This 
en r Flamation was occaſioned by the pious 

ße our Archbiſhops and Biſhops to 


38 this Nef ies, as the Preamble of it de- 


cul 


END fince this did not fully a accom- 
W its End, it was followed (May 16. 
B ) by a perſonal Excitation of the 
for 95 ces of Middleſex, to farther this 
i k with Vigor, by the Lord Keeper, 
Wa Spcech made to them to that purpoſe, 
Majeſties ſpecial Command; and 
by theſe Supports, but chiefly by 
god Hand of God upon it, this Enter- 
s prize has gained Ground, notwithſtanding 
c 3 11] turns that have been done it. 
4 NSO MUC, that there are now, near 
ty Societies, of various Qualities and 
05, formed in a Subordination and 
elpondency one with another, and 
ged in this Chriſtian Deſign, in and 
ur this Cty and Suburbs; All which, 
aue cheir ſer Hours and Places of Meet- 
ay ing to Direct, Support, and Execute this 
of "oj gir Undertaking. 


any of the Forty Religions Societies befor 


Promotion of Virtue, and Oppoſition u 
Vice, yet their firſt and more direct De] 
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IN this Number of the Societies /al 
Reformation here given, I do not include 


mentioned. For tho they all agree in tel . 


en of Aſſociation, ſeems to be diſtinguithi 1 
thus: In that the Societies for Reforms 
tion bent their utmoſt Endeavours from. 
the firſt ro ſuppreſs public Vice; while 
the Religious Societies endeavour” d chiefljſ 
to promote a due Senſe of Re/zg1on in thei 
own Breaſts, tho' they have ſince been 


eminently inſtrumental in the publick ow 
Reformation, The former endeavour jelp of 
ro take away the Reproach of our Relig. is not 
on by curbing the Exorbitances of itM;.- ch 
Profeſſors ; the latter attempted to retrierq hf our 
chat Holy Vigor in the Practice of Reli be Vie 
gion, which becomes Chriſtians. And z ve-h 
whereas the Religious Societies are allo = 10 
the Church of England, and fervent Lovers Pee 

and ſtrict Obſervers of her publick Vorſpin ar hi 
rhe Societies for Reformation, are com or th 
poſed of all ſuch as bear a hearty Indig er vice 
nation againſt Vice and Impiety, tho our Le 
different Perſwaſions in ſome Circum / ſucl 
ſtantials of Religion. For in this Calef$;. T- 
che Members of our Church do not ſay; 


ro 
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fl; any Lovers of Piety, as 7 cerubbabel to 


lude he Adveriaries of Fudyh,' Te bank nothins 


* T to build with us: For they conſider 
che gice as an Enemy to humane Nature, and 
1 to 


s tending to the Ruin of the whole 
orld. We do therefore with humble 
T hankfulneſs ro Almighty God, acknow- 
dge the Brotherly Aſſiſtance Which is 
yen us by ſome of our Diſſenting Bre- 
hren, (eſpecially thoſe of the Presbyterian 
erſwaſion ) in endeavouring to diſcoun- 
nance and ſuppreſs publick Enormiries. 
hich have been ſo generally ſpread, and 
0 * taking Root, that they need the 

jelp of all Hands to pluck them up. And 
£15 not only in London, but in other Parts, 
Ihat they join Hand in Hand with thoſe 


De. 
fi 
ma 
fronÞ 
hill 
1eflyÞf 
then 
been 
lick 
dur 0 
ligi. 
f 91 


oy Sf our Communion, in order to ſuppreſs 
an he Vices of the Place. Ie is God that 


Feth Men of one Mind in a Houſe, much 
Wore in a Nation; and I beſeech the God of 
Peace, to bring all that ſincerely love and 
ar him, to perfect Peace and Coalition: 
Mor this we Pray inceſſantly in our public 
ervice, wherein we entrear the Father of 
Pur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he would bring 
J. ſuoh as profeſ his Holy Name, to agree in 
Le Truth of bis Holy Word, and to live in 
uit) and godly Love. When once this 
1 D 5 ſnall 


ed with Shame, may ſeek unto God; and 


—— oo 6 —_— 
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fhal] come to paſs, we way hope that th 


Enemies to the Fundamental Principles and 
Practices of our Holy Religion, being cover 


| moſt u 
her Pr 
duntifu 
on of P 
dor Fa 


then, Till the Engliſb Church and Pu votio 


tion be thrite Happy. eligior 
AND here, as J paſs, I cannot bu A D 
take notice, With great Thankfulneſs 1 ye bee 
God, of a very honourable and beneficial jons 
Society, erected, about two Years ago, 1 e Wiſt 
this City, by which the propagation oF. 
Criſtian Knowledge at home and abroad, "re 
vigorouſly endeavoured, which icems e Soc 
fill up all that could be thought deficienW.. to 
in the Methods that were before ſer on foot ds 
in order to the general Amendment of th 3 
Lives and Manners of Men. For, whill ſaries 
the Societies for Reformation pluck up th: bn 5 
Weeds, and prepare the Ground, hi 


Sows the good Seed; and the Rel:igru —_ 
Societies carry on both theſe excellenil:: 5 
Works amongſt our Youth, which 1s th = 

proper Seaſon for ir, and the likelieſt to os 
bi ing both Deſigns to a happy Accompliſ ee 
ment. In this Society, which I am nov 79 . 
deſcribing, there are ſeveral Perſons en 1 ot 
gaged, that are of eminent Rankin Church GRE 
and State; and many who are of rhe 80 pt fee 


cieties for Reformation, who have fixed 


4 
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moſt uſeful Correſpondence abroad, with 
Wher Proteſtant Churches, and do very 
puntifully contribute towards the Educa- 
In of poor Children, the ſupplying of 
or Families with Books of Piety and 


eligion in our Plantations, 

ND from the great Advantages which 
ve been already reapt from the Tranſ- 
Wtions of this Society; it cannot but be 


„ue Wiſh of ſuch as underſtand and defire 
5 promote the Intereſt of the Reformed 
„ "Whurches, that in all Proteſtant States, a 
ms 7 Society were regularly eftabliſh'd, in 
* der to an amicable and intimate Cor- 
| c ſpondence, which would directly coun- 
vil mine the Politicks of our Popiſi Ad- 


/aries, and what is much greater, it 
ould tend to envigorate the Practice of 
e blefſed Goſpel, by their mutual Aſſi- 


thi 
Ace and Advice in the Cdncerns of © 
en lieion, and by producing Chriſtian 
Fe l arity, Love and Agreement one with 


other, which would mightily advance 
eſſential Intereſts of the Church of 


* Prict in general, and happily defeat very 
1 uch of the Devil's Malice againſt it. 

| =: GREAT Advantages have allo been 
„pt from the. Monthly Conferences of 


0 the 


evotion, and towards the advancing of 
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the Parochial Clergy, in divers Parts of i 


Kingdom, purſuant to the Directions Ma 
our moſt Reverend Primate in his circy 1 

Letter, Apr. 6. 1699, in the fourth ÞP; oh 
of which, we have this moſt excel el 
Advice. Ie were to be wiſht that the Cl: * 
of every Neighbourhood would agree 1 y Dev 
frequent Mectings, to conſult for the go poks be 
Religion in general, and to adviſe with . 1 
another about any Difficulties that n ah 
happen in their particular Cures; as read ; 
what methods any evil Cuſtom may moll a Imp 
ly be broken > How a Sinner may mot 8 
fectually be reclaimed ? And in gener Sn 
| How each of them in:their ſeveral Circ _ 
ft . bute mo$t to the Advani 5 wh | 
mens 0 Religion? Such Con ö 11S. 
theſe, beſides the mutual SY ANL 
and Inſtruction, will be & natural Meal : the 
excitethe Feal of ſome, and reduce then gr 
eaterneſs of others, to a due Temper 1 3 
% provolę all to a Religious Bun | ppret 
the Improvement Piet) and Order, mi ew 
zu their reſpective Pariſhes. by k dez 
IN the Purſuit of theſe Noble a 2 
Blefled Ends, many of the Parochial Cle _ 
Oy Counties of Bedford, Noztingha | oh 
Lincoln, and many other Places, ha ANI 
lation 


geld. Monthly Conſultations, to treat 
LO ſu 
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of eh Matters as might render their La- 
ons urs more effectual in their reſpective 
* res. In order to which, in many Pla- 


s they contribute towards the buying of 
doks of plain Inſtruction, and of neceſ- 
y Devotion for poor Families; the ſmall 
doks being given, and the bigger ones 

t Towards which Charirable Work, 
vers well diſpoſed Perſons of the Laith, 
readily contribute, there being ſcarce 
y piece of Charity of ſuch ineſtimable 
E-nefir, that is of 1 an Expence: 


cell: 
Cle 
e u} 
' Yoo 
ith | 
14 

as, 
ot ef 


nol he Care being always taken, that no 
<1Wcafion be hereby adminiſtred to unneceſ- 
75 ry Diſpure or Controverſy, but to the 
van 


Hing of the whole Body of Chriqſt in Lovs. 
AND thro' theſe pious Diſpoſitions of 
e Clergy, Monthly Lectures have been 


22 
Adu 


1ca up in ſeveral Places, with the leave of 
he oleir Dieceſans; tending chiefly ro the 
er, Wvpreffion of Vice and Impiety, and to 
tion 


ike the Converſations of Chriſtians, to 
e heavenly Temper of their Holy Faith: 
nd after the Sermon, the neighbouring 
Iiniſters retire into the Veſtry, or to ſome 
ker convenient private Houſe, and Con- 

r and Act as aforeſaid. | 
AND here, forasmuch as the Refor- 
ation of Pariſhes, is the true Mean to 
Reform 


7, mi 


le al 
1 Cle 
inghu 
8, ba 


treat | 


ſn 


. 
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Reform Nations, and fince nothing ca 


afford a Chriſtian Miniſter ſuch Comf 


in this Life, or advance him to ſuch Glot 
in that to come, as the faithful Diſchargf 


of his High and Holy Function: I cran 
leave to intimate three or four Thing 


which the Conſtitution of our Church, a 
the happy Revivings of Piety in theſe la 


ter Times, may recommend to us, as! 
very uſeful Method of ordering and in 
proving our reſpective Cures. 

I. The fir# is that which our Rugrid 


and Canons appoint to be of genen 


Practice, viz. A diligent and ſerious Ca 
to train up our Catechumens, in the Fun 
damentals of our Hoh Religion, to th 
want of which, or to the perfunctory ani 
unedifying Performance of it, we ma 
juitly impute a great ſhare of the Infidel) 


Leterodoxy, Diviſion, and Debauchery o 
theſe Times And therefore to prevent th 


further Miſchief of theſe Roots of bitte 
neſs, it behoves us to conſider the mo 
effectual Method of Catechifing. Ani 


here, ſince there is ſo large a Compal 
and ſo great a difference of Capacity an 
of Reaſon, in the whole Body of tho 
that are to be Catechiſed, it may be ad 
viſeable to form them into rwo Claſls| 

_—_ 5 
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8 caſſſes the Reverend Dr. Bray, and the Clergy 
mfofpf Mary - land, lately determined ro do; the 
yt of which may contain thoſe of Ten 
WY cars of Age and under, who may be rea- 
Wonably ſuppoſed, by a Weekly Inſtructi- 
ing n in our Church Catechiſm, with a ſhort 
and plain Explication of the ſeveral An- 
vers thereof, to attain, by that time, a 
ompetent Underſtanding of the Subſtance 
of it, ſo as to be ſenſible of the natural 
Corruption of Mankind, the Means of their 
ri eſtoration by our Lord Feſus Chrift, the 
Heceſſity of Spiritual Regeneration, ahd the 
erciful Terms of the Covenant of Grace; 
ual which Fundamentals of Chriſtian Doc- 
rine, are plainly taught in that Cate- 


hiſm. 
mall THE ſecond, or ſuperior Claſs of Ca- 
deli ecbumens, may conſiſt of {ſuch Youth as 
re between the Age of Ten and Sixteen; 


ho, becauſe they need farther Inſtructi- 


ren, and will be more readily brought to 


mor, when they perceive themſelves treated 
Ann a manner ſomewhat above that of little 
1palkW-hildren, may be taught otit of Bp. Ni- 


anf ons, Bp. William's or ſome other 
thoſſſteemed Expoſition of our Catechiſm; or 
e ad but of Dr. Bray Catechetick Lectures, or 
aſſeome others; by the knowledge of which, 


a they 
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they will, probably, be brought to a Sen({| 


and of the great Obligations and Advan. 


tapes of our Baptiſmal Vows; in order to N Chriſti 
gon wit, 
Jof Sou 
of a publick Confirmation, and afterwardsMis a 
Wiclt: 
© bur ef 
be ſerviceable in the Paſtoral Conduct of ments 
Wi: = 
of ou 
I know 


their perſonal Covenanting with God thro 
our Lord Feſus Christ, firſt in the Solemnity 


at the Lord's Table. . 
II. That which may in the next Place 


a Parochial Church, is that Injunction of 
our Rubrick, which requires every Com- 
municant to give in his Name to the Mini. 
ter, a reaſonable time before every Commu- 
nion, Which if it were punctually obſery. 
ed, and well improv'd, would be of ſin. 
gular Uſe and Benefit. Tis a piece of 
Diſcipline which the Lay-power has not 


taken out of the Hands of the Church; 


and by the juſt Exerciſe of it, thoſe that 
are of ſcandalous Lives may be reproved, 
ſhamed, and debarr'd of that Holy Ordi- 
nance: And by this Guard upon ſacred 
Things, our Church would thine with 


greater Luſtre in the Eyes of Foreign 
Churches, and Domeſtick Diflenters ; and 
what's above all, the Miniſter that Faith- 
fully perſiſts in this, will find greater Fa- 
your in the fight of God himſelf, who hath 
laid ;Þ 


| [caid; 
of the Excellency of our Divine Religion, 


the vil 
indeed 


to rec 
thoſe 
the A 
rectio 
Minit 
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enſeſ ſaid; If thou ſeperate the precious from 
ion. ehe vile, thou ſhalt be as my Mouth. And 
van. indeed, ſuch an holy Aſſembly of Devoue- 
to Chriſtians in fo near and ſolemn Communi- 
thro ? on with God, and in fuch lofry elevations + 
nity of Soul in his Praiſes for their Redemption, 
ardsMis a lively repreſentation of Heaven it 
Wiclf: Which the Sincere Chriſtian cannot 


lace 


but eſteem as one of the cheifeſt enjoy- 


t olf ments below the Stars. 


moff III. In the next place, The uſefulneſs 
om-· N of our Religious Societies is ſufficiently 
17ni- known to thoſe who look well into them, 
mu. to recommend a weekly Conference amongft 
erv. thoſe who are young Communicants, from 


ſin. 
> of 


the Age of Sixteen to thirty, by the Di- 
rection and under the conduct of their 


no: MW Miniſter. This will incline them to ad- 
rch; moniſh and watch over one another, 
that and to fortify each other againſt thoſe 
ved Temprations which aſſault them from the 
di- World and their own Corruptions. This 
cred is a ſeaſon of the maſt violent and danger- 
with us Temptations that are like to attack 
eigu them in the whole Courſe of their Pil- 
and grimage, and therefore needs the moſt 
aith - careful and conſtant Over-ſight and Aſ- 
Fa- ſiſtance. And theſe Perſons knowing 
hath each others manner of Life, and their 
aid; particular 
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particular Frailties and Temptations, pat 
ly by their familiar Converſation ar 
partly even from their own Experiend 
can much better inſpect, admoniſh, ar 
guard each other, than the moſt caref 


Miniſter uſually can. And I have of b 
obſerved, that they ſpeak more ſutably xs 

each other's Capacity, and conſequen th. 
more effectually to one another than ma ante 
learned Perſons ordinarily do. And bj. 
fides, they can more freely ask and d - 
bare their Queries one among anotheſ fort. 
more frequently have recourſe and mol M 
familiarly open their Minds to one ang} 3 

ther, than with ſuch as are not of ſuc V. I 
familiar Acquaintance, or of a Randent 


ſuperior to them. And thus their vate 
cant hours will be delightfully and pre 
fitably ſpent in pious Converiation on: 
with another, which in other Compank 
might be to their Corruption and Ruin 
For, alas! Leiſure ill employ'd has ung 
done Multitudes of our Youth. So that 
there are ſome particular Benefits 0 
Pious Conference which are not otherwiſe 
ſo appoſitly provided for, and cannot be pro 
ſuppoled to be ſo eſfectually produced. theſ 
We have jeca a holy Zeal and Delight& final 
in all the Ordinances of God advanced 
i tr bY 


onciur 
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us, Pay to that degree} - that they have 
on aW-mned the Returns of Publick Prayer, 
(CTENUEE/, Sermons and Sacraments, as the 
iſn, ant ineſtimable Pleaſures and Advantages 
careſſh nis lower World; and their Lives 
ve oft. been ſuirably fruitful of all good 


ably rks. So that, if it were with my laſt 
Juenth, I could not bur recommend the 
n moßhantages of ſuch Religious Society to all 
ing b ple, eſpecially to our Youth ; having 
ny wn their uſefalneſs by a long and 


fortable Experience, thro the Grace 


| mol Mercy of God the Author of all 


e And 
of ſuc 

Ran 
eir Va 
1d Pre 
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V. IN the laſt place, The pious and 
dent Direction of our moſt Reverend 
mate (in his circular Letter befere 
rrd unto) happily enforces all this; 
erein his grace ſuggeſts, That it might 
mpanpf greater Advantage ſtill to the Clergy 
Ruin arrying on the Reformation of Men's 
iS Us and Manners ; if they invited the 
o tha ey. PP ardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, 
s OW other pious Perſons among the Laity, 
erwiſ oj with them in the Execution of the 
not boſs probable methods that can be ſupgeſted 
laced. theſe good Ends. And we may .very 
eltght ſonably expect the happy effects of ſuch 
anced oncurrence, from the viſible effect of that 
4 by | Noble 
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Noble Zeal wherewith ſo many about {| 
Great Cities in my Neighbourhood do pn 
. mote true Piety and a Reformation of My 
ners. And therefore, I deſire you (il 
Dioceſans) that you will particularly exci 
your Clergy to the procuring of ſuch A 
tances as theſe, for the more effeFual d 


e comr 
dt thin 
uch an 


charge of their own Duty. Surely if ſud uls fo 
grave and ſerious Perſons met their VN bis 
niſter ſome time before every CommuninMc- ore 
xo endeavour to compoſe Differences an be g 

the E 


redreſs Enormities in their Pariſh, it mig 
be of ſingular Advantage. And as {ut 
we find it recommended in that Boi 
which by the direction of Publick A 
chority was compiled with the great 
care and moſt mature Advice; intitul 
Reformatis Legum Eccleſiaft. Cap. 1 
Deinde Miniſter cum ſenioribus nonnul 
ſecedens conſilium capiet, quomodo cete 
quorum pravi mores eſſe dicuntur, & fi 
gitioſa vita deprehenditur, fraterna qi 
dam Charitate juxta Chriſti preſeriptum! 
Evangelio conveniantur a ſobriis & fri 
Viris: quorum monitis ſi ſe ipſi correxerit 
Deo gratia diligenter eſt habenda : quod, 
perrexerint in Scelere, pænarum ea ſul 


acerbitate comprehendendi, quam f 
| _ 7: 
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ut demus illorum contumaciæ preparatam 
0 mn 
Ma 
(th 


e. | | 
NOW, fince a pious Miniſter travels 
Birth till Chriſt is formed in thoſe that 
e commirted to his paſtoral Care, he can- 


exc RO . 

. hink ir much to employ his utmoſt 
1] h and Labour for the Good of thoſe 
fu uls for whom his Great Maſter bas 


f his precious Blood. And affuredly, 
e more he labours in his holy Function 

ww, the more ſweet will his Reſt be 
the Evening of this Harveſt- Day. And 


r M 
unig 
Es all 


5 [u erefore, what ever unk ind reſentmenrs 
Boch inrimations as theſe may find now, 
- AM laſt it will be far otherwiſe. 

reau BUT to return to our Siet. I helf 


neſt Endeavours to ſtop the wide mouth 
our crying Sins, have (by the Bleſſing 
God ) ſo far ſucceeded, that the Im- 
dence of lewd Women, and the Blaſ- 


itult 
2. I 
null 


c2ti | e Wd | — 
& emies of licencious Tongues are mani- 
} qui ly abated in our Streets, and the 

um orks of Darkneſs ſeem to be retiring to 


Ir proper Scene, the obſcureft Corners 
at can be found, as moſt remote from 
man Obſervation and Puniſhment, 
BUT the baniſhmenr of Vice from the 
blick View, is not all the Good thar has 


Fru 


xerin 


en done eyen by theſe legal Proſecutions, 
8 (cho 
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(tho' that is moſt highly valuable, as 
takes away publick Scandals and Tempi 
tions) but there have been many Inſty 
ces of Perſons Apprehended in ill Hou 
and Company; who having lomerhing 
Modeity and Tenderneſs remaining, ha 
been alarmed our of this ill way of Lit 
and have afterwards acknowledg d 1 
Mercy of God, and the Charity of M 
in pullinz them as Fire-brands out of h 
Fire. : - | 

AND indeed, ſince the Magiſtra 
chaſtizing of wicked: People, is an 0% 
nance of God, it is ſcarce to be queſtion 
bur thar it is deſign'd for the Spixin 
Good of particular Men, as well as t 

publick Good of Societies; and what doi 
can there be, but that God does mal 
times turn ſuch legal Corrections to 
finite Advantages? The Magiſtrate 
the Civil Parent; and as God has co 
mitted the Sword to him, to cur off im 
lerable Miſcreants, fo. has he given ti 
a Rod to chaſtize Offenders in lefl>r M. 
ters; and to him methinks we mays w 
apply the Words of Solomon, as to the 
tural Parent, (Prov. 23. 14.) Thou 6 
beat him with the Rod, and ſhale deli 
is Soul from Hell. Which if * 
ere 
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ered, would ſerve to quicken Magiſtrates 
this glorious Work, of ſaving the Souls 
Men from eternal Torments, ſince a 
eat ſhare of the Glory accruing to Men 
this Account, would come into their 
n Boloms. And it would alſo tend to 


Way the paſſionate Reſentments of ſuch 


fall under the Correction of the Magi- 
ates Diſcipline, if they did but foreſee 
e invaluable Kindneſs of ſtopping their 


Way, (ro! with Thorns) to prevent their 


nning into the infernal Pit. O] that 


Jen had Faich ro make a due Eſtimate 


theſe certain and neceſſary Conſequences 
things, which a few Moments will 
zemplify upon every Soul of us, in Eter- 
/ Bliſs or Torment. 2 
IT was the deep Senſe of theſe great 
hings, which firſt engaged the Hearts 
d Hands of thoſe few pious Gentlemen 
this moſt Noble Work, who do not 
Ow ( blefled be God) act alone in it. 
wveral other Gentlemen, and eminent Citi- 
ng, are now incorporated with them; 
nd they meet frequently to ſuperintend, 
irect, and purſue th7s. bet of Works, (as 
ne of our Pious Biſhops calls it) con- 
Iting the beſt and moſt adviſeable Me- 


Mods to carry it on, ſpending a great 


deal 


80 Their Endeavoars 


deal of time Weekly, and ſometim 
Daily in it, and furthering it by ve 
large and honourable Contributions. Ar 
by theſe means many Thouſands of jy 
cious and profane Perſons have bes 
brought to juſt Puniſhment ; ro whit 
the late excellent Law againſt profal 
Swearing and Curſing, has been very ſe 
viceable ; and were it but enlarged in 
Line or two, to make the Work of If 
mation eaſier, it would ſoon baniſh th 
Helliſh ſenſeleſs Sin of Blaſphemy, an 
other publick Impieties out of this Natia 
This late Law againft Profane Swearin 
has alſo done good Service in the Kingdon 
of Ireland, where it has been vigoroul 
put in Execution; concerning which, 
Perſon of Quality writes thus from Dublil 
in a Letter to his Friend in London, Octo 
28. J697> 

THE Reformation goes on in this Ci 
very vigorouſly : When we were pn 
* ſented with a Thouſand Warrants again 
profane Swearing, by a Gentleman fron 
London, it was thought we ſhould neve 
have needed more; but thoſe have al 
* been put in Execution, and we are nov 
Printing a third Thouſand of them more. 
* The laſt Lord's Day, I believe there wert 
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ight or nine Pounds levied in Ale- Hogſes, 


etim nd above a Hundred Bakers have paid 


ez ichin this laſt Quarter for profaning the 
S. Aera Day, in the Buſineſs of their 
of; rade, beſides Taylors, Drovers, and 
beſhtbers; and Bawdy Houſes and Whores 
wir; hunted down with a high Hand. 
rofl idewe! is filled with them, and this 
y ſe ithout any great Aſſiſtance from the 
| un Magiſtracy. Some Perſons of our Socie- 
Tages being put upon the Grand-Fury for 


ſh tit 
„ if 
(atiot 
a rin 


he City, do it effectually: Ten or 
elve lewd Women have been taken up 
na Night, in the Houſes as well as 
\treets; and this twice or thrice a Week. 


gdogput 1 muſt add, however, that this R- 
roull:rm4tion in every part of ir, is behol- 
— en to our Recorder, who ſhews more 
ubli 


Leal and Application ro it, than ever 
ny Magiſtrate in London or Middleſeæ 
as done ſince I have been acquainted 
1th theſe Matters. 
THERE is allo a Society of this kind 
Drogheda, in Manouth, and in Rillenny: 
d ſeveral Divines are endeavouring to 
ant them in other Parts of the Ningdom 
Ireland. But I return nearer home. 
TO awaken a juſt Senſe of the Neceſ- 
y of Reformation of Manners in the City 
| of 


Octo 


is Ci 
re pn 
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_ neye! 
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e now 
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e were 
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of London, there are four Sermons in t 


- oY e. 
Year Preached on this weighty Subjed 22 


ele Sc 


* at Bom. Church, in Cheapſide; namely, ff. laſt 
every Monday next following the foi B. 
uſual arter- days, about Eleven in 1 Hp 
Morning: And the like is done by ANI 
ſenters on four other Days. i "gp 

AND by the Blefling of Almighty vice. 
upon theſe Endeayours, a very conſideſ c of | 
ble Senſe of Religion has been revived Fir b, 
many of this Nation, and a very con oft 

cuous Check given ro Debauchery. Ini, þ.. 
much that the general Odium, and four 
threatning Dangers of informing agaiſo du 
Vice and Profaneneſs are almoſt ext ipht ; 
guithr, and the bleſſed Work of Reform n, ca, 
tion ſet into ſuch an excellent and fulfrce t 
ceſsful Method, that the ourward Pr Lau 
of it would ſoon be effected, would Mmed: 
ſome few in every Street or Pariſh, u Jong 
are of Place and Power, engage HeariMins in! 
in this honourable and neceſſary Vork; St a v 
would others, who are of Ability, bill a vat 
contribute as it becomes them, rowaillliſhg led 
the Expence ef it. For the apprehendiſ ſucce 
of tewd People, (as was before obſerve utter 
and the Proſecution of them in the couſſhemies 

of our Law, is very chargeable ; in'Wrhour 1 
much, that near a Thouſand Pounds biYtainſt p 
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en expended in this Work, by one of 
eſe Societies alone, within the ſpace of 
laſt four Vears; as it may be proved by 
ir Book of Accounts, to any one that 
fires it for any good End. 

AND that none may be diſcouraged 
the account of rhe general Overflowing 
Vice, and the diſproportionable few. 
fs of Hands engaged to pur a ſtop to it; 
it bur be conſidered, that the chief 
rt of this Oppoſition to publick Immora- 


b, bas been occaſioned by the Meeting 


four or five private Perſons together; 
o duly conſidering and bewailing the 
ight and Extent of the Sins of this Na- 
n, came to a Reſolution of doing their 

oft to oppoſe it, inthe due courſe of 
r Laws, An Attempr, which, met hinks, 
med as Generous and Heroick, as chat 
Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, who 
ing inſpirited by God, reſolved to at- 
k a whole Army of Philiſtines, encampt 

a vaſt Hill: And the Lord of Hos 


Jo led them on in this noble Enterprize, 
d ſucceſsfully carry them thorow it, tro 
utter Diſcomfiture of thoſe numerous 
emies of God. And fince we may 
rhout raſhneſs conclude, that this Effort 
ainſt publick "_ bas the ſame Origi- 


nal 
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it mioiments anſwer ir to their Prince, who 
his Mod by, and idly look't on, without 
ghtWiking one hearty Stroke in his Cauſe, 
ages ¶ whom they vowed a Military Faithful- 


to their Death? But above the reſt, 
will the Officers of thoſe daſtardly 


wi oops anſwer it to their Sovereign, who 
re e Hhaded a little Danger and Hardſhip in 
vho Service, more than his Royal Diſplea. 
he Cill > | Wa 
tion WAH Sirs ! if we are now backward to 
nd tribute our urmoſt Endeavours in our 


e ti eral Stations, towards the ſuppreſſing 
hich We impudent and ſcandalous Vices, 
rely ereby our God and his Holy Religion are 
ty, Woutragiouſly Blaſphemed: If we pre- 


carnal Eaſe, the Favour of Men, or 
worldly Intereſt, before rhe Honour 
AlmiyMWur God, and the Propagation of Re- 
on: What inſupportable Shame, 
rror, and Regret, will at laſt ſeize us, 
e Mi for ever rorment us! And therefore 


ice, Wain beſeech the Holy Spirit ro excite ' 
Neg. fix in us all (even in Magiſtratec, 
iſt, (viſters, and all Ranks of People) a vi- 
ment us and effectual Zeal for his Holy 
ſpeediſime and Will; and a juſt Concern for 
n KY languiſhing Repute of the Chriſtian 
71ll ch 


e, and of the Reformed Religion. 
e AND 
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| AND as for all thoſe various Dey 


of Men, who have already ſet their Ha * 
to this excellent Work, may they ne "FB 
Nacken their Hands, or pull them baſh... 
Let me entreat them to act in it wi. 
Zeal, Conſtancy, and Purity of Inreni 
ſuitable ro fo Divine an Emplo) men oun 


that they engage in, to ſo great and g 
a Maſter as they ſerve, and to that inf 
Reward which they may expect. Be 
ſuch Enemies to your ſelves, as to h, 
weary of well. doing. ſince in a ſhort Ml... 
you will reap, if you faint not. 
O Chriftians! Lock unto Jeſus, » 
not only underwent the Contradifti 
Sinners, but endured the Croſs, arid def} 
the Shame, for the Glory which was ſet 
fore him. Remember, that as a Cui 
threatned to ſuch as do the Pork of 
Lord negligently, ſoa Crown is prep: 
for thoſe who are Fairl ful unto Death, 
THE Time of cur Warfare is 
ſhorr, and the Difficulty of it will be m 
ſweetned by the promiſed Comforter, | 
rhe Reward of well-doing, will be of 
finite Value, and eternal Duration. 
as no Work in the World will be n 
commended of our ſupreme Judge at | 
tban this of Reformation; fince he þ 
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flouriſhing Days in the next Age, thaſhd not 
it has in this. | ore de 

THE waking of our Peace with Goffdinan 
by effectual Reformation, and of Unilat eve 


among our ſelves by mutual Charity anavour 
Condeſcenſion, are the happieſt Work his P 
that any Perſon can apply himſelf ro uld b 
Earth. The Satisfaction and peaceal$ Hoh 


tions, 
numb 
ace, 11 


ay be 


Fruits of it here would be exceedin 
great, and the Reward of it hereaft 


inex preſſible. | 
NOW theſe Societies aforementioned 


ſeem in a great meaſure fitted to ca of 
on both theſe great Deſigns ; if ar le gan 
there be any Hope of ſuch ineftimabem #3 
Bleſſings, left to ſuch a profligate Peopliſſhis N. 
as we are: For they have been inſtrumaſFlory c 
tal to bring ſeveral Quakers and EnthiMiligen 
aſtic People ro Baprilm, and to a ſobiſſhiſcarr 
Mind; and or the Converſion of manſfſſad his 
profane Perſons; and of bringing oth Pious 
to legal Puniſhment, who appeared othW_]Weight 
wile incorrigible. eir C/ 

AND many of our Miniſters ha by tl 
found by Experience, (as they have A vearit 
ſured me) that the planting of one Mord 
theſe Societies in their Pariſh, has beafict of 
a means, of enlarging their . vr by 


and Communions to a very great Increak 
5 All 
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Pounds was lately. raiſed in one Pariſh 
this City within the ſpace of one Year, erſons 
AND tho' this may well be numbrÞe4 of 
amongſt their Charities to the Poor, MP2“ 
pecially ſince the late Law againſt pn erlons 
fane Swearing has made the Ferfeitur eaſed 
to the Poor ariſe very high to ſome u op fr 
will: not forbear it even after the fel che 
Conviction: Vet their own Perſonal Alen ha 
to, proper Objects of Charity, are v Senſe 
conſiderable. Their Contributions er 1 
wards the Excellent Deſign of erecting e 
Libraries in our Foreign Plantations, ae. 
towards the Education of Poor Child 
with what they have expended in freeiſ Rec 
of. Priſoners, and relieving poor Familie 
is very conſiderable. Wes mpaſ] 
A N. D. befides, their manner of d ber 1 
burſing their Bounty to ſick and diſtreſſ emlel 
People, is ſuch as renders it a doubt 
Benefit. For they uſually ſend the IT. 
Alms by the Hands of two or more ce ſc 
their moſt ſerious Members, who ma nel 
a perſonal inquiry into their- Neceſlitiſ-*® 3 
and uſually introduce ſome. ſeaſonab ind tl 
Diſcourſe ſutable to the Affliction of i Hom 
Perſon or Family which they relies ble s 
which many times proves the better Ch Sy 


rity of the two, For the poor afflick ar I 
Perlo emſe 
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erſons being partly awakened by the 
4 of God upon them; and being 
prized by ſuch a Viſit and Bounty from 
erlons unknown to them, and not a little 
Jeaſed to bear ſuch ſavoury Speeches 
op from the Lips of Young Perſons : 
| theſe things together have ſometimes 
en happily inſtrumental 4n.-propagating_ 


Wicr before felt any thing of it; and 
exciting it where it had before taken - 
ace. So that I have ſometimes. had 


24, Al 1 | 
1, eater Thanks from ſome who (upon 


nildre 
freein 
amilit 


of di 
iſtreſk 

doul 
d the 


ritual Expreſſions of their Charity, 
mpaſſion, and Conſolation, than for their 
her Baunty; tho they have conteſt 
emſelyes -almoſt raviſht. in the conſi- 
ration of bath... FE 
IT . has. ſometimes pleaſed God to re- 
ce ſome of their own Members by 


more. 

o mil kneſs, or other means, ro a low Con- 
ceſſiidion; and then they have duly call'd to 
aſon abi nd the Apoſtolick Rule. of ſhewing Piety 


Home; they have afforded them ſu- 
ble Supplies in their Sickneſs and. Diſ- 
ls, and Buried them decently after 
air Deceaſe. And as they have found 
emſelves gteatly affected by . Funeral . 
; — - on. 


n-of tl 
reliew 
ter Ch 
afMidt 

Perlo 


Senſe of Religion in ſome Perſons who » 


Recommendation) have enjoy'd theſe 


of Reformation, '- 
garged their Truſt : They took care that 
e two Children (the one being five 
ears of Age, the other fix) were main- 
ind and inſtructed till they were fit to 
come Apprentices ; and then got them 
pod Places, by which they were pur 


7 to a Capacity of living very comfor- 
Ale Ibly. | 225 
l was once preſent at one of their Con: 


rences, when a very poor Man came 
ich moſt earneſt Affection to return them 
hanks for what they had done, both for 

s Body and Soul, Ir ſeems he was a 
rfect Stranger to them all, and to every 
her Perſon in the Place where God caſt 

m down by a ſharp and long Sickneſs, 
which ( as he ſaid ) his Body and Soul 

ad like ro have .periſhd together. He 

ad lived a very ill Life, and been much 
ſuſed to the Ordinances of God, by 
aſon of his Sea-faring Life: And be- 

g now come on ſhore ſick, and being 
dove a hundred Miles from his Abode 

d Acquaintance, he fell into great _ 
ant. Upon which, ſome of this Society © 
rceiving his Diſtreſs, recommended 

Im to the reſt ; and they readily allowed 
m ea weekly Penſion for eight Weeks 
I eether, till he was recovered, - And _ 


' 
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of the Society being a Chirurgeon, careful TH 
Dreſſed a very grievous Sore which he half ence o 
and by God's Bleffing, reſtored it to pe gating 
ſect Soundneſs. Orhers of them wen i ſtrume 
him, and read good Books by his Be in this 
which tended to the Improvement of Gol tion 0 
Viſitation upon him: They alto ferchM Thouſ 
the Miniſter of the Place to him, who and c: 
fired him often, and Prayed by him, in goo 
got a Collection from ſome charitalM of chen 
Neighbours for him. And upon i placed 
whole, he recovered, and ſeem'd to be Charir 
reformed Man, and came then to rena the m 
his Praiſes to God, and Thanks to Alms « 
Chriſtian Friends, for that which hail emplo' 
been done for him, freque 
I mention but few of Multitudes i poor « 
ſuch Inſtances, which ſeem to demonſtr Ke a 
ſuch Compaſſion and Condeſcenſion of dpi our ( 
as is eflential to a Chriſtian, and whid and to 
was the. Beauty and Glory of priming humar 
Chriſtianity, : NPantit 
AS ſoon as they . underftood the H Schools 
verend Doctor Bray's pious Intentions i a very 
improving the Knowledge and Pract riful P 
of the Goſpel in our Plantations, iu ful C 
readily contributed One hundred Peu Child! 
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THEY have of late, under the Influ- 
ence of the Honourable Society for propa. 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, been in- 
ſtrumental in ſetting up about 40 Schools 
in this City and Suburbs, for the Inſtruc- 
tion of poor Children, wherein above a 
Thouſand of them are Taught freely, 


I and carefully Catechized and Educated 


in good Manners and Behaviour: Many 
of them are Cloathed, and in due Time 
placed out to good Trades, by the ſame 
Charity. This they find to be one of 
the moſt extenſive and unerring ways of. 
Alms deed, and therefore they now chieffy 
employ their Contributions this way; 
frequently viſiting and encouraging the 
or Children: And ſome worthy Per- 
Ka are contriving Expedients to teach 
our Children Things as well as Words, 
and to render Learning more uſeful to 
humane Eife; which has been greatly 
wanting. The Examples of theſe Charity- 
Schools have by- the Bleſſing of, God, had 
a very happy Influence upon many boun- 
tiful Perſons, and has excited a moſt uſe- 
ful Concern for the Education of poor 
Children of both Sexes in many Pariſhes; . 
THE good Management of the poor 
Children's Sehool at Phite-chappel, _ | 
| : CEC... 
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ced ſome unknown Benefactor this laſt 
Year, to give a Thouſand Pounds to be laid 
out in a Purchaſe by the Church-wardens 
of that Pariſh, and appointed the Yearly 
Income of it to be perpetually employ'd 
for the Teaching of poor Children. This 
is indeed, a very Noble piece of Charity, 
The Modeſty of which, ſeems as ſurpriz- 
ing as the Bounty of it; and ir will aſ- 
ſuredly be Rewarded openly ; yea 'twill re- 
ceive the greater Reward, for that it was 
thus Secret/y, and therefore the more Chr:. 
ſtianly beſtow'd. . 

BEFORE I conclude, it may be ex- 


pected that I give ſome Deſcription of the 


Meellh Conferences, and joint Devotions of 
our Religious Societies: But I need not 
inſiſt on this, ſincè the Method of both is 
hereto annexed, partly for their Uſe, and 
partly to prevent Miſrepreſentation by 
falſe Reports. So that I ſhall only add, 
That as they uſe very affecting Prefaces 
before they Pray ro God, or Praiſe his 
Great and Holy Name, to raiſe and fix 
their inward Devotion; ſo they always 
uſe a very reverend outward Deportment 
in the Worſhip of God, that their Body 
may not ſeem to mock ordiſapprove of that 
which their Soul is doing; Which is ſure: 
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y agreeable to all ſober Reaſon, and ſound 


deligion. Our Creator, Redeemer, and 
$inft:fier, ought to be owned, worſhiped, 
and glorified with thoſe Bodies, ( as well 
as thoſe Souls) which his Amighty Power, 

;{dom, and Goodneſs, hath Created, Re- 
leemed, doth Sanctifie, and will Gloriſie. 


Po that in Prayer, they all kneel, accord- 


ng to the Direction of rhe Spirit of God, 
IP/al. 95. 6. And according to our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Example; Luke 22. 41. He kneel- 
ed down and prayed. And in Singing of 
Palms, or any other ſolemn Doxolopy, they 
ſtand up; which is ſurely the firteſt Po- 
ſure for this exalted Parr of God's Wo- 
ſhip. And if I may ſpeak my own Expe- 
riences, I think we ſhall find our Souls 
greatly raiſed by our Bodily Reverence. 
Tho it be ſtill allowed, Thar the ſpiri- 
tual Reverence of the Soul, is vaſtly the 
chiefeſt, and that in all Bodily Weakneſs, 
and other neceſſary Imped iments, God wil 


hade Mercy, and not Sacrifice, | 


THEIR uſual Viſits to- one another 


| ſeldom end without a P/alm, where they 
have any conveniency for it. This they 


account their chief Mirth and Entertain- 
ment, and they ſpeak of it with a Savour 
and true Senſe of its Excellency, Tis 

| | N very 
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very enlivening, to ſee with what a grace. 
ful Devotion they perform this Bion 
Exerciſe ; giving very lively, but very 
decent Demonſtrations of ſpiritual Ele. 
vation. Some of them have often ſaid, 
That they never felt any Joy like it, and 
therefore they frequently entertain them- 
{elves with it in their Solitudes, and ma. 


MAN 
thers H. 
24s of 
pon the 
ourſe ſe 
e Day. 
uch inf 
he Chr1) 


nual Labours: And it is very much ou. THE. 
ing to their Example and Influence, that Abe 
this Heavenly Duty, which was of late too mprovet 
much diſuſed, is. now practiſed more ge. te. far 
nerally, and with great Decency- and De- Dccafior 
votion. And this ſeems to be a very pro- hem ha 
50 Expedient, to reduce the Savour of he uſe 
eligion.. among Men; conſidering th. the >* 
ſublime Pleaſure of the, Performance, th. allo 
agreeableneſs of it to the Harmoniou I of 
Temper of an intelligent Soul, the ſuta. ind and 
bleneis of it to Man's primitive State, and. 
to that which is to be his State of Bliſs I culti 
and finally, how fitly it falls in with rhe uw Sc 
cheerful and thankful Genius of the Goſpel, bisch 
nſtruct 


Sa that it were to be wiſht, that not. only 
our Families and Friendly Entertainments 
but that our Camps and Fleets were Im. 
lcd Adorn'd, and Inſpirited with this 

leſtial Harmony. 
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MANY of them meet together at each 


xthers Houſes in the Evening of —_ 
eats of the Church and Holy Days, as alſo 


172 2 — * m 
1 was I 


— k DOTS *. as 


oy pon the Vigils of them, where they Dif- 8 
" ourſe ſeriouſly on the ſubject Matter of 0! 
* e Day; by which they find themſelves 6 


uch informed in many eſſential Parts of 


em pe Chriſtian Religion. . 1 | 
— THESE their pious Undertakings have f 


he Wo" a conſiderable time been cheriſhed and 
„ Wmproved by ſome of our Pious Biſbops, 
ho have often Preach'd ro them on theſe 
Occaſions: And in particular, one of 
hem has for- many. Years, allowed them 
he uſe of his Church, and been preſent 
t the Sermons which they procured; and 
is alſo-written a moſt excellent Vindicu- 
ion of theſe Beginnings of Reformation. 
and another of them, (who has ſometime 
ire a meſt illuſtrious Inſtance of his Care 
n cultivating Youth, by training up 
oung Scholars for the Miniſtry, not only 
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Sr at his own Expence, but by his Perſonal 

nly nſtruction of them) hath publiſhed to the | 
irs MY rid, the great Delight with which our 74 
mite pious Queen received the Account of y 
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his hopeful Method. of Reforming of 
outh by theſe Societies, and with what 
Concern ſhe often inquired after it. His 
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2areMnces of their Hearers, in order to Reform 


vine notorious Tranſgreſſions of both. 

50% AND foraſmuch as this Injun#ion was 
-uloiſtaken by ſome, as if it reached no fur- 
ener than the Lear in which it was Dated; 
es Lord/pip was pleaſed in his Viſitation 
„ che Clergy of Middleſex, 1697, to re- 
Mind them of the continuance of his In- 
wenlanction in that Matter, requiring them 
obſerve it, according to the Order before 
nt them. 7 | 0} 
YEA, further yet, that nothing may be 
Fanting to awaken ſuch a vigilant and 
nſciencious Care in the Diſcharge of 
is great Duty, as is neceflary to the 


1:7, and to expreſs our Thankfulneſs 
Almighty God, for the marvelous Mer- 
es which he has vouchſafed to this Na- 
2: His Lordſhip directed another Let- 
rto his Clergy, 1698, wherein hecom- 
ains of the Non-obſervance of his Maje- 
ys Injunctions of Febr. 13. 1638. 
which related to their reading of the 
ams of the Land againſt Vice and Impi- 
) and took occaſion (from the Aſſu- 


ublick in his Speech to both Houſes of 
arliament, upon the concluſion of rhe 
Peace 
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haracter of a Miniſter of the Lord Feſus 


nce which his Majeſty has given to the 
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Peace with France, That he will malle 
one of his chief Cares to ſuppreſs Profan 
neſs and Immorality ) to repreſent to hi 
Clergy, what a ſhameful Reproach it woul 


pariſhes, 
mples. 


be to them, ( a great part of whoſe Buſi AND 
zt ought to be, en hd __ = puch Ge 
ſuoh Sins) to be found tardy in thoſe Oppn gns, AS 
tunities which the Laws have given then. have 
warn People of their wicked Courſes. bat they 
AND it is greatly hoped, That n IN t 
Minifters hereby admoniſhed, will be { outagec 
unmindful of the ſacred Vows of Chrif hat De 
anity, and the ſpecial Obligations of hi þeir hol 
Holy Function, or ſo negligent of the { them 
rereſts of his Heavenly Maſter, and of th iberty 
Souls committed to his Charge; as ff © 
diſregard ſo ſolemn and ſeaſonable an H four ] 
monition. This is alſo moſt ſeriouſly an uburbs, 
affectionately preſs*d upon the whole Bod gemen 
of the Clergy, by his Grace the Archi 252 
ſhop of Canterbury's circular Letter, Dat all th 
Apr. 4. 1699. very fit to be kept and nd unce 
ten · peruſed by every Miniſter. _.' hough 
SEVERAL other of our B/ops han MAD 
alſo of late ſent very pious Letters to tit Failed ( 
Clergy under their Epiſcopal Care, earn 
ly prefling their moſt ſtudious Concen wned, 
to propagate ſincere Piety in their ſev onverſ 
| Pariſh Je 
er of a 


reatly 


M Reformation. 133 


: * *** 21 
7 ba 2 4 31s = 2 
3 E wann - 5 %s.4 > q 1 + 
r 
| = 1 2 * . - 
3 — li 


us, as to give us Hope they are of God; 
e have thence a ſolid ground to hope, 
hat they will not come to nought. 

IN this Hope I have often been en- 
ouraged, when I have obſerved with 


pariſkes, by their Holy Doctrine and Ex- 
mples. . | = \ 
2 AND truly, ſince there is evidently ſo Vi 
mr uch Goodneſs in theſe Societies and De- Il 
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7 hat Delight and Induſtry they Proſecute 
At heir holy Purpoſes. I have known ſome 
7 them (who have been ar their own 


iberty ) come out of the midft of re Ci- 
(after their Shops have been ſhur) three 
r four Miles to the outmoſt Parts of the 
uburbe, to give Inſtruction and Encou- 
gement to a new Planted Society; return- 
pg again a conſiderable time after Night, 
n all the Inconveniencies of the Darkneſs 
nd uncertain Weather, with the chearing 
houghr of having been well imployed, 
MANY of them, have in my hearing, 
raiſed God that ever they were acquaint- 
withtheſe Chriſtian Aſſociates: And have 
wned, that their Knowledge of God, and 
onverſion to him, were occaſioned there- 
y ; yea, I never yet met with one Mem- 
er of any of theſe Societies, who did not 
reatly Praiſe God for the Benefit they reap 
from 
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from them. Vea, I have ſeveral time 
put the Queſtion to them on their Sick an 
Dying- beds; whether they then approy{ 


enly Fi 
nd wil! 
n. 


or difapprov'd of what they had done i In fine 
theſe Societies, and they have always aſl 45015 
ole 


ed me, that it afforded t hem great Joy ant 


Satisfaction; Praying earneſtly for thifſÞrictly a 
Advancement of them. the Hot 

AND fince the time that the U ſefyWorably 
neſs of theſe Societies has been viſible {moſt + 


iniſter. 
ck Prat 
lent Fi 
burch « 
ea zeal 
imatin 
rizes 4 
nt Me 
arts of 
Iready p 
theſe ] 
pred, 

ny othe 
D better 
ur Hope 
ie. 95 
Place 


aid beſt 


the World, their Zeal hath provoke 
ſome of their Diſſenting Brethren to jo 
with them occaſionally, and ro ſer up th 
like among themſelves. And who know! 
bur that this Eſſential Union of theirs it 
the Love of God and Goodneſs, may a 
laſt draw them to center in the ſame Con 
munion ; and ſo bring a moſt ineſtimabl 
Blefling to this bleeding Church and Stati 
Than which, no Bleſſing upon Earth ca 
be imagined greater. For, it would migh 
tily ſtrengthen the languiſhing Intereſt d 
Proteſtancy ; and envigorate the Power d 
our Holy Religion; and be the beſt an 
ſureſt Foundation of a vigorous and gene 
ral Reformation, And this, in a tim 
when both Union and Reformation ale 
almoſt deſpair'd of. And if once the Ho) 


Spirit of God vouchſafes us theſe his ar ands 1 
Le ven 
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enly Fruits of Unity and Purity, Eng- 
nd will indeed be the Glory of all Na- 
ons. 

In fine, we have here many hundreds 
f young, ſober, and active Men, freely 
d ſolemnly engaging themſelves to live 
ictly as it becomerh our Holy Religion, 
che Honour of which is at this Day de- 
orably ſunk ) and humbly offering their 
tmoſt Service to our Magiſtrates and 
iniſters, in order ro ſuppreſs the pub- 
ck Practice of thoſe ſcandalous and in- 


ling 
Ani 
"OV( 
E I 
Aur 
And 
r thi 


burch and State. And there ſeems to 
ea zealous and generous Spirit in- them 


ize: And they are put into an excel- 
nt Method to carry it on in all the 
arts of this City, of which they have 


pred, it will be difficult to find out 
ny other that are ſo like to effect it, or 
0 better the next Generation, in which all 
ur Hope of Proſperity on Earth ſeems to 
ze. So then, if it ſhall pleaſe Perſons 


aten Place and Power to improve this Talent 
 HolWeid before them, by ſtrengrhning .rhoſe 
ea · Hands which are heartily ſtretcht forth 
renly againft 


lent Sins which endanger both our 


imating them to this noble Enter- 


ready given ſufficient proof. And truly, 
theſe Means of Reformation be not ac- 
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106 Their Endeavours. 
againſt Profaneneſs, but need their Afi 
ſtance to effect it: What eminent Service 
may be done for God and theſe Ringdim 
in this Seaſon? Bur if this Deſign b 

mockt and brow-beaten, (as many thing 
propoſed for the Publick Good, and thi 
in particular hath been) and if ſome vai 
People give it a Nickname, and termi 
an imprudent or unſeaſonnble Zeal, or th 
like, and then the reſt decry and diſco 
rage it, or at leaſt are aſhamed to own! 
or appear for it; I am perſwaded, Tha 
notwithſtanding the common Cry of Pea; 
Peace, it will be hard to aſſign good Prob 
that we are not near to Deſolation, 
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Their Orders 


CHA EV. 


{ Specimen of the Orders of the 
Societies before mentioned; 
Copied oat of that at Popler. 


I. 


"THAT rhe ole Defis zen of this Society 
being ro promote real Holineſs of 
art and Life: It is abſolutely neceſſary 
ar the Perions who enter into it, do 
riouſly reſolve by the grace of God, to 
ply themſelves to all means proper to 
compliſh theſe blefled Ends. Trufting 
| the Divine Power aud gracious con- 
bt of the holy Spirit, tbro' our I. ord 


ſus Chriſt, ro excite, advance, and per- 
ct all Good | in us. 


II. 


THAT in order to their being of o 
ſeart and one Mind in this Deſign, every 
ember of this Society ſhall own and mani- 
it himſelf to be of the Church of England, 
* and 
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108 Their Orders. 
and frequent the Liturgy, and other pub 
lick Exerciſes of the ſame. And th: 
they be careful withal to expreſs dy 
Chriſtian Charity, Candor and Moder; 
tien towards all ſuch Diffenters as are 
good Converſation. 


TH! 
Diſcreti 
leeting 


ublick 
III. Uſcs: 
all be 
THAT the Menibers of this Soc ociech, 
ſhall meet together one Evening in thÞriry e 
Week at a convenient Place, in order be « 
encourage each other in pradt ical Hui the m 
es, by diſcourſing on ſuch Subjects, Wiles a 
tend thereunto; obſerving the Heard. 
Scriptures as their Rule; and prayiWhar is 
to God for his Grace and Bleſſing. e peruſ 
AND to this Aſſembly any ſerious , ar h 
fon known to any of the Society may ll | 
admitted, upon Requeſt, 
3 a THAT 
THAT at ſuch Meetings, they decliMomment 
all Diſputes about Controverſial Poi e aνα'h 
and all unneceflary Diſcourſe about Stahe reit 
Affairs, or the Concerns of Trade Mccordin 
worldly Things: And that the wiſh a Cale 
Bent of the Diſcourſe be to glorify oy partic 
and edify one another in Leove, nmribu 
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pub | 
thi V. | 
(ut 3 
den THAT it be left to every Perſon's 
ue iſcretion to contribute at every Meehkly 
letting, What he thinks fit towards a 
ablich Stock for Pious and Charitable 
Uſcs: And the Money thus collected 
hall be kept by the two Stewards of the 
ci ociety), ( who ſhall be choſen by ma- 
oriry of Voices once a Year or oftner) 
jero be diſpoſed of by, rhe Conſent of 
Huf the major part of the Soczety, for the 
ts, les abovementioned, And the ſaid 
Howards ſhall keep a faithful Regiſter of 
ayi hat is thus collected and diſtributed, to 
Pe peruſed by any Member of the Soci- 
s , ar his Requeſt. 
„„ 


VI. 


THAT any reſpective Member may re- 
lecuWommend any Object of Charity rg rhe 
Poing ewards, who ſhall ( with the Conſent of 
Straße reit) give our of the Common Stock, 
c Mccording as the Occaſion requires. And 
wü a Cale of extraordinary Neceſſity, eve- 
7 Ofly pariicular Verſon ſhall be detircd to 
ntribute farther, as be ſhall think br. 
F 3 VT. 
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0 - 

THAT every one that abſents himſe 
four Meetings together, (without givin 
-a latisfactory Account to the Steward. 
ſhall be look'd upon as diſaffected to th; 
Soctety, 


boſe G⸗ 
gouſes; 
ommen 
; ſhut 
Puſes 2 


wd Pl; 


THA 

VII. ee bee 

„THAT none ſhall be admitted in Handal 
this Seciey, without giving due notion, t. 
thereof to the Stewards, who ſhall acquai od, to 
the whole Society therewith. And af. TC 
due enquiry into their Religious P en to a: 
and manner of Life, the Stewards m be. 4. 6 
admit chem, if the major Part of the 2. TC 
ciety allows of fr, and not otherwiſe. A ememb 
with the Ike joint Conſent, they may ¶ on Goc 
ciude any Member proved guilty of Hral Th; 
Misbehaviour after due Admonition, u > TO 
leſs he gives ſufficient Teſtimony of Wit once 
Repentance and Amendment, before iMreaſona 
whole Society. the 22. 
. 3 

and E 


IT is hereby recommended to elf TO 
Perſon concerned in this Sccrety, to cop, 5. 1 
der the dangerous Snares of Gaming; 4 
ihe open Scandal of being ——_ 

tho 
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Loſe Games which are uſcd in Publick 
houſes; and that it is the ſafeſt and moſt. 
ommend able way, to decline them whol- 
mel 
winonſes and Taverns, and wholly avoiding 
arc Mad Play- Houſes. 

0 ih 

7 


| THAT whereas the follo ing Duties 


im 
notie 
Juait 
aft 
urpul 
3 int 
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f an 
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andal and Reproach of our Holy Re- 
pion, they. do reſolve by the Grace of 
od, to make it their ſerious Endeavour, 


en to an exemplary Strictneſs. As, 1 
vel. 4. 6 | | | 
7 . 4. = 


emembring our continual] Dependence. 


JJ IL EE 
3. TO partake of the Lord's Supper, at 
alt once a Month; if not prevented by 


1% 22. 19. 

4. TO Practiſe the profunde# Meek- 
2 and Humility, Mat. 11. 29. 

Coll 
g.; al 
ned 
Lid 


lat. 7. 1, 


ů; ſhuning all unneceſſary reſort to ſuch: 


ave been too much neglected, to the 


1. TO be Fu in all their Dealings, 


2. TO Pray many times every Day: 


don God, both far Spiritual and Tem- 
reaſonable Imped iment. 1 Cor. 11. 26. 


5. TO Watch againſt Cesſuring others. 
F 3 6. 10 
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6. TO Accuſtom themſelves to h 5 
Thoughts in all Places. P/al. 139. 23. s, AT 
7. TO, be helpful one to another, iſ 6. 
Cor. 12. 25. fects 

8. TO exerciſe Tenderneſe, Patience, Peſs, ar 
and Compaſſion towards all Men. T nd rhe 
73. | 17. 

9. TO make Reflections on themſelve heir pr 
when they read the Hoh Bible, or oth . 8. 
good Boos, and when they hear Sermons heir Ec 
1 Cor. 10. 11. 57 ble; 

10, TO ſhun all foreſeen Occaſions ſpy. Ma 
Evil: As evil Company, known Tempe. 
tations, Se, 1 Theſe 5, 22. | Theſ. 

11. TO. Think often on the differen bapte 
Eſtates of rhe Glorified, and the Damned And 
in the unchangeable Eternity, to which wet. 28 
are haſtening. Luke 16. 25. : 19. 

12. TO Examine themſelves ever rear C 
Night, what Good or Evil they have dom f Relig 
in the Day paſt. 2 Cor. 13. 5. hat no 

13. TO keep a private Fast once a2 it 
Month, ( eſpecially near their * approadſſÞ<cafio! 
to the Lord's Table ) if at their own Dil ally o 
poſal; or to Faſt from ſome Meals wheſh 20. 
they may conveniently. Mat. 6. 16. Lit and M 
3. 35. obligin 


14. TO Mortify the Flzth, with it 
Affections and Luſts. Gal. 5. 19. 24. 
15. 
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15. TO Advance in Heavenly- minded- 
1/6, and in all Grace, 1 Pet. 3. 8. 

16. TO ſhun ſpiritual Pride, and the 
fefts of it, as Railing, Anger, Peevith- 


eſs, and Impatience of Contradiction, 


and the like. 
17. TO Pray for the whole Soctety in 


their private Prayers. Fam. 5. 16. 
18. TO: Read ptous Books often for 


heir Edificarion, but eſpecially the Fey 
Bible; and herein particularly. Fob. 5. 
39. Mat. 536, Chap. Luke 15, 16. Ch. 
om. 12, 13. Chap. Eph. 5, 6. Chap. 
Theſe 5, Chap. Rev. 1, 2, 3, 21, 22 
haprers. 


And in the O!d Teſtament, Levit. 26, Ch. 


Deut.28, Ch. Ja. 53, Ch. Exel 36. Chap. 
19. TO be continually mindful of the. 


rear Obligation of this ſpecial Profeſſion 


f Religion; and to walk fo circumſpectly, 
hat none may be offended or diſcouraged 


rom it by what they ſee in them; nor 
ccaſion given to any to ſpeak reproack- 


ully of ir. 


20. TO fhun all manner of Affectation 
and Moroſeneſs; and be of a civil and 
* Deportment to all Men. 


* * 
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XI. 
- THA! 
FH AT they often conſider (with an Age 


awful Dread of God's Wrath) rhe ſad nd the 
Height to which the Sins of many are 


appro! 
advaneed in this our Nation; and the miſter; 
bleeding Diviffens thereof in Church ang ned by 


State. And thar every Member be ready 
to do, what upon conſulting with each 5 
other ſhall be thought adviſeable, 6 THA 
wards the Puniſhment of prublick Pro. leaſt fe 


#znenefs, according to the good Laws dhe Stew 


ration, 
ime to 
eak his 


cur Land, required ro be put in Execu. 
rion by the King's and the late Queens 
ſpecial Order. And to do what befit 


them in their Stations, in order to Hemm. = 
cementing of our Diviſions, | 

XII. LAST 

| peiety { 

THAT each Member ſhall encourage d due 

the Catechizing of young and ignorant tele Orc 

People in their reſpective Families, ur to | 

cording to their Stations and Abilities Mich, ! 

And ſhall obſerve all manner of Religiou em by / 


Family Duties. 


XIII 


£ 
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XIII. | ' 


THAT the major Part of the Society 
all have Power to make a new Order to- 
ind the whole when need requires; if it 
approved by Three Pious and Learned 
ſiniſters of the Church of England, nomi- 
* ated by the whole Society. 


each 1 XIV. | . 
MM THAT theſe Orders ſhall be read over 


Pro leaſt four times in the Year, by one of 

's coſe Stewards ; and that with ſuch Deli- 

:ecuſicration, that each Member may have 
ime to examine himſelf by them, or to“ 


Cen 
vefinſWeak his Mind in any thing relativg to 


h an 
tad 
ate 
the 
and 
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N 

| LASTLY, Thar every Member of this- 
ety ſhall (after mature Deliberation, 19 
d due Trial) expreſs his 4 pprebat ion 8 Th 
ele Orders, and his Re/olution to endea-:- #4, 
aur to live up to them. In order to 
ties Hhich, be ſhall conſtantly keep a Copy of 
7iOu em by him. | 


wap? 
rant 


C> 


The end of the Orders. 
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The Reaſon of the Publication iſ 50 
the Orders and Deſign of the 2 
YE: | unkno 
Socteties. ry 

2 | dejty, 
| found by Diſcourſe” wil fect t 
1 ſeveral Perſons (who have great voto 
rejoiced to hear of any publick Good Phar 

on foot) that they never before heard N was 
theſe Societies; I could not but wonder deſire 
that a thing of this Nature could ſo lo the r 
remain ſecret. 8 Secrec 
THEY have been Erected in our (. ; 
pital City, above Two and twenty Vea prob: 
They procure Sermons by way of Prep theſe 
ration for the Lord's Supper, or to eng Pray. 
a ſuirable Holineſs of Life after ir, eve to gi 
Lord's Day about Five in the Evening, MW Conf? 
many of the largeſt Churches in the Ci have 
Their Charity is extended to. deſerving Divi 
Objects in all the Parts of the City a moſt 
Suburbs. And by their Procurement, , borſo- 
lick Prayers are daily made in {eve Ord: 
Churches, at ſuch Hours as they can ml were 


cenyeniently be preſent at them, And | 


po 


\ 


14 Of 


theſ 


Will 
reat! 
od | 
rd 0 
onde 
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ur (i, 
Yeat, 
Prep! 
nga 
ever 
18, | 
City 
er vit 
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n mo 
nd) 
il 


the means of their great Zeal in giving 


Prayers of good People in their behalf, 


this Publication. 11 
Informations, a Multitude of ſuch as 
have no fear of God before their Eyes, 
have been puniſhed for their Frame | 
and Debauchery. 


SO thar it is to be admir ed, that le 
good Deeds and Deſigns could: be ſo long 


| unknown to ſo many. Bur truly this does 3M 


very much. recommend their Chriſtian Mo- Hg 
deſty, it demonſtrates that they do nor af- + 
fect to publiſh either their Alms or De- 14 
vot ion, after the vaunting manner of the 
Phariſees, with which our Bleſſed Saviour 
was fo highly offended ; bur that they 
deſire to manage their Holy Purpoſes in 
the moſt humble. Silence and. contrived ,. 
Secrecy. ; 
I conceived therefore, that it migbe 
probably conduce to the enlargement of 
theſe uſeful Societies, and ro engage the 


to give {ome Publick Account of their 
Conſtitution, Deſign, and Orders, all which - 
have been approved by divers eminent 
Divines: And among them, by our late 
moſt Reverend Primate, A, ch-Biſhop Ti:-- IJ 
lotſon, who after he had examind Their 3 
Orders, and the trifling Objections that 
were made againſt. them by ſome Perſons, 


decla: 


mo. - 
— 2 
.-e 


118 The Reaſon of 
declared it as his Opinion publickly, and 
upon ſeveral Occaſions, Thar thele Soil 
eties were a Support to our Churcy ; and 
ſarely they will not be. aſhamed to ap. , 
; f er 5 . he ch 
pear in Publick, whereloever the Chriſtian 
eligion does. hoe n 
AND tho' there be ſome little variati. ties, 


ons in the Orders of ſome of theſe $6. ; 
cieties from others, yet the Subſtance of / I 
them is generally one and the fame: In. | 

which 1 beleech- the Hey Spirit to eſta. N VE 
bliſh' every Soul engaged therein, and „„ 
to incline others to be foiiovers of them in d Di 
that which 15 Good. / | d con! 

THAT we have abſolute nced of Wartcrs. 

Reformation from the Higheſt to the Low- MW THE 
eſt, and that it highly concerns us to ſet Inceive. 
about it with ſpeed, are Truths ſo mani- Peron 


teſt, that J need not ſtand to prove them, N De 

1 to any Per ſon f ſerious and ſober Thought, Re of 
All ſuch muſt of neceſſiuy conclude wiih N alws 

me, That unleſs it be effected ſpecdily, we, Wreable 

are undone. Pere iin 

AND I think it will as little be queſti- YEN 

A cid by ſober Men, but that theic Seci- Perentl. 
cee, do very directly tend towards that. Wiances 
HA delired Effect: However, fince ſome Ob- {:1bo 
jettiens have been made againſt them, their 

we 771 now take them into Conſideratiop, Me at 

n CHAT. 


EI; 


and | 
% 
„ Pe chief Objeckions which have 


| been made againſt theſe Socie- 
i. ries, conſidered and anſwered. 


he by ſome of their Members. 
In. | 
ta- A it has been objected, 
nd VV Thar there is danger of Schi/m 
in Wd Diſſenſion by their weekly meeting, 
d conferring together about Religious 
of Natters. 1 1 
vw- MIHEY anſwer, 1. That they cannot 
ſet Iaceive where this Danger lies; ſince 
ni- ſÞ P-rions do. more proteſſedly own the 
em. hy Doctrine and Conſtitution of the. 
hr, Nef England than themſelves, deſir- 
uh always to be found in their Practice 
2, Feable thereunto: And that none do. 
re fincerely reverence and eſteem the 
ti- e Miniſtry, nor more conſtantly and 
ci Nerently attend upon the Publick Or- 
bat. Nnces: In the great Eſteem of which 


- ſabord ination to the Glory of God, 
m, their own and others Salvation) they. 
on, Pe at their own Expence ſet up daily 
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lineſs by their aſſembling together) ſo 


( 
femt 
>0Min 
or an 

LA 
Fact, 
all ge 
of the 
thodo: 
ſingin; 
hortin 
anothe 
any te 
ture c 
Or ra 
will n 
bliſhec 
and g 
ciſes? 

It 
that 1] 
theſe 


Publick Prayers in many Churches, (2 
ter due leave obtained ) and have pr 
cured ( thro the Aſſiſtance of ſever; 
Pious Divines ) the Benefit of weekly Con 
munions in many Churches, which the 
frequent in great. Numbers. 
2. THAT ſome of their Memby 
had by their Examples influenced fey 
ral Diſſenters to come to Church, ar 
been a means of bringing ſeveral An 
baptiſts and Quakers to Baptiſm. Th: 
they had allo been inſtrumental of pr 
ſerving from Popery ſeveral unſteddy at 
wavering People, in the late Rage of th 
Spiritual Plague; and of reducing mat 
licentious Perſons ro Holineſs of 1 ife. 
3. THAT as all controverſial Poi 
are forbidden by their Orders to be me 
led with in their Conferences, ( becau 
they only deſign to promote practical þ 


their reading of thoſe practical Portio 


of Holy Scripture to which their Or irt / 


direct them, they have recourſe ro [cfg 
Hammond s Expoſition, or ſome other AW itirnri 
thor recommended by their Miniſters FE 
4. THAT it had in Fact been ve forbid 
fied for theſe twenty two Years paſt, i their 
it. has been very rarely found that ¶ not K. 
9 8 Memſ does 1 


I 


„ 
e pre 
ever, 
y Com 
h . the 


Objections anſwered. 121 
{ember of theſe Societies had left the 
2ommunion of the Church of England 
or any other. | 
LASTLY, That leaving: Matters of 
Fact, they did appear to the Sentiments of 
all good People; whether their reading 
of the Word of God, with the moſt Or- 
thodox Expoſitors ; their Praying, and 
ſinging Pſalms rogether, with their Ex- 
horting, Reproving, and encouraging one 
another in their. Spiritual Warfare, have 
any rendency in Reaſon, and in the Na- 
ture of. things ro make Schiſmaticks? 
Or rather, whether any Church of Chriſt 
will not moſt certainly be the more eſta- 
bliſked and advanced by the conſcientious 
and general Practice of ſuch Holy Exer- . 
ciſes 5 

II. WHEREAS ** have objected, 7 
that ill and deſigning Men may get into 
theſe Societies ( as Popiſh re ere have 


>mbeii® 
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into ſome others) and quite pervert their 
Defign, (how good ſoever in the firſt In- 
ſtitution) to the prejudice af the Church. 
THEY anſwer, 1. That their Orders 
forbid the ad mittance of any Perſon into 
their Societies (as a Member) who is 
not known to ſome of the reſt, and who 
does not Recent the Publick Ordinances | 
in 


122 The moſt conſiderable 


in that way of Miniſtration which is by 
Law eftabliſhed : Which is a Caution 
they uſe to prevent Differences and Diſ. 
order, and effectually excludes ſuch as 
are mentioned by the Objefor. 

2. THAT they are ſo manifeſtly ſtu. 
dious to comply with the Rules of the 


Church of England, and to yield a juſt 


Obedience to thoſe that are ſet over them 
in the Lord; that they have been many 
times cenſured as guilty of rigid Seve- 


tity, and Uncharitableneſs towards Oi. 


ſenting Proteſtants; which they muſt Jike- 
wiſe: account an injurious. Treatment: 
Foraſmuch as they endeavour to ſhun all 
extremes, being deſirous to practiſe CHeiſti. 
an Subjection without prejudice to Chriſti. 
an Charity. > c 

III. TO thoſe 
their Reproving and Admoniſhing tho'e 
they converſe with; and by their viſiting 
the Sick, and ſomerimes praying with 
them; they do invade and intrude upon 
the Miniſter's Office. 

THEY reply, 1. That fince they are 
commanded of God, in any wiſe to reprove 
their Brother, and not to ſufer Sin upon 
him ; And to exhort one another daily, leſt 
any be hardened by the deceitfulneſs of Sin ; 


They 


who Object, That by. 


0 
hey hu 
n Adm! 
ood Pe: 
pon thi 

"Ho ©. 
he $1CR, 
{che gr 
nto by 
udgme: 
nanded 
ot ACC 
ters 
iſter c⸗ 
roved! 
lition « 
umbly 
ay an 
another 
loing It 
er but 

V. 
Danger 
Cicries, 
ſpecial 
ing tho 
reply, 
1 
Irantab! 
tor fear 


Objectious anſwered, 123 


$ by hey humbly conceive, that their Chriſti- 
tion Wn Admonitions and Reproofs can by no 


Di. Wood Perſon be cenſured as an intruſion 
ag on the Miniſterial Function. 
2. THAT fince the Duty of viſiting 


ſtu. W's Sich and adminiſtring to them, is one 
the If the great things which will be enquired 
juſt Wo by their Lord and Saviour at the Jaft 
em Dudęment: And ſince all People are com- 
any anded ta pray one for another; they can- 
. ot account it an invaſion upon the Mi- 


iter s Office, if at ſuch time as the Mi- 
iter cannot be preſent, they ule an ap- 
roved Form of Prayer ſutable to the Con- 


Nt : 

all MWition of the Sick Perſon (which they. 

i. Humbly conceive any Chriſtian Friend 

2. Nnay and ought upon Requeſt, to do for 
another, who by Sickneſs is diſabled from 

by. {oing it himſelf.) and in any caſe or man- 

de er bur this, they do not practiſe it. 

ng IV. TO ſuch as ſuggeſt, that there is 

th Hanger of Spiritual Pride in theſe So- 

on Nricties, by their making a particular. and. 


ſpecial Profeſſion of Religion, and be- 
re Ning thought more Holy, than others : They 
ve Nreply, | * 
n 1. THAT they cannot think it war- 
„ rantable to omit any part of Chriſtzay Duty 
bor fear of Spiritual Pride, or ſeeming bolier 
J. «=. 


7p 


124 The moſt conſiderable Ol 
than others: Since then, for the ſame 
Reaſon they might omit the whole. | 

2. THAT itis indeed a due Senſe of 
their own and others Infirmities which 
induces them to unite into Societies ( fince 
two are ſtronger than one, many than few) 
knowing that the Difficulties are ver 
many, and very great, which they ron 


encounter in their Paſſage towards E 
. 8 ; : f 
nal Life: And that ſuch is the Bega 


erring C 
N, in Or 
gath at 
bought 
Jn the 
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Pulpit a 
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enerab 


racy, even of Chriſtians in theſe la 
Oy that through the Profanentſ; 0 . 1 
ome, and rhe Lukewarmneſs and Cowardict 3 
of others, they ſhould bur ſeldom mee ur Refo 
with ſuch Converſation as is highly ex. 2+ 
pedient for the keeping up a due Marmi 3 
and Life in Spiritual Things; were it liſclain 
not for thoſe frequent Conferences, and _— 
pious. Exerciſes which are ( with "pool... ap 
Effect) ſer up by theſe Societies. * 
V. WHEREAS it is oljetted, Tia ii 
ſince a Church of Chriſ# is a Society 1 * 
Chriſtian People; and that theſe Societies 1 
are erected in a Reformed Church: Tha 3 
rhis is a Society within a Society ang Ire bu 
Refining upon a Reformed Church. good 
IO this they bumbly reply; VI. 
1. THAT they have not yer learnt, ly 


that the reading of God's Word, and con ¶ That 
| ferring , 


„ 


0b jectious anſwered. 125 
ſameſferring on the practical Points of Religi- 
„„ in order to a more holy Converſation, 
fe alain ar any time by good Men been 
hought prejudicial ro the Church of Chriſt. 
On the contrary, Our beſt Divines re- 
ommend theſe things both from the 
Pulpit and rhe PMs, as the beſt Expedi- 
nrs to ſupport and adorn our Reformed 
urch, and render it worthy of thar 
enerable Name. 5 


what the Objector means by refining upon 
ur Reformed Church. If it be meant, that 
hey pretend to reform her Doctrine, or 

quarrel with her Government; they utter ly 


eant that they deſire to refine and re- 
form themſelves and others, fo as to come 


practice, than ſome others do, who ſhel- 
er their profane Lives under the pre- 


good People, that they may ſo do. 


VI. WHEREAS it is objected, T har 
this Religious Converſation deſtroies Paro- 
chial Communion. It is humbly replied, 


That thele Perſons do moſt gladly em- 


2. THAT they do not well underſtand. | 


liſclaim any ſuch practice. Bur if ir be 
earer to her Purity of Doctrine in their 


tence of her Holy Communion; They own. 
this, and muſt adhere ro ir, not doubt- 
ing bur they ſhall have-the Prayers of all 


brace 


or Pariſhes. 


* 


126 The moſt conſider ale 
brace ſuch pious Society in their own 
Pariſh where ir may be had, and eſteem ars cb 
it as a fingular Privilege; and when on 
it cannot be had there, their pious confer. 

ence elſewhere tends ro produce in then ſt 
a much greater Reſpect for the publick 
Miniſtry, and a higher value for all ad; 
of Parochial Communion, and fits then 
for the more devout and profitable ule ofL17 A 
the publick Ordinances : And that they 
are by no Rule or Practice of theſe 5. 
cieties eſtranged from their own Paſty; 


A 


| 


UPON the whole Matter therefore, n 6 
they conclude ; That fince their Societia er). 
are neither againſt the Word of God pw 

nor the Laws of Man; but manifeſtyemde 
conducive to God's Glory, the Salvation e. es 
of Men, and the publick Intereſt of our bey * 
Church and Nation. And ſince they have 3 
proved very beneficial to the Souls of WM" the 
the Members; and are agreeable to the ** 
Primitive Practice of the beſt Chriſtian; oft c 
and tend fo directly to revive ſomething * y 
of their Primitive Purity and Zeal for and of 
Religion; together with their Chariry, a 1 
and good Works: They htmbly crave, EE: 
Thar theſe Societies may be encouraged . 11 
by their Governours in Church and State 3 
| ſutably ſe 


( 127 ) 
ably to the Spiritual and National Be- 
cfirs 2 may be reapt from them. 


— — 


fe of A Admonition t9 the Members 5 
they ß of theſe Sotieties. 


| TAVING thus far deſcribed and vin- 
| dicated theſe Societies, which 1 
erily think for the moſt part ſincerely 
keli7c0us: I now turn me to the reſpective 


700, R 

eſtl Members of them, beſeeching them, even 
tion Vor rhe Honour of God and Goodneſs, that 
our bey deport themſelves fo, that a fincere 
12ve Lover of Religion may with Honour plead 


or them. 
LE T me earneſtly entreat you, my 
ot beloved Brethren, that ye walk wor- 


fn thy of your ſpecial Profeſſion of Religion, 
& (4nd of your pious Undertakings, which 


are honou able in the ſight of God, and 
Angels, and Men. — we 
IT will be expected from yon, that 
you ſhew your ſelves Exemplary in all the 
bly practical Points of our Holy RO 
i uc 


Pg 
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128 An Admonition 
ſuch as Purity, Patience, Humility, Te, 
perance, Charity, Heavenly-mindedneſs, and 
the like ; becauſe this is the very End 
your Religious Aſſociations. O! be ng 
wanting to gain your main Point: Fo 
indeed, not only thoſe who diſreſpect you 
bur even thoſe that wiſh you beſt, will hy 


vocal & 
. De 
Neligion 
thers. 

nd luk 
overs ( 
ou, bi 


apt to ask, hat do ye more than others Veil I can 
as our Great Lord and Maſter has done cable ! 
more for you, than for many others, he wil Neeb {tr 
(as a Righteous Judge) put that very Qu, 
ſtion to you ar the laſt Day, as we find ivith a 
proceeding from his own Lips, Mat. 5. Nou ba 

ALL the real Diſciples of Chriſt, Horn 2 
abundantly more for their Maſter tha fiety ar 
Publicans, and the unregenerate Part 0 ected 1 
the World. They have much forgiven; { 
them by God, and they love him miciſ the E 
They have received much, and they make fully of 
ſuitable Improvements and Returns. The rell-do; 
are born of God, and they live to him. They! ou ha 
have Treaſures in Heaven, and their Heart. the Bur 
are there. So that if you are fincere it Maſter 
your Pretenſions, you will live like tha abour 
peculiar People, who are choſen 20 fene) o. 
forth the Praiſes of him, who hath callei WH 
yon out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light M's P 

CONSIDER, my Brethren, God hari" Pra 
enrruſted his Honour with you in a vcr) fle, a 


ſpec! | 


130 An Admonition 
ſciences will chear you in the moſt adveaſh,; a 
Circumſtances ; and what's above all, Hen, w 
Power and Conſolation of the Foly Ghot 
will ſuſtain you in every Condition, an 
your End will be Glorious. Whereas, q 
the contrary, if you fink and ſwerve fro 
your good Beginnings, you will be thi 
Grief of good People, the Scoft of ti 
Wicked, the Contempt of the World, 
Terror to your ſelves in all your ſerion 
Hours, eſpecially. in the Days of Troubk 
and of Sickneſs, and Death: And alas 
ye will be for ever pierced by the mo 
diſmal Regret, and Selt-condemnarior 
and be the Sport of mocking Devils to al 
Eternity. 

WHEREFORE, my Brethren, be zes 
louſly affected always in good Matters; will 
draw not your Hand from the Plough ; bu 
contend earneſtly for that Crown of Righ 
teouſneſs, which is prepared for them tha 
love God. Let the Glorious Kingdom o 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt fill your Hearts an 
Minds; and then ye will pour a juſt Con 
tempt upon the vain. Things of this World 
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which Irvire, but cannor Treat a ration BE s. 
Soul with tolerable Satisfaction. Walk i 
are taught, by the Sacred Word of Got hoſe of 
to expect à Day, in which the Heavens wieaven 


70 


1350 theſe Societies. 131 
vert iſs att ay with a great Noiſe, and the Ele- 
„ tente will melt with fervent Heat, and the 
Glo: irth and all its Furniture be burnt up. 
 anM'hen will rhe whole Scene of viſible 
18, 0 
fro 
> thi 
F thi 
1d, 
"FLOW 
bubble 
alas 
mo 
ation 
to al 


vill divide all rhe Inhabirants of the 
arth. O Sirs! let. us live as it becomes 
ſucha Faith: Since we expe& ſuch Things, 
et us by ſuitable Effects, conyince the In- 


et upon them, - N | 
LET us often think, what a Glory it 
vill be, to be embraced and owned by 
ur Immortal and Iiluftrions King, the 
rd Feſus Chrift ; to be acknowledged as 
is approved Servants, to be embraced as 
is beloved Friends, and to be glorified as 
s adopted Brethren ; as thoſe that have 
lowed him in the Regeneration. This is 
he Honour, rhe Glory, the Bliſs of Man. 
Lis worthy of all the Care, Swear, and 
ferings that we can ſuſtain in the pur- 
uit of it. And this is the great, the ſure, 
nd the near Recompence of all the faith- 
ul Followers of the Lamb. | 

BE ſure therefore, my Brethren, that ye 
alk in his blefled Steps, particularly 
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eaven of Pride be found in you, it will 


Things be ſhifred-; and Heaven and Hel! 


del World, that our Hearts are indeed 


hole of his Humility and Meekneſs, If the 
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vou and your Works hateful in the fight 
of God. This Root of Bitterneſs is apt 
to take place in our Hearts; and ye can 
never be too careful ro Weed it out, no 
too earneſt in exalring the ſweet and come 
ly Grace of Humility. And if ye are Mee; 
Gentle, and Patient towards all Men , Vt | the © 


232 An Admonition 
corrupt all your other Doings, and rende 


rect, 


JH 


will obtain many Triumphs over the Spi 47 
rits of Men by your Submiſſion, wick 
would be exaſperarcd by Contempt. . 
IN a Word, Be very careful to anſue PRE 
your Holy Character, and be Religion pedie! 
indeed. Be as Submiſſive as ye have be te the 
to thoſe that have the Rule over you, pan at ati G 
.cularly ro thoſe who truly watch for y choſer 
Souls: Walk in Love one to another, dit 
more than common Brethren; keep up ent a 
«Chriſtian Purity, regular Zeal, fervagſſ' c! 
Devotion, and an unblameable Converſut THIS 


on; and then the Face of God will be Cernir 


Wards you here, till at laſt it be opened! Hr COL 
you in a rapturous Eternal Viſion, throy llemblie 
his beloved Son. Amen, Amen, THIS 
= | ear ( 
ty of V 

g eward | 

CHAR") a 


> Proper 
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C05 A 3 IX. 


ireftions for Religious Confe- 
rence, with PRAYERS for 
e Uſe of Religious Societies, 
Y 4722 upon other Occaſions. 


PREMISE, that it may be very ex- 
pedient, and what would much pro- 
ore the pious Deſign of theſe Societies; 
at ati Orthodox and Pious Miniſter ſhould 


art ; 
L M | choſen by each Society, as the Director 
her d Viſiter of it; who may frequently be 


elent at their Aſſemblies, to preſerve Or- 
r, excite Zeal, and reſolve Doubts. 
THIS would obviate many Objections 


yerjat 
beifhncerning them, and would greatly be- 
ened! ir, countenance, and recommend ſuch 


THIS Director may be choſen every 
ear (when the Stewards are) by Majo- 
ty of Votes, (no manner of Sallary or 
eward being to be allowed on this Ac- 
int) and when he is preſent, it will be 
proper Place to Pray with the Soczety. 

—_—_ THE 


/ 
rect ou 
now p 
the G1 
all Ge 
ork in 


r the ſal 


134 Directions for 


THE Members of the Society are oft 
to mind one another, to be very puncy; 
0 their Hour of Meeting; and ro wa 
lefſer Occaſions that tend to divert the 
From coming to it. And when a comp 
tent Number of them are met; one of i. 
Stewards, (if the Director be ablenr } ( Then " 
any other Perſon defired, may begin d theſ, 


Conference thus: P All ſtanding up) 0 
rever 


th thy 
er us \ 
our 
ded in 


MY Brethren, we are commanded ( 
God, That our Communication be ſuch 
tends to the Edifying of one another ; 4 
ſuch as miniſters Grace to the Hearers, E 


4.29. And we find the Spirit of God come. 
mending the Education of Timothy, Th eriaitir 
from à Child he had known the Holy Sen 1 

tures, which were able to mahe him Ii 3 

mo 


unto Salvation, through Faith which is 


Feſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Let us the! Holy 
fore endeavour at this time to Edify ageing 
another in the Things of God, with ti tle hea 
greateſt Humility of Mind, and the tſſvardty 
dereſt Bowcls of Chriſtian Charity. | d Com 
indeed, Wherewithal ſpall a young M. brace, 


ope of 
ven us 


riſt. 


cleanſe his way, but by tabins heed the 
according to the Mora of God > Pal. | 
9. And thar it may pale God to init 
our Minds therein at this time, and 


dite 
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rot our Hearts and Lives thereby: Let 
now put up our Prayers to God, (ho. 


the Giver of all Grace, and the Author. 
all Good ) ro accompliſh this Holy 


the ork in every one of us, by his Holy Spirit, 
om r the ſake of FeſusChr if his Son ourSavicur.. 
oft 


ren the Steward may devoutly Repeat 
{3 5 
in ol #-e/e three Collects. | All kneeling ] 


ere us, O Lord, in all our Doings 
th thy molt gracious Favour, and fur- 
er us with thy continual Help, that in 
our Works begun, continued, and 


_ 4 in thee, we may glorify thy Holy 
)d co e, and finally by thy Mercy, obtain 
\ BM Pag, Life, 8 Jeſus Chriſt our 


N | [All, Amen 1 
O moſt Blefled Lord! who haſt cauſed 


Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
10 arning ; Grant, that we may in ſuch 
iich ile hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
he rf vardiy digeſt them; that by Patience 
„. IId Comfort of thy Holy Word, we may 
7 Mi brace, and ever rg faſt the bleſſed. 
” /1-80pe of everlaſting: Life, which thou haſt 
zl. en us in thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus 
init riſk, Amen, : 
"5. 
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O God ! for as much as without The + E. 
we are not able to pleaſe thee ; mercifuligſ'© 
grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in 21 5: Et 

things direct and rule our Hearts, throug 26.18. 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 6: F 


Then all riſi ing, and [eating od 8. H 
their Places, the Steward may rea 4 * 
O. 


one of the Chapters ſet down in the ten 
Order; reſting ſo long at the end 


every Verſe, that any one may have 4 


Opportunity to make any ſerious R 30 
mark upon iti. Or ſome part of an aj Ane 
proved Expoſition on the Holy Scr ! 
ture, or on the Catechiſm, may be rea 12. 
And in order to a more adviſed Con 13 · 
rence upon the moſt important Du 14, 
| of our Holy Religion; rte Ste was!. 36. 
(in the Abſence of the Director) ma 15 
at the cloſe of every Weekly A fem 16. 
propoſe one of the following Subjects 17. 
be Diſcourſed upon at Tore next Conft 18. 
rence, VIZ, Me 
| | | 19. 
1. THE Duty of Self examinatia 42. 2» 
required, 2 Cor. 13. 5. 20. 
2. THE Duty of Self- abaſement, and f 
Self. renouncing, required Mark 8. 34: - 


3. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Me: 
16. 16. 4. L 


Religions C onference. i od 
4. Evangelical Repentance, 2 Cer 
10. 


Thee 
cifull 
in 2 
roug 


5. Effectual Converſion to | God, po 
26. 18. 

6. Truft in God, 1 Tim. 6. 17. 

1 Mortification, Rom, 8. 13. Gal. 5+ 24. 
8. Humility, Ephe/. 3. 2. 

9. Chriſtian Hove, 1 Pez. 1. 3. 

10. Chriſtian Charity, 1 Cor. 13. 1, 

c. 

Including the Love of God, Mari, 12. 


Ade a 

1s Re 30. Ls 

mn a} And the Love of Men, Ver. 31. 
Scrinl 11. Alms-deeds, Mat. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4» 
ee 12. Contentment, Phil. 4. 11. 
Con 13. Juſt-dealing, 1 Thef. 4. 6. 


14. Government of the Tongue, Mas. 


Dutie 

ewa. 36, 37. 

) e 5. Prayer and Praiſe, I Ss 
em 15. Chaſtity, Mat. 5.27, 28. 

eq t 17. Temperance, 1 Cor. 9. 25. 
Cn 18. Patience, * 2.20, 21. Sa 


Meekneſs, Tit. 3 

19. The ET Worſhip of God, P/al, 
42. 2, 4. 

20. Heavenly - minded neſs, Col. 3. 1, 2. 
4 Contempt of the World, Gal. 6, 


f Chriſtian Prudence, Mat. 1 
G 4 "I 
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22. Family Duties, Fofh. 24. 15. 37. ( 
Or Religious Houſhold Goy ernment Deut. 6. 
He 10.2. 38. 

23. Subjection to Magiſtrates, Tit 39. 
2. I nels; 
24. Peace-making, Mat. 5. 9. 40. ( 
25. Of Reproof, Lev. 19. 17. Wer. 24. 
26. Sanifying che Lord's Day, Nun 
15.3% Ts - THE 
27. Growing in Grace. 2 Pet. 3, 19. Fortanc 
28. Improyment of Opportunities offff theſe 
Doing and Receiving Good, Acts 10. 3 Humber 
29. Duty of Parents and Children toFubject 
wards each other, Epbeſ. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4. Nonferei 
30. Of the Husband and Wife, EpizWourſe : 
5.22, to the and. Subject 
31. Of Maſters and Servants, E pheſ. NMembe 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Society 
32. Of People to their Paſtors, Heb, i NConven 
17. THI 
233. Of preparing for, and watchirfWhole ' 
in 3 Performance of all Religious Exe of 
erciſes, Heb. 12. 28, 22. ende, 
34. The Duty of Chriſtians to Enemies Nutable 
Rom. 12. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. AN! 
35. Of endeavouring the Converſion L 
and Salvation of others, 1 T:m. 2, 3, 4|Mhorow 
26. The Senle of God's Omnipreſenct df. ny 


Pſalm 139. 
37 
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37. Of Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
Deut. 6. 6, 7, 8, 9. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 

38. Of Meditation, 1 Tim. 4. 15. 
39. Of Circumſpection, or Warchful- 
neſs, Mat. 24. 42, 43, Sc. . 
40. Of Perſeverance, Rev. 2-10. Jude 

ber. 24. 


nent, 


Tiths 


mb, 
THESE are Duties of the greateſt Tm-: - 
orrance, and are all ſuited to the Rules + 
ff theſe Societies, And ] have kept to the 
umber 40, that I might aſſign one diſtinc 
dubject of Diſcourſe for every Mee 
onference in the Year, reſerving the Dif- 
ourſe of 12 of them to be ſpent upon the 
dubject of the Lord's Supper, which every '» 
Member is obliged by the Orders of rhe 
Soctery to receive (Where he may with 
onveniency) twelve Times in the Lear. 
THUS every Perſon knowing for - 

hole Week before, What will be the Sub- 
ect of the Diſcourſe ar the next Confe- 
ende, may the better prepare for it by 
utable Reading, Meditation and Prayer. 
AND thus the chiefeſt parts of Chri- 
erſionſſtian Duty will be confidered and gone 

3, 4borow every Year, to the great Increaſe 
ſence f Knowledg and Practice, 

| Wy Noe, 


. 19. 
8 
O. 30 
n do- 
4. 
E phe 
heſc 
eb. 1} 


ching 
Ex- 


emies 


37 
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Note, THAT every Perſon is cliefy 
to bend his Diſcourte to farther rhe 
Practice of every Duty, and ro promote 
Holineſs of Life. 

AND it will be expedient, That ng 
Perfon ſpeak above 2 or 4 Sentence, 
without a convenient Pauſe, ro give room 
to others to ſpeak their Mind, And is 
caſe of Silence, he may proceed, but 
with the ſame Caution. 

AND at the time of Conference, one © 
the Stewards (in the ablence of the 
Director) may propoſe the foilownyg 
Rveſtions, for the fake of Method; and 
that every ones Diicourſe may be the more 
directly practical, viz. when the Duty 10 
be ſpoken co, is named, the Steward may 
Jay, | ; | 

I. Queſt, Wherein conſiſts the Nature ol 
tbis Duty? | 

II. 2veſt. What Directions do you pro- 
pole in order to make the Practice of 
more ſure, and more eaſy? 

III. What Diſcouragements do any d 
yon find in the Practice of it? 

IV. What Motives may encourage out 
Practice of this Duty, and our Pertere 
rance in it? 


IE 


7 
IF r 
theſe rr 


, 1 
ing. 

* 
both tc 
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nings, 
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of an 
his Wr 
„ 
3. 
hav 
God. 
6. 
good 
of a b 
TH 
Metho 
the W 
TH 
tne Sr 
lowing 
raile v 
and F. 


1 . OB | 


Religious Conference, 141 


IF the time permits, ſuch Motives as 
ieflyſ theſe may be toucht upon, vix. 
the 1. The Authority of God command- 
note ing. 


2, The Goodneſs of God, promiſing 


t ros both to aſſiſt and reward the Diligent. 

nces il 3. The Terriblene/s of God's Threat- 
oom nings, and the Examples cf bis Wrath 
id in ſomerimes ſeen upon Earth; and the 
but dread fulneſs of the everlaſting Vengeance 


of an Almighty re in the fierceneſs of 


ne of his "= in the other World. ; 
dhe . The Exce/lency of the Duty it ſelt. 


Wing 5 The Ex imples of Good Men, WN 
andi have gone before us in the Ways of 


nor God. 
ry 10 
ay 


of a bad one. 
THESE general Heads may ve the 


tre Of 
pro- the Weekly Conference. 
of 4 
the Stewards may read tome of the fol- 
lowing Sentences, and the Admonirion, to 
raile up and engage every Soul to Faith 
e our and Fervency in Prayer. 


1y Gf 


fend „ 


it 


6. The Bleſſed Reſt and Peace ofa 
good Conſcience ; and the previous Hell 


Method of D:icourie upon any Duty at ; 
THE Conference being ended, one of 
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. 
Devotions ſuted to ſuch Religious 
Conference. 
Sentences. 
OD is preatly to be feared in the 4. 
ſemblies of his Saints; and to |: 


Had in reverence by all that are. about him 
Plal. 89. 7. 


GOD 2s 4 righteous Judg, ſtrong and 


patient; and God is provoked every diy 
Plal. 7. 12. 

GOD will bring every Work into Tudg: 
ment, with every Secret thing whether-it bi 
good, or whether it be evil. Eccleſ. 12. 1 

HE that hideth his Sins ſhall not proſper: 


but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh them 


ſhall have Mercy. Prov. 28. 17. 

IF any Man ſinneth, we have an Aden 
cate with the Father,” Jeſus. Chrift th 
Righteous ; and he is the Propitiation ji 
ar Sins. Te 1,2 8s 

O come, let us worſhip, and fall donn 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker, Plat 


9: ks 


The 


MY 
has pr 


three 4 


Mat. 
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The Admonition before Prayer, to be mu 
by the Steward, (in the Director's 
Ou Abſence) if the time will permit. 


MY Brethren, fince our gracious God. 
has promiſed. to be preſent, where two or 
three are gathered together in his Name : 
Mat. 18. 20. Let us duly conſider what 


An awful thing it is to draw nigh unto. - 


o be God; even to him who is able to ſave, or. 
deſtroy us for ever: Luk. 12. 5. To him 


Thoughts, and who hath ſtruck ſome. 
Perſons dead in the place, when they 


zah, Numb. 16. 35. Corah, and many 
chers. 1 Sam. 6. 19. 

BUT- we have a perfect and accepta- 
ble High Prieſt, the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


ſent our Petitions. ro his Father, and our 


ſincerely ſerve him. And through this 
new and living //ay we may approach 
to the Throne of Grace with an humble 
holdneſſ. Heb. 10. 19. Wherefore let us 


who ſees our very Hearts and ſecret. 


hung /e him not in due order. Lev. 10. 2. 
As Nadab and Abibu, 2 Sam. 6. 7. Uz- 


Heb. 7. 26. who will perfect and pre- 


Father, John 20. 17. if we devoutly and 


gird up the Loins of our Mind, ang rouze 
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up our drowſy Aﬀections, and watch 
over our deceitful Hearts. Fam. 1. 6. 
Let us pray in Faith, and in Charity, 
with Fervency and Humility ; 1 Tim. 2. 
8. conſidering that our preſent and fu- 
ture Happineſs depends upon our pre. 
vailing in Prayer, Let us therefore be. 
ſeech God to aſſiſt us in this great Duty 
with his Holy Spirit, Rom. 8. 26. and 
thereby to help our Infirmities; and that 


he would graciouſly accept our unwor- 


thy Perſons and Performances through 
his Son FESUS CHRIST whom he hath 
ordained to be a High Prieſt for ever, 
zo make Interceſſion for us. Heb. 7. 23. 
Amen. - 

: Ler us pray. 


Then all devoutly kneeling, they may join 
in this Confeſſion of Sin. 

A LMIGHTY God! Father of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Maker of all 

Things ; Judg of all Men : We acknow- 

ledg and bewail our manifold Sins and 


Wickedneſs, which we from time to time 


moſt grievouſly have committed, in 
Thought, Word and Deed, againſt thy 
Divine Majeſty ; provoking moſt juſtly 
thy Wrath and Indignation againſt us. 

7- 
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We do earneſtly deſire to repent, and to 
be heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdoings : 
The remembrance of them is grievous to 
us, the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have Mercy upon us, have Mercy upon 
us, moſt Merciful Father! for thy Son 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, forgive us 
all rhar 1s paſt, And grant rhat we may 
cver hereafter, ſerve and pleaſe thee in 
newneſs of Life: To the Honour and 
Glory of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. | 


VR Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy King- 

dem come: Thy Mill be done on Earth as 
it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
daily Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſ- 
es, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
is: And lead us not into Temptation; but 
deliver us from Evil: For thine is the 
Ring dem, the Pöwer, and the Glory, for 
(ver and ever. Amen. | 


Then the Steward alone may ſay, 
ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting God, 


who hateſt nothing that thou haſt made; 
and doſt forgive the Sins of all them 


that are penitent : Vouchſafe to create 
and make in us new and contrite Hearts, 
| | thar 
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that we duly lamenting our Sins, and 
acknowledging our Wretchedneſs. ma 
obtain of thee, the God of all Mercy, 
perfect Remi ſſion and Forgiveneſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Here may follow the Collect for the Day: 


And ſuch other Collects in the Common. 


Prayer, as may be ſutable. 


Then all rifing. 
Stew. Glory be to the Father, Sc. 
All. As it was in the, &e. 
Stew. Praiſe ye the Lord. 
All. The Lord's Name be praiſed. © 


Then the Steward may read the following 


Admonition to the Praiſe of God, before 
the ſinging of a Pſalm, if time wil 
permit. | 
LET us confider, my Brethren, what 
cauſe we have to pratſe God. E/A. 100. 3, 


He is the Author of -our Being 8 the Foun · 


tain of our Mercies; the God of our 
Life and of our Salvation. O! praiſe 
the Infinite Goodneſs of God, who made 
us little lower than the Angels in the State 
of our Creation; P/al. 8. 5. yea, who 
hath ſhewn to us faln Men, more Com- 
paſſion than ro the faln Angels: For they 
are reſerved in Everlaſting Chains of Dark: 

5 Sf | eſs, 


R 


neſs, te 
ſude 6 
Eterna 
God tC 
Prefenc 
2 Cont; 
given er 
LE] 
by Go 
Creatu 
Man 1 
Creatic 
the w 
Beings 
LE. 


1s his ( 


Wul an 


Let u 
Pſalm: 
with u 
among 
LE 
neſs tl 
Notes 
their 
bouſe : 
not wi 
ful of 
And h 


and 


nay 
rcy, 


ugh 


ay: 


Non. 


Religious Conference. 147 3 
nels, to the Fudgment of the Great Day 
ſude 6. Whilſty we have the Offers of 
Eternal Redemption. And it pleaſes 
Cod to fit Men daily for his nearer 
preſence in the Work of Sanctification 
2 Con: 5+ 5. whilſt Devils are wholly 
given up to their malicious perverſeneſs. 

LET us confider, Thar Man was made 
by God to be the Mouth of the Dumb 
Creatures in the Praiſes of their Creator: 
Man is to be the High Prieſt of the lower 
Creation to offer up a Divine Service for 
the whole Congregation of Sublunary 
Beings. P/al. 10. 4. | 

LET us remember, That Man's Tongue 
1s his Glory, Plal. 57. 8. a very wonder- 


ful and peculiar Gift of God to Men. 


Let us ſay therefore with the Holy 
Pſalmiſt, I will greatly praiſe the Lord 
with my Mouth; yea, I will praiſe him 


among the Multitude. Plal. 109. 30. 


LET us obſerve, with what chearful- 
neſs the very Birds tune their pleaſant. 
Notes to the Praiſe of their Maker after 
their Capacity. They have not Store- 
bouſe Nor Barn, Mat. 6. 26. and know 
not where they ſhall find the next mouth- 
ful of Meat; yet how pleaſant are they! 
And how void of Murmurs or Sullenneſs. 
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FINALLY, Let us conſider, that by 
praiſing God now, we learn how t 
| praiſe God in Heaven. This will be 
the Work and Happineſs of that State 
of Glory : Rev. 19. 1. Let us therefore 
join our fincere Praiſes in the Church be- 
low to thoſe more perfect Halleluj ahs of 
the Saints above. It is ſaid, Rev, 14.3. 
That none could learn their Song, but thiſe 
that were redeemed from the Earth. From 
which we may note, that true Holinelz 
is that which will fit us for the Songs o 
Heaven. | 

LET us therefore now. ftrain up out 
Aﬀections to the higheſt pitch, and ſo 
fing the Praiſes of God in Heart and 
Spirit, that Angels and Saints may join 
with us now, and we with them for eyet- 
more. Amen, 


Then a Pſalm may be ſung ; all ſtanding 
up in this exalted part of Divine 
Worſhip. : 

Then may they repeat the Apoſtles Creed, 


Believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth: Aud 
in Feſus Chriſt, his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : Born 
of the Virgin Mary: Suffered under Pon- 
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jus Pilate; was crucified, dead and buri- 
: He deſcended into Hell: the third day 
he roſe again from the dead: He aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right Hand 
F God the Father Almighty : From thence 
he hall come to judg the quick and the dead. 
believe in the Holy Ghoſt; the Holy 
Catholick Church ; the Communion of Saints ; 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Ræſurrection of 
the Body, and the Life everlaſting. Amen. 
All; Lord we believe, help thou our Un- 
belief. 


Then all kneeling, After the Collect for 
 Tranity Sunday, the Steward may pro- 
ceed in Prayer for the Society, which 
mgy alſo be uſed in a private Family. 


0 Moſt Holy and Blefled God ! The 
Creator, Governour, and Judge of 
all: Who hateſt Falſhood and Hypocriſy, 
and wilt not accept the Prayer of feigned 
Lips: But haſt promiſed to ſhew Mercy 
to ſuch as turn unto thee by true Faith and 
Repentance : Vouchſafe, we pray thee, 
to create in us clean and upright Hearts, 
through an unfeigned Faith in thy Son 
our Saviour. To us indeed belongeth 
Shame and Confuſion of Face: We are 
not Worthy to lift up our Eyes or Voice = 
| ; RT wards 


ment; but let thy merciful Bowels yern 


O!] give us Repentance and Remiſſion of 


Fold, through this great Shepherd of Souls; 
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wards Heaven: Our Natures are depra- 
ved, and our Ways have been perverſe 
before thee. O! let not thy Wrath riſe 
againſt us, left we be conſumed in a mo- 


over us, and vouchſafe to purify and par- 
don us, through thine All-ſufficienr Grace 
and Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Since 
it hath pleaſed thee to offer him up as a. 
Sacrifice for Sinners, vouchſafe we beſeech 
thee, to cleanſe us from all Iniquity thro' 
his Blood. We believe that he is able to 
Have to the uttermoſt thoſe that come to 
thee By him ; and we do earneſtly defire 
to embrace him as our Prince and Saviour: 


Sin through his Name. All we like Sheep 
have gone aſtray, every one in his own 
Way; Good Lord, reduce us into thy 


and be pleaſed to lay on him the Infquity 
of us all. ly, + - 

AND as we have much to be forgiven, 
be pleaſed ro incline our Hearts to love 
thee much, who forgiveſt Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion, and Sin. Give us that Faith. 
which worketh by Love, and ſuch Love 
as will conſtrain us to have regard to all 


thy Commandments, And* make 1 f wh; 
00k. 
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look carefully to all our ways, that we 
may never again do any thing whereby 


and by the moſt charitable Diſpoſitions ro- 
wards all Men. | 


favingKnowledge of ſpiritual Things, that 
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thy Holy Name may be Blaſphemed, or 
thine Authority Deſpiſed. ; 
GIVE us the deepeſt Humility, with- 
out which we can never be accepted of 
thee, our infinitely condeſcending God : 
Make us continually to tread in the Steps 
of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour; being 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, always Influ- 
enced by the higheſt. Love of thee our God, 


VOUCHSAFE to indue us with the 1 
we may receive all thy Truths in the 
love of them, in all Patience, Purity, Ju- 
ſtice, Temperance, Godlineſs, and Bro- 
therly- kindnels; that we may adorn our 
Holy Profeſſion, and reſemble the Divine 
Goodnels of thee our Heavenly Father. 
AND fince we are not only weak and 
frail, but corrupt and finful ; vouchſafe, 
O Lerd, to keep us by the Power of thine 
Holy Spirit, thar we fall not from our 
avowed Sted faſtneſs in all Chriſtian Duty. 
Preſerve us from all the Sin and Vanity to 
which our Age, Condition, and Nature 
3 


4 2 
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is prone, and to which the Devil and this 
World may at any time Tempt us. 
GLORIFY, Good God, thy Strength 
in our Weakneſs, thy Grace in our Polly- 
tion, and thy Mercy in our Salvation. 
May our Holy Religion be grounded and 
ſettled in our Hearts; thar our of the 
good Treaſure of a gracious Heart, our 


Speech may be Savoury, and our Conver- 


ſation Exemplary ; and that we may bc 
Fruitful in all good Works, even to our 
old Age, and to our laſt Day. 

FIT us we pray thee for every State 
of Life into which thy Providence ſhall 
caſt us; Proſper our lawful Undertakings, 
Preſerve us Night and Day; and prepare 
us for a hopeful Death, and a bleſſed Eter- 
nity. 


BE pleaſed, we beſcech thee, to Blels 


all thoſe Societies, who in Truth apply 


their Hearts to thy Service and Glory; 
we pray thee be pleaſed ro ſtrengthen, ſta- 
bliſh, and ſettle both them and us in thy 
Faith, Fear, and Love. 

' LET nothing in this World diſcourage 
us from the purſuit of choſe Holy Purpoles, 
which thy Spirit has at any time put into 
our Hearts and Minds. But make us all 
Faithful to thee our avowed God, and our 
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deſired Portion, even unto Death; that 
we at laſt (with thy whole Church) may 
be Partakers of that eternal Life and per- 
fect Bliſs, which thou haſt promiſed, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, thy only begotten 


Son, our only Mediator and Redeemer, 
Amen. | : 


4 General Interceſſion. 
ALMIGHTY God, whoſe Kingdom 


and Power is univerſal ; Vouchſafe 
we pray thee ro Defend and Proſper thy 
whole Church; and ſo diſpoſe the Heart 
of thy Servant King William, that he may 
ever ſeek thy Honour and Glory. And 
grant to his whole Council, and to all in 
Authority under him, that they may truly 
and indifferently miniſter Juſtice ro the 
ſuppreſſing of thoſe Vices which reign a- 
mongſt us, and to the reviving of true Re- 
ligion and Concord. And grant that, all 
our Biſhops aud inferior Paſtors, may be 
eff. ctually Illuminated by the Knowledge 


of thy Word, that by their holy Lives, and 


ſound Doctrine, they may Convert many 


to Righteouſneſs. 


AND to all the People of theſe three 
Nations be pleaſed to give thy Heavenly 
Grace, 
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Grace, that they may live in thy Faith 
and Fear, in Obedience to ene 2 
in Godly Love towards each other. 


omfor 
fiend, 
ortable 


FINALLY, we recommend to thy Fa. WE 
therly Goodnels, all thoſe that are ali fictic 
ed in Mind, Body, or Eftate, eſpecially ſroubl 
ſuch as ſuffer for Righreouſneſs ſake. Or 
Lord, relieve them according to their ſe. Act 
veral Neceſſities, give them Patience un- ealth, 
der their Sufferings, and a happy Iſſue our eaceaE 
of all their Afflictions; all which we bez. of « 
in the Name and Mediation of Jeſus Chrit arh di 
our Saviour. Amen. BU” 
hy Na 

— „ IRE hy Na! 
. 1 the 

4 Thankſgiving. 3s ha 


O MOST metciful God, the Father 0 bro hi 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the inexhau YE 
ſtible Fountain of Goodneſs, we humbly d Pez 
Praiſe thy Name for all thy Mercies vouck-W* the | 
ſafed to us. We Praiſe thee, that thou" an) 


mad'ſt us reaſonable Creatures; that we ward 
were born in a Chriſtian Land; and that 3 


we were early brought into thy gracious 
Covenant. We bleſs thee for all the Ad. ene 
vantages of our Education; for all the or tliy 
Benefits of good Examples, and of ſealo- Wort 
nable Counſel and Reproof: For all ite 
Com: 
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omfort we have had in any Relation, 
riend, or Enjoyment, and for the com- 
able Uſe of all thy good Creatures. 
BK VE praiſe thee for all the Benefits of 
ili. Nfliction; for thy merciful Support in 
„Trouble, and thy gracious Deliverances 
5 om an) Evil. 
3 WE bleſs thy Name for our preſerit 
jealth, for our neceſſary Food, for our 
Gcenbile Habitations, and for chat Mea 
ire of outward Things which thy Bounty 
arh diſpenſed to us. | 
BUT above all, we bleſs and praiſe 
hy Name now, (and deſire ro magnify 
hy Name for ever) for our Redemption 
y The Blood of thy beloved Son; and thar 
ou haſt ordained Means of eternal Life 
bro him. 
hau. WE praiſe rhee for thy Covenant of Life 
umblyod Peace; for thy Word and Sacraments; 
ouch. Er the Operations of thine Holy Spirit, and 
thou er any Evidence or Hope of thy Favour 
t welewards us, who are leis than the leaſt of 
| that ny Mercies. 
ciouſ} WE bleſs thee, Good God, for thy Pa- 
> Agence towards us, for thy Calls to us, . 
the er tliy great Pity and Compaſſion to ſuch 
ſealo- Nuworthy Creatures. 
[| the H .SET 
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SET home, we beſeech t hee, a due an 
conſtant Senſe of theſe and all thy Merci 
upon all our Hearts, and make us to. li 
to the Praiſe of thee (the God of our Mer 
cies ) all our Days, through Jeſus Chri 
our Lord, to whom with thee, and th; 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Blefling, Honour, Glo 
ry and Power aſcrib'd by Angels and Me 
for evermore. Amen. 


Then all tanding up, the following Exhurt 
tion to Humility may be Read. 


MV Brethren, ſince the Great G0 
doth often aſſure us in his Hoh 
Word, That he will reſiſt the Proud, bi 
give Grace to the Humble; James 4. 6. 
Per. 5. 5. Let us conſider, that our Un 
dertakings, tho' never ſo good, will ia 
and come to nought, except we be truh an 
deeply Humble: Luke 14. 11.* Indecd ! 
cannot be otherwiſe, becauſe rhe Pront 
Perſon quits his Reliance on God, to rl 
in himſelf, which is to exchange a Ks 
for a Reed. | 2 

ALAS!” What are we, poor empty N 
things? Gen. 32. 10. Yea, what is work 
condemned periſhing Sinners? We hat 
perhaps Underſtanding now, but Ga 
can ſoon turn it into Madneſs: Dan. 4 
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lercè we may have ſome Attainments in Grace, 
0. U bur ſpiricual Pride will wither all, and ſoon 
Me. reduce us to a very profligate and wretched 
ChriWStare ; I/. 66. 2. Such as we have ſeen o- 
d t thers tumble into, who have begun in the 
, Glo birit, and ended in the Feſ. Phat have 
1 Melwe that we have not received? 1Cor. 4. 7. 
and which he that gave it, may not as 
ſoon rake away? 

WE t that are young in Years, and 
younger in Grace, 1 Tin. 3. 6. are in 
danger of Self conceit, and of being 
puffed up; which is a Quick-ſand in 


Hurt 


> Go 
s Hoh 


d, Mrhich thouſands have been ſwallowed up 
6. and perifhr. It is not in vain, that the 
ur UnflApoſtle requires, That Young Men be ex- 
vill fag borted to be ſober- minded, Tit. 2. 6. Prov. 
4% ane. 18. which he elſewhere explaine, 
lecd hen he ſays, Let no Man think of him- 
Prog more highly than he ought to think, but 
to reMhto th13:h oberly, Rom. 12 .3. Ila. 14. 12.13. 
a kW BY Pride the Angels fell from Heaven: 

1 Tim. 3. 6. And if ever we climb up ro 
ry MPhoſe bleſſed Sears from which they are 
worrWaln, ir muſt be by the gracious ſteps of 
e bz lumility and I owlineſs of Mind. Lake 
t C8. 14. Hherefore let him that thinketh he 
2. 4. % an leth, take heed leſt he fall. 1 Cor. 10. 

Wal 2. Le: us wall humbly with our God, and 


T1 | with 
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with all Men; and ever have lowly 
Thoughts of our vile ſelves, Rom. 1x, 20. 


and of our poor Attainments, and of on 
defective Performances: And with 5. 


Paul, (who was in nothing behind the ver 4 
chiefeſt Apoſtles) let us always ſay, 3 
am Mothing. 2 Cor. 12, 11, () 
LET us therefore now fing to the Praiſ = 
of God, to whom alone Praiſe is due. a 
Here ſing a Pſalm: After which 70 3 
Steward may ſay; Wn 
TT is very meet and right, and on s 
bounden Duty, that we ſhould at 4 2 
times, and in all Places, give thanks un * 8 
to thee, O moſt bleſſed and bountifu Mer 
God, in whoſe Hands our Breath is, ani AT 
from whom cometh our Salvation. v 
All. Therefore with Angels and Arch 1 
Angels, and with all the Company of follo 
Heaven, We land and magnify thy gb een 
rious Name, evermore praifing thee, ar Wok: 
 faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Go 5 
of Hofts! Heaven and Earth are full "x 
thy Glory, Glory be ro thee O Lon Cala 


moſt High. Amen. 

Stew, May the Grace of our Lot 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of Bod, and tit 
FeJllowthip of the Holy Ghoſt, be wii 


ns all emtrmore. Amen. 
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A Prayer for a Family in the Morning. 
MOST Holy and Bleſſed God! who. 
filleſt all Places with thy Preſence, 

and art a Searcher of all Hearts; with 

thee is terrible Majeſty ro confound thine 

Enemies, bur infinite Mercy to ſuccour the 

bumble and contrite Soul: We pray thee 


05 4 meet us not at this time in thy juſt Ven- 
ls un eance, as a conſuming Fire; but be pleaſ- 
nies wn cd to accept us graciouſly, rhrough thy 
is. an Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who is 

* our Hope. | 
J Arch WE have indeed lived too long as with- 


any deut God in the World; we have wickedly 
Dan) followed our own corrupt Deſires and De- 


I gl vices ; and have nor duely owned thy So- 
3 Golf vereignty and Dominion over us. We 
full of have broken our Vows, and ſtifled our 


Conſciences, and exceedingly defiled our 
Selves, and offended Thee, ſetting at 
nought the Promiſes and Threatnings ot 
thy Book, and hating to be reformed... 
Lord, we lament our Impenitency and. 
M H 3 ; Un- x 


Lo 


Lot 
nd th. 
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Unbelief, and all the finful Fruits of our 
filthy and ungodly Hearts, Lips, and 
Lives. And we earneſtly beſeech thee, 
that thou wouldſt not give us up to our 
own filthineſs, and folly, and hardnels 
of Heart: But that thou wouldſt graci- 
oufly reduce us into thy Fold and Fa- 
vour, by the Power of thine Holy Spirit; 
and to accept and pardon us through the 
Merit of our Lord jeſus Chriſt. : 
AND, O Lord, vouchſafe ro cleanſe 
5nd ſanctify us in Soul and Body; and 
make us to glorify thy Name on Earth, 
and to do the Work thou haſt given us to 
do. Be pleaſed to ſubdue our Corrup- 
tions, and to mortify every inordinate 
Affection and unruly Paſſion; and make 
us entirely sefigned to thy Will, and ſub- 
{ervient to thy Praiſe, now and ever. 
KEEP us, we beſeech thee, from the 
Snares of worldly Pleaſures and Enjoy- 


ments, and make us to ſer our Hearts 


on things above: And bring all the 
Powers of our Souls and Bodies into a 
willing ſubjection to thy Rule and Go- 
vernment. And ſave us from all carnal 
Ignorance and Unbelief, and from all 
Ungodlineſs, and finful Indulgence of 
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VOUCHSAFE, Good God, to pity 
our Weakneſs and Imperfection ; and to 
ſuccour us in all our Temptations; and 
to ſupport us in all our Sorrows and 
Afflictions: And grant us a happy end 
of all our Sorrows at laſt in thine eter- 
nal Kingdom. | 

MAKE us ever mindful of the End 
for which we were made ; and the chief 
Work we have to do; and the uncertain- 
ty of this preſent Life: and affect us duly 
by the forethought of that unchangeabie 
Eternity to which we are haſtening. 


AND let thy Faith and Fearever dwell 


in our Hearts; that it may be our con- 
tinual Exerciſe to keep our Conſci- 
ences void of Offence both towards thee 
our God, and rowards all Men. 

SUFFER us not to ſpend the Day of 
our Salvation idly and unprofitably : 
But make us to work our our Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, through thy 
Grace and Spirit; and make us to ſtand 
always upon our Watch, prepared for 
our Maſter's Call: That whenſoever 
thou ſnalt put an end ra this mortal Life, 
it may be the beginning of a Bleſſed 
Immortality. 


H VOUCH- 
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VOUCHSAFE, O Lord, to bleſs all 
our Governours in Church and State; 
and grant that they may be thy Miniſters 
to us for Good, and that we may never 
be guilty of any ſinful diſobedience to- 
wards them. And give to all the Peo- 
ple of this Nation, thy Grace to live in 
Unity and Godly Love, and to farther 
each others 
BE pleaſed to bleſs all our Relations 
and Friends; and multiply thy Mercies 
upon them in the Bleflings of this and of 
the other World: And vouchſafe to ſuc- 
cor all that lie under any Sorrow or 
Affliction, and be near unto them in all 
They call upon thee for. | 
MANIFEST thine eſpecial Love and 
Favour, we pray thee, to this Family : 
Vouchſafe to provide for us, and defend 
us by thy good Providence. Preſerve us 
from all Evil throughout this Day; proſ- 
per us in our lawful Affairs; let no 
variance nor ill-will prevail amongſt us, 
but keep us in Peace and Chriſtian Love 
:0 our lives end. 


FINALLY, We praiſe thy great and 
glorious Name, for all thy Mercies to- 
wards us: For the Reſt and Safety of the 
for the renewed — 

0 


laſt Night; 


preſent and eternal Welfare. 
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Providenccs of our paſt Life. 


MORE eſpecially for the means of 


Grace, the motions of thy Spirit, and 
for thy great Patience and Long-ſuffer- 


ing towards us, But above all, for the 
Merits and Mediation of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ever liverh 


to make Interceſſion for us? for whoſe 
ſake we beſeech thee ro hear us, accept 
us, and pardon us? together with theſe - 
our unworthy Prayers? in whole moſt : 


Holy Name ang. Words we further 
pray: | | 


(J&R Father which art in Heaven hal. 
lowed be thy Name: Thy Ningdom come: 
Thy Mill be done on Earth as it is in 


Heaven. Give us this day our dayly Bread: 


And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, a we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us: And 


lead us not into Temptation, but deliver 


as from Evil: For thine is the Kingdom. 
and the Power, and the Gion, for ever + 


and ever, Amen. 
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A Prayer for a Family in ths 


Evening. 


Eternal God! Infinite in all Per. 
tection, and worthy of all Praiſe 
who wilt be glorified in or upon every 
Creature which thou haſt made; It is 
meer, that with Fear and Trembling 
_ — thy holy and righteous Ar 
ribures, and our own poll 
and dau Lives polluted Nature 
O Lord! we have finfully forgotten 
thee our Creator in the Days of our 
Youth; and vainly miſ-tpent our preci- 
ous time in Sin and Folly. Alas! with 
what diligence have we ſerv'd the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, and this prefenz World 
and how little have we minded the Con. 
cerns of our Salvation and erernal Life 
Wie have nor glorified thee the God that 
madeſt us, and in whoſe Hands our Breath 
is; but have lived as if we had been mad: 
only for this World, and to pleaſe out 
ſelves. | | 
O! how juſtly mayeſt thou ſnatch 4. 
way our Breath from us, ſince we have 
{o much abuſed ir in idle and ungodl) 
Speeches; 
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dpeeches; and call us ſpeedily into ano- 
ther World, fince we have fo preſumpru- 
ouſly built our Hopes of Happineſs in 
this! And ſhould this be thy Pleaſure and 
our Porrion, O Lord, how could we a 
pear before thee in the Guilr of thouſands 
of unpardoned Sins ! or haw could we 
endure to dwell with everlaſting Burnings! 

BUT with thee, O Bleſſed God, there 
is Infinite Mercy and Plenteous Redem- 
prion. Thou ſo lovedſt the World, as to 
give thine only begotren Son, that who- 
ſoever believes on him ſhould not periſh,.. 
but have everlaſting Life. Lord, we 
deſire to believe on him, help us we 
pray thee againſt our Unbelief. Enable 
us to ſubmit all the Powers of our Souls 
to him in Ins ſaving Offices ; and grant 
that we may fo believe on him, that we 
may obtain Eternal Life through his 
Name. | | 

BE pleaſed to take away all Imparity 
and Hypocrily, all inſenfibleneſs and 
perverleneſs from us; and make us thy 
willing and obedient Servants for ever. 
We know that without Holineſs, none 
can enter, into thy Kingdom: O Lord, 
make us Holy through the effectual Re- 
generation andSanctification of thineHoly 
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Spirit; that we may love thee with all 
our Heart and Soul, and ſerve thee with 
all our Might and Strength; and may 
delight to do thy Will, and to deny our 
{elves for thy fake. | 
AND fince we have too long neglected 


that great Salvation, which was purchaſ. 


ed for us by the Blood of thy Son; A. 


waken us, we pray thee, to improve f 


the remaining ſpace of our Days with 
all poſſible Care, giving all diligence to 


make our Calling and Election ture. 


ENABLE us to break looſe from the 


Snares of this preſent World, and from all 


the ſinful Entanglements of the Fleſh, 


and from the Seducements of wicked 
and diſſolute Men; that we may run with 
ſpe ed that Race which thou haft ler be- 


tore ns, and may perſevere in it to the 


Death, that we may in the end attain e- 
y.tlaſting Life. 

To this end, make us habitually mind- 
ful of the ſhortneis and uncertainty of 
this Mortal Life, and the unprofitable- 
neſs of all Earrhly things in the Hour of 
Death, and in the other World. And 
make us now to chooſe thy Favour as 
our chiefeſt Good, thy Son as our Prince 


and Saviour, and thy. Kingdom as our 
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Portion, And when our Souls ſhall be 
ſummoned to leave this earthly Taber- 
nacle, vouchſafe, Good God, to receive- 
us into thoſe everlaſting Manſions which 
our Bleſſed Saviour has prepared for thoſe. 
that love Him. . 
FOR whoſe ſake, we pray thee, bleſs, 
the e three Nations with Plenty, Peace, 


and Safety, and with tne Increaſe of all. 


that's Good: And ſend Peace and. Truth- 
amongſt all Nations. | 
BE pleaſed to bleſs and direct all thar- 

are. ſet in Authority. over us; and grant 
that they may govern us, and we obey. 
them, in the Fear of thee our God. 
Vouchſafe to ſucceur all that are Ob- 
jects of Miſery, whether they labour un- 
der Spiritual or Temporal Afflictions: 
And be pleaſed to adminifter rs them as. 
their Neceſſities of Soul or Body require. 
BE gracious to all our Relations. and 
Friends, preſerve them from all Evil, and 
bind up their Souls in the bundle of Life. 
BE more particularly gracious, we 
pray thee, to this Family, and to every 
particular Perſon in ir. Be pleaſed to dwell. 
with us, and rule over us: Preſerve us, 
in Peace and Safety; and ler thy Spirit 
rule in every one of our Hearts, that we 
- may. 
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may faithfully diſcharge our reſpective 


Duties one to another, and may live in 
Chriſtian Union, Purity, and Peace. 
Vouchſafe, O thou that never ſlumbereſt 
nor ſleepeſt! to grant us thy Protection 
this Night: 
charge concerning us: Preſerve us from 
Danger by Fire and Tempeſt; and from 
the Violence of unrea ſonable Men; and 
ſuffer no Evil to befal any of us, nor any 
Plague to come nigh our Dwellings 


AND feraſmuch as we know not whe- 


ther we ſhall ſee the Light of another Day, 
be pleaſed, Good God, now to Seal to 
every Soul of us the Pardon of all our Sins, 
through the Blood of the New Teſtament : 
That when we come to lie down upon 
our Death-beds,we may reit in Hope of a 
bleſſed Reſurrection. To. 


FINALLY, we laud and magnify thine - 
Holy Name, O Lord, for thy Goodnels 


in our Creation, and daily Preſervation: 
For our Health, Eaſe, Peace, Friends, 
Food, Raiment, Deliverances, and all the 
Comforts of this preſent Life: And 
tor all the Means ef attaining everlaſt» 
% Happitcts; for the Price which our 
Lord Tetis Cui has paid for our Re- 

| | ___ demption? 


Give thine Holy Angels 
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demption? for thy bleſſed Goſpel, thine 
Holy Ordinances, and all the Motions 
of thy good Spirit: Humbly imploring 
thy Grace, that we may ſo live to thy 
praiſe here on Earth, that we may ar 
laſt be join'd with glorified Saints, and 
Holy Angels, ro Praiſe thy Name for ever. 


All which we humbly beg for the ſake of 
Jeius Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, in 
whoſe prevailing Name, and comprehen- 
fve Words, we conclude our unworthy 


Prayers: Our Father, &c. 


„ 


A Prayer for a Perſon at Sea. 


8 INVISIBLE ! and Omnipreſent God, 
the Almighty Creator and abſolute 
Governor of the whole World : Thou 
holdeſt the Winds in thy Fiſt, and giveſt 
Laws to the Sea which it cannot pals. My 
hole Dependance is on Thee, from whom 
cometh my preſent Safety, and my eternal 
Salvation. I humbly beſeech thee, for 
the fake of Jeſus Chrift thy Son, that 
thy Grace and Mercy may be with me all 
my Days. ay 
[ have indeed diſhonoured - thy Name, 
deſpiſed thy Government, and broken thy 
Laws; I have often indulged my ſinful 


Luft; 
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Luſts and wrathful Paſſions, contrary to 


my Vous and Covenant made with thee, 
and thy Word revealed to us. 

BUT, O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, (who 
is our Paſſover, ſlain for the Salvation of 
Sinners) be merciful unto me, and pardon 
my Sins. Let not thy Wrath cut me off 
in. my Pollution, as I have deſerved ; but 
let thy Mercy abound towards me for 
ever. 


AND vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep me 


by thy Grace, from the Sins to which 1 


am daily expoſed by Temptation, and my 


own finful Heart : And let thy good Pro- 


vidence preſerve me from the Danger 


wherewith I am encompaſled. 

WE behold, O Lord, thy Wonders in 
the Deep: Wonders of thy Goodneſs, as 
well as of thy Wiſdom and Power: O 
Lord, give me Grace to admire and praiſe 
thine infinite Perfections; and · grant that 


my Lips may never Bla ſpheme thy Great 


and Glorious Name, nor ever Curſe Men, 
who are made after thine Image and Like- 
neſs. 


BE pleaſed Good God, to confirm my 


feeble and defective Soul in all Holineſs 
and ſpiritual Integrity, that I may glorify. 

thy Name before all choſe with "—_— i 
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Converſe; that ſo all Heathen and Igno- 
rant People may admire and embrace the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, being 
convinc'd of the Goodneſs of it by the 
good Works which they behold in us ; and 
that we at laſt may give up our. Account 
to thee with Joy. | 
OUR times, O Lord; are in thine 
Hand; how ſoon mighteſt thou make this 
Sea a common Grave to us all? If but a 
Plank burft, or give way, or a Rock, or 
a heap of Sand lie in our way, how ſoon 
ſhall we be ſwallowed up in the Deep, 
and be wafted into eur endleſs and un- 


changeable Eftare 2 5 / 


BUT thy good Providence is a ſure. 
Defence: I pray thee, vouchſafe it to me, 
and to all that Sail with me, in order to 
our continual Direction and Defence. And 
votchſafe ro carry us in ſafery to the place 
of our Habitation, and to preſerve all our 
Relations and Friends in their ſeveral 
Dwellings, that we may behold each o- 
thers Faces again with Comfort. 

AND fir us all for that Place of Reſt 
and Peace which thou haſt promiſed-to thy 
faithful Servants ; and give us thy Grace 
to make us meet for that eternal. Iaheri- 


ance amongſtthy Saints, through, Jeſus . 


Chriſt 


—— 
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Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, in whoſe 
Holy Name and Words we farther Pray; 
Our Father, &c. * 


„ 


— 


O 


In à Storm. 


cies, the God of all Power and Might, 


Who commandeſt the Winds and the Seas, 


and they obey thee. We, O Lord, thy 
dependent Creatures, do ſend up our Cry 
unto thee in our Diſtreſs. 


our Sins come before thee: Hear, we pray 
thee, the Interceſſien of thy Son for Sin- 
ners, and for his ſake ſend us Relief. 
THERE is no Power in the whole Cre- 
ation to help us. Lord, ſave us or we 
periſh. Manifeſt, we pray thee, the great- 
neſs of thy Power in our Succour and 
Comfort, in the dark and deep Calamity 
 Wherewith we are di ſtreſſed. The Winds 
and Waters know their Maker's Voice; 
and tho' they are now in their Rage, yet 
if thine Almighry Voice ſpeaks the Word, 
they will ſoon calm and be ſtill. O Lord, 
be pleas'd to ariſe for our Help, that we 
map live to ſpeak of thy Mercy, and tel 
of all thy wondrous Works, AND 


LORD our God! the Father of Mer- 


O! let the 
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AND, we pray thee, give us Grace 
that we may never forget nor abuſe thy 
Mercy ; bur incline and enable us tolive 
Holy, Righteous, and Sober Lives, to the 
Praiſe of thee our God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our only Mediator and Advocate. 


Amen, Amen. 


— 


= — 


A Thanksgiving after a Storm, 


LORD! Thou art the God of our 

_F Mercies, and the God of our Praiſe. 

| humbly preſent unto thee, O thou 
Preſerver of Men! all poſſible Praiſe and 


Thankfulneſs for thy merciful and ſeaſo- 


nable Appearance for us in our late Diſ- 


Cre· tres. We ſaid, we are cut off from the 
Wes Living, and all our earthly Hopes are 
reat 


Jwither'd away; but thy good Provi- 


dence appear'd for us, and the Hand of 
our God brought us Deliverance from the 
Jaws of Death. Good Lord, enable us 


o comply with the end of thy Patience 


and Bounty towards us, and make thy 
preſent Mercy to us an inviolable Band 
of future Obedience to thee, and an 
Earneſt of thine everlaſting Mercy to us, 
thro Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour. Amen. 


A 
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A Thankggiving when ſafely arriv'd at am Thee, 
Port. the L. 
INFINITELY Great and Good we 
God ! by whoſe good Providence this pr 
I am brought in ſafety to my deſird N everlaf 
Haven; I humbly aſcribe the whole of TT j 
my Preſervation and Succeſs to thy Con- ¶ was be 
duct and Bleſſing. It is not in the Power thine 
of Man to preſerve himſelf, or ro proſper brougl 
his beft Endeavours: But it is by thy pant 5 
Goodneſs that we live, and in which wel} of the 
hope. O Lord! give me thy Grace, that} © n 
as I live by thee, I may live to thee, anc Engag 
may never more difhonour thy Name, orf Rleffin 
abuſe thy Mercy; but may live ſuch: earneſt 
Life of Praiſe ro thee on Earth, as may mav 1 
be an Introduction to that ftate of per Thar, 
fect Bliſs and Glory above, where Ho- ly Na 
ly Angels and Saints extol and praiſe thy Deed 
Glorious Name for ever, through Jeſus Sr) 
- Chriſt our Lord. Amen. thee, 1 


A: Prayer for a Young Perſon. Hole 


405T Glorious and Bleſſed God: 
YA The Life of our Life, and tht 
God of our Salvation! I look up _ 

| | | Thee 
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Thee, the Fountain of Goodneſs, through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 
ordained to be our Mediator ) with hum- 
ble Thankfulneſs for all the Mercies of 
this preſent Life, and for any Hope of 
everlaſting Happineſs. | 
IT is of thy great Goodneſs, that I 


Oon- was born in a Chriſtian Land: And of 


thine infinite Mercy, that I was early 
brought into thy Covenant; thy Cove- 
rant of Life and Peace, through the Blood 
of the New Teffament. 5 
O my God! I deſire to embrace the 
Engagements, as well as to enjoy the 
Bleſſings of this thy gracious Covenant, 
earneſtly imploring thy Grace, that I 
may live ſutably to my Holy Profeſſion: 
That fo I may never diſſionour thine Ho- 


Illy Name; nor in any Thought, Word or 
Deed, deny the Lord that bought me. 


SEND thine Holy Spirit, I beſeech 
thee, into my Soul: Vouchſafe to rege- 
nerate and make me born ane w of the 
Holy Ghoft : Baptize me, O Lord, wich 
thar Divine Fire which may at once con- 
ſume my ſinful Luſts, and enflame my 
Soul with Divine Love. 

LORD make me to know thee, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt fent : Pre- 

| 5 pare 
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pare my Soul to receive him ſincerely 
in all his ſaving Offices? and make 
him effectually to me a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give me Repentance and 
Forgiveneſs of Sin. Through Him, O 
Lord, forgive my narural Corruprion, 
and heal my Leperous Soul : And for 
his ſake, forgive all my actual Sins; all 
the Tranſgreffions of my Youth ; my 
Sins after Vows, contrary to Knowledge, 
and againſt thine infinite Goodneſs. O 
Lord ! for the ſake of my Crucified Savi- 
our, be merciful to my Unrighteouſneſs, 
and remember my Iniquity no more. 
AND that I may no more commit the 
ſame, or other Offences; vouchſafe, O 
Lord, to keep me by thy Grace from e- 
very ſinful way, and lead me in the Way 


everlaſting: Preſerve me from the Pollu- 


rions of youthful Luſts; and harden me 
againſt the Solicitations and evil Examples 
of impudent and daring Sinners. Be pleaſ- 
ed to ſhew me the vileneſs of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, rhe emptineſs of worldly Poſſeſſi ons, 
and the Folly of getting any thing on 
Earth, by the loſs of thy Favour. Bleſs 
me, O Lord, with an early Converſion, 
with an unblameable Life, with a hopeful 
 Lzath, and a bleſſed Eternity. 


GIVE 
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GIVE me, Good God, thy Peace which 
paſlerh Underſtanding ; and ſo preſerve 
me from the Corruptions of this World, 
that I may inherit the Glory of thine un- 
defiled Kingdom. ; FE | 
AND whereas there are Legions of In- 
ternal Powers, who ſeek to hinder my 
Entrance into that Reſt: O Lord, leave 
me not to their Malice, nor my own Frail- 
ty; bur ever ſuccour me with thine eſpe- 
cial Grace, and peculiar Providence, and 
make me as ready to help, and to forgive 


others, as ro defire help and forgiveneſs of 


thee my God. 

MAKE me to lead my Life in thy Fear, 
and in the ſenſe of thy Favour, and to 
grow in Grace as Iadvance in Years; ever 
mindful of my Creator, my Mortality, and 
my future Account: Thar living here to 


thy Glory, I may for ever praiſe thee in 


thy glorious Kingdom, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, whois my Hope; to whom with 
rhee, O Father, and rhe Eterna! Spirit, 
One God, be all Honour and Glory aſ- 


cribed by Angels and Men for evermore. 


Amen. 


FINIS 


| POSTSCRIAT 
TO rectify the Miſtake of ſuch as conſider theſe 
Religions Societies, and the Promotion of the 
Reformation, as the Heat of young Perſons only, 
which they think very likely to cool in a little 
time; I thought fit to ſubjoin: That I do not know 
any Religious Society, in which there are not ſeve- 
ral grave and prudent Perſons, of ſolid Judgment, 
and advanced Years, from Forty to Sixty; which 
muſt indeed be the conſequence of their having 
already continued above Twenty Years, And they 
go on with great Vigor and Delight in the Ways 
of God, which they find tobe Paths of Divine 
Pleaſare, and the moſt ſolid Peace; which attracts 
many, both young and elder Perſons to them; 
perceiving their ways ſo ſtrictly conform to the 
Laws of God and Men. - 

And as to the Gentlemen, and other worthy 
Perſons, who carry on the principal Part of the 
Reformation; they are of ripe Tears and Experi- 
ence, of conſiderable Quality and Eftates, and of 
the beſt Character and Reputation. And indeed, 
2s the Honour of this Affair can never be call'd in 
queſtion by any Devout Chriſtian, ſo can it not 

" at this time he treated with diſreſpect by any ci- 
vil Perſon, ſince the KING, the B:jhops, and ſome 
of the moſt Henourable Perſons in Church and 

State, have ſolemnly eſpouled it, and declared for 

it. 


